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PIONEER HOME IN THE TETONS

come sit by my side in the twilight
obon the bench by the old cabin door

I1 have some pioneer stories to tell you
the ones we allailali adore

first iai1 tell you of the valley
of the sunrise in the east

when it appears in granduregrandukegran
behind

dure
the giant peaks

of the coyote and the indian
and the soldier marching true

of the waving grass and curlew
and the skies so deep and blue

of the rushing mighty torrent
in the rivers roaring by

of the birds and of the flowers
and the clouds up in the sky

oh I1 regret those pioneer days are over
for I1 loved each one that came

how I1 wish I1 could repeat them
and live them allailali again

allie bradley

be

e

1131113.1



www.manaraa.com

ABSTRACT OF THESIS

of

jamejamesjanesjane Ls bradley

this thesis contains the history of teton valleyvailey from 1888 to the

present it gives the main events in the founding and building of a loca-

lity under the direction and influence of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints

the first chapter is written by way of an introduction the second

chapter gives the discovery of the valley by the first white men and sub-

sequent forays lyby others in later years

the prominence of the teton peaks 13747 feet high distinguished

the locality as a land mark to indian trapper trader and early settler

alike the trappers of the several fur companies were the first to stay

any length of time it was in the valley that the famous rendezvous took

place this location was used many times because of its central location

pasturage and beauty which appealed to the indians trappers and traders

who congregated here annually

chapter three relates the battle between the trappers and the

indians in this particular battle some of the most noted trappers of the

west participated they were opposed tyby the warlike gros ventres or black-

feet indians various eye witness accounts are given along with the par-

ticular location of the battle and the unusual outcome

because of the abundance of furs in the valley and the adjoining

V ey
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valleys the trappers and traders with their indian wives spent several

seasons in the locality

chapter four is concerned with the valleyvailey after the trappers had

depleted the streams and mountains of their wealth of furs this repre-

sents a temporary cessation from the trappers to the coming of the first
settlers the indians and squaw men had the area exclusively until the

settlers of 1887 and 1888

the fifth chapter relates many of the early experiences which are

found in the lives of frontiersmen there were no doctors or medicines

available when accidents and sickness occurred to facilitate matters

they used the best they had as the situation demanded the travails of

childbirth under pioneer conditions the part the midwife played in the

affairs of the home is told in this chapter

the beauty of the valley surrounded by towering mountains has im-

pressed the painter and poet alike examples of individualindividinvivid expression is
herein recorded

the many enterprises of the valleyvailey are next discussed with their

importance to the life of the community the influence of the latter day

saints upon the various enterprises is very pronounced though some were

founded and operated by non members the coming of the railroad brought

rapid growth and many changes

education has always been a veryvert vital part of the philosophy of

the monnonmomonnomon people this was one of the first concerns of the early settlers

the jealousies between the communities over the location of schools was

felt even in church gatherings this influence was not overcome for several

years

v ey
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the aline ward the first ward in the teton valleyvailey had an interes-

ting history it was first included as a ward in the bannock stake after
the changing of the name and location to pratt it became a ward in fremont

stake

the severity of the winters made any travel hazardous this pre-

sented a problem which was met and subsequently solved

chapter eight concerns the organization and growth of the teton

stake the stake presidency and high council had many problems to solve

the use of liquor and tobacco by adults and youths in the church is con-

sidered the problems involved in the location of townsitestown buildingsites

places of worship curbing all night dances are all considered in this

chapter

As is the case in allailali communities settled by LDS people they

had a theo democratic government this lasted until such a timetune as elect-

ions could be held and the necessarynecessar officers7 duly elected

chapter nine provides the history of each of the wards and branches

comprising the teton stake the problems involved in establishing town

sites of splitting a ward for greater efficiency of operation is discus-

sed in this chapter each had her own problems of building places of wor-

ship thus the history of each community is interesting and unique the

various branches with their sudden increase and just as sudden decrease

brought problemsproblem which were solved through the operativecooperativeco attitude of

the presiding elders and stake presidenciespresiden

in

cies

chapters ten and eleven the writer has given the history of the

two youth camps situated east of driggs in the teton mountains the girls

camp in darby canyon though recently established has an interesting

V ey
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history this camp cecame into the headlines of the nation because of the

tragedy which resulted in the death of several teenageteen girlsage by lightning

the boys camp in the teton canyon is beautiful in its setting here young

boy scountsscounas leamlearn the lore of the great out of doors since these two

camps are interwoven into the program for the youth of the church the

writer felt they were worthy of a place in this thesis

chapter twelve contains the conclusion there are pictorial illus-

trations throughout the thesis these are concernedconc withemed major points of

history concerning the valleyvailey early scenes of towns and businesses as

well as people are included

Us

v ey
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CHAPTER I1

introduction

the members of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

were instrumental in colonizing much of the intemountainintenaountainintermountaininte westmountain soon after

the arrival of the saints in the great basin the colonizer brigham young

sent groups out from the parent colony to start new settlements under

these conditions it was now possible to worship god according to the dic-

tates of their own conscience this privilege they allowed allaliail people

who came into their midst whether they be members or non members of the

momonmormon church these colonies extended from the snake river on the north

to the gila river on the south from california on the west to the eastern

boundaries of the state of utah

the majority of these colonies had been established for some time

before the settling of the teton valleyvailey the other settlements generally

were selected by president young along with those who were to colonize

the area however the teton valley was not selected for colonization by

the church presidency but was selected by members of the momon church as

prospective cattle countrycounticountr they migration into the region was not en masse

but only as the news of its potentialities were learned lyby others

teton valley which is almost entirely in idaho is almost co-
mpletely surrounded by high mountains diminishing to rolling hills in the

north thus is formed a basin about thirty miles long and twenty miles

1
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blemsbeems which arose in the communities that affected the majority of the

people living in the valley these problems and their subsequent solutions

are discussed it was therefore the writers purpose to give a short con-

cise history of the settling of the teton valley and the part played in

this history lyby the latter day saints

2

wide

teton river fedred by numerous streams from both sides flows from

south to north leaving the valley through deep narrows cut into the under-

lying lava around the base of the mountains is a fringe of foothills

covered with rich fertile soil extending into the surrounding heights

are many wide beautiful canyons formed by combined water and glacial

action

jackson valleyvaileyvaley allaliail of which is in wyoming lies to the east of

the teton valley being separated fromfran the latter by the teton range

this valley is about eighty miles in length and averages about twelve miles

in width both vaillevailfevalle5t are greatly endowed by nature making their scenery

unsurpassed they are alisolooais100laoals noted for the abundance of wild life which

makes them a sportsmanssports paradisemans

the saints came to the teton valley because of the possibilities

of raising cattle but their greatest desire was to build homes and to

raise a righteous posterity

THE PROBLEM

the purpose of this study was to describe the settlements and the

circumstances pertaining to the settlement of each there were many pro-

blems

fed from

es

perta g
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METHODMTHOD OF PROCEDURE

there were many ways which the writer used to obtain the infor-

mation concerning the settling of the teton valleyvailey every available book

on the history of southeasternsouth idahoeastern was reviewed latter day saint

church history books were gleaned for any possible information journals

written by early pioneers of the vaileyvalley were gathered and checked for ac-

curacy and much of the information in this thesis was derived from this
source the minute boohoofbooteof the bannock fremont and teton stakes as well

as those of various wards were reviewed the significant material was then

typed in duplicate one copy was cut into paragraphs and classified accord-

ing to topic in a chronological order the other copy was filed to facili-
tate a double check if necessary

much information was acquired by personal interviews with some of

the early settlers in the valley through the operationcooperationco of the local

newspaper teton valley news in the formfonnronn of a notice the writer was

able to gain additional information and pictures which were forwarded from

many interested people

this work does not claim to be an exhaustive history of the sett-

ling of the valley tyby latter day saints in 1889 to the present it merely

gives the main events in the founding and building of a locality under the

direction and influence of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

V ey

v ey

ute
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CHAPTER II11

discoveries AND experiences
of the

FIRSTFUST WHITElute MIENMEN

the great and yet uncharted west was expanding the hearty men

of the wild frontier whose adventurous spirit flamed had the insatiable

desire to be the first to set foot in places where white men had not trod

this unquenchable spirit led them over the next mountain plain and river

at each crowning height the wanderer would pause hat in hand and gaze

with awesome admiration at the panorama of beauty which spread itself be-

low his feet to the hazy vastness yet untrod

one must not think these men were traversing the wily redmansredmandred

domain

mans

merely for the scenery this was but secondary to several reasons

or purposes the predominant one being that of trapping the lucrative fur

bearing animals such as the fox the beaver the otter and the muskrat

As the trapper and trader moved forward to more abundant streams for the

rich harvest of furs the federal government could see the need of sending

an expedition into the west by this means they could chart the courses

elevation longitude latitude the flora and fauna and any other infor-

mation pertinent to the aforeseen migration

lewis and clark were thus designated and commissionedmissionedcon by the

government to carry out the monumental task of traversing this vast wilder-

ness to the mighty pacific they then retraced their steps and reported

4
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their experiences and findings

traveling with this expedition was a man by the name of john colter

who having returned with lewis and clark to the mandanian villagesdan some dis-

tance down the missouri river asked for and received his discharge wend-

ing his way back through the wind river country he eventually made his

way over the teton pass into the beautiful valley of the tetonstemons and

thence to the wonders of the yellowstone he is purported to be the first
white man to see the valley the date being september 1808 he later
joined manuel liza missouri fur company and took service as an advance

agent to notify the indians of lizas presence for trade colter traveled

five hundred miles to meet withurithwrith the crow indians having met the crows

they crossed the teton pass and were wending their way through the valley

when they were attacked by the much feared blackfoot indians these two

hostile tribes fought fiercely all day the virginian with his long rifle
and eight hundred crows with their arrows fought against fifteen hundred

blackfeet they succeeded in putting the latter to flight but not before

colter received an arrow in his leg

this is the first battle of which we have any record that occuredoccurred
in the teton valley from the description given by colter it hap-
pened on the flat near the present site of clawson and has been
named the battle of the flats 2

the importance of the teton valley was early noted even by the

indian because it was here he spent part of his summers catching fish

killing deer antelope bear elk moose and picking the luxuriant fruit

W driggs history of teton valley caldwell idaho caxton
printers 1926 p 21

bid p 23

trave g

lizas
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in this way his hunger in winter was appeased from the supply carefully

dried and saved in the summer here also his horses could fatten on the

waving grass before returning to winter habitats and the scarcity of torage

for the trapper however the place was a land mark to guide the neophyte

into the surrounding domains the sky piercing wonder of nature the teton

peaks can be seen for miles in any direction and it beckoned the indian

and white man alike to its peaceful interior for many years prior to the

settler
at the time of colter and the blackfeet the teton valley was

known as broad valley later the name was changed to pierres hole

it received this title from an iroquisiroquois indian trapper vieux pierre who

discovered it in 1818 or 1819 and who led a hudson bay expedition into

the valley the same year according to howard R driggs this iroquois

indian was a rockaway indian leader from long island new york who went

there to trap and trade with the western tribes he is purported to have

died in 1827.318273

the majestic peaks were variously named they were called the

pilot knobs by hunts astorianoastoriansastoriansjAstorianabtAst becausesjoriansorlans of their significance as land

marks this name was later changed to trois tetonstemons by french members

of the donald mckenzie expedition the name as it is known today is

derived from the latter designation

there is recorded in various western histories the impressions

howard R driggs nick wilson chicago 111111.iiiliilil chicago university
publishing co 1921 p 13

W A ferris life in the rockyhocky mcwntainsm29ntains denver colorado
the old west publishing co 1940 p 83

forage
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riverprivera

made upon those who first viewed the mountains stately majesty warren

ferris writes

during our journey to the forks of the snake river we saw and
killed numbers of buffalo and saw also hundreds of their carcases
floating down the riverriven or lodged with drift wood upon the shoals
these animals were probably drowned by breaking through when endeavor-
ing to cross the river on the inaccessible ice we came in view of
the trois tetonstemons which are three finger shaped peaks of a lofty
mountain overlooking the country to a vast distance their appearance
is quite singular and they form a noted land mark in that region5regionsregion

further

5

on the same journal the folloringfol isloring recorded

on the east side of the valley three majestic peaks of naked
rock rise far above the rest and are well known to mountain rovers
by the name of the trois tetonstemons this valley is noted for the large
extent of excellent pasturage and has been selected as a pleasant
place for a general rendezvous by the hocky mountain fur company

derburghdanderburghvanderburghDan and ourselves6ourselves

to

6

give an account of the various men who traversed this region

and left their impressions for their readerreaders would indeed be extensive

some incidents of these noted adventurers will be given in later chapters

however andrew henry andaridarldalid company came here in 1810 after being driven

out of the yellowstone river country by the blackfeet he made his wayray to

the present location of st anthony idaho where he built a fort named in

his honor fort henry also in his honor part of the snake river is

called henrys fork

in the year 1811 three kentucky hunters hoback rezner and

robinson left fort henry and found their way through the teton valley

then on through the wind river range to the missourihisUisnis riversouri here they

were engaged as guides for the hunt expeditionmeditiondedition hoback rezner and

robinson guided hunt into the valley october 8 1811 and on to fort

5lbid p 71 bid p 120

1 7

fo rm

readersp

w

P

51bid1 61bid s
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henry where they remained for ten days

in reading these various accounts the author was impressed with

one singular fact and that was the repeated number of times each individual

or group on discovering or having been shown this retreat with its rest-

ful tranquility within the bounds of the everlasting hills returned to

further enjoy its beauty and abundance

one who pauses and reflects in this wild habitat may hear mother

earth in her kindness say lie down my son beside this stream of sparkling

beauty there to quench thy burning thirst with its liquid coolness pluck

from yonder bushes the succulent currant raspberry huckleberry service-

berry to give thee strength to bear the burdens on the morrow hestbest thy-

self here upon my breast and I1 will guard thee that thy sleep shallshailshali be

peaceful and I1 will lull thee with the music of yon gurgling stream and

the sighing of the stately pine I1 will wake thee with the silver notes

of the meadowlark the robin the thrush as the greyness of early morning

turns to the golden light of day thus thou mayest arise refreshed in lifes
vigor to go thy way and praying thou wilt return again and again to par-

take of that whichuhichchich only a loving mother can give

the rendezvous

after the discovery of a certain locality where wealth and beauty

is abundant greedy man does not long keep it a secret in some unguarded

moment he reveals that which he was loathe to tell or because of the burn-

ing remembrance he hastens to relate his nernelerneier to be forgotten experience

7lbid71bid p 132

7

sh
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urging his hearer to hasten forthwith that he too might enjoy that which

the teller has so recently experienced

thus it was with the valley of the tetonstemons A friendriend told a friend

who told a friend and it was but momentary until the trappers and traders

were converging to the area

menmannennan workingwor ing close proxmityproximitypraxlproxproxl willnitymityanit-y in their eagerness for wealth

infringe upon the rights of others and attempt to gain full possession of

that wealth by peaceful or foul means

so it was with the trapper and trader and so it was with the rocky

mountain fur company of john jacob astor and the powerful british hudson

bay company who had received their charter from king charles II11 on may 2

1670 this charter was so elastic as to stretch from hudson bay to the

columbia or wherever men trapped

it was inevitable that the american trappers should come into co-
nflict with the hudson bay company for the leading men of the hudson bay

company considered all of idaho and much more within their territory

pierrepierres hole now teton valley could well be called the birth place of

the struggle for control which grew into the united states claim to the
8pacific northwest

once a year however animosity was laid aside for a few days

reprieve from the arduous dangerous and difficult task of catching the

wily muskrat while protecting one scalp from the ever lurking redman

this yearly advent was known as the rendezvous there are many accounts

c

the eastern idaho farmerfamerfarner classified directorydirectoey and guide book
idaho fallsfalisfails idaho 190195 pW 1030.0
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of the hilarious rowdy spectacle with upwards of a thousand to fifteen

hundred whites and indians performingperfo featsnning of daring durability and

strength

A tale could be told about each of the toughened trappers who
relaxed and caroused at the teton valleyvailey rendezvous most of them
were squaw men who had taken indian wives and dressed and lived like
redmen in constant conflict with the elements and the indians their
life expectancy was short they got drunk whenever they could and
made their own laws wherever they went adventurers cut throats
marauders though they may have been it was they alone who held the
northwest forfoe the united states until the coming of the wagon trains
of settlers

the gathering place for the ensuing year was selected and the time

set that allaliail might know and be able to participate in the next rendezvous

before breaking camp

famous places or rendezvous for trapping parties converging on a

common center were pierres hole bear river valley powder riverbiver valley

or most famous of allaliail the valley of the green it was referred to as

the premier social event of the year for the mountain men additional

places listed for this annual event were cache valley ogdens hole and

the mouth of henryshenry fork

vardis fisher relates briefly one of these rendezvous wherein he

said

the first successful commercial enterprise in what is now idaho
was that of the rocky mountainmount fur company under the leadership of
general william ashley and major andrew henry but instead of estab-
lishing trading posts this company had an annual rendezvous at pierres
hole to which trappers came to barter pelts and gather supplies this
rendezvous like any other in early days was a carnivalcarn ofiralinalinai drunkenessdrunkennessdrun
and

keness
brawls and sharp practice to a hudsons bay employee wyeth wrote

I1 have again to repeat to you the advice which I1 before gave you not
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to come with a small party to the american rendezvous there are here
a great collection of scoundrels

the famous yearly rendezvous was held more frequently in pierrepierres

hole than any other of the localities previously mentioned with the excep-

tion of the valley of the green 14 D beal states

this is one of americas most beautiful retreats and it was so
considered by the mountain men rendezvous were held there in the
early thirties it was there nathaniel J wyeth and his new england
associates witnessed the dark featured antoine godin and his flathead
cohorts wreak engeancevengeancevengeance upon the blackfeet for their foul destruction
of his father 12

it seems that the men of the hudson bay company also established

a post each siemersummersumnerslemer along the eastern foothills where they traded supplies

such as flour bacon sugar coffee traps rough clothing ammunition

firearms and whiskey for the trappers furs it was not until the year

1830 that the rival north american fur company came into the valley and

also established a trading post on the east side

among those who came to the yearly rendezvous appear the names of

some of the most noted trappers of the west kit carson jim bridger

nathaniel wyeth william sublette jedediah strong salthsaithsmith peter skene ogden

joe meek thomas fitzpatrickFitzfite andpatrickpatriek many others it was here father desmetdefinedefiledeaile

performed his first religious service in the northwest

it is from captain bonneville who had been granted permissionDer
lyby

mission
the governmentgo invermentvergent 1831 to organize and lead to the hockyrockyhocybocy mountains

a group of thirty two volunteers that we obtain this information
this group camped two summerssumerssumners in pierrespierre hole and traded furs and
very likelyely was present at the rendezvous we are indebted to captain

vardis fisher idahoaidahoan uideguidegulde in word and picture caldwell
idaho caxton printers 1937 P 21

M D beal history of southeastern idaho caldwell idaho
caxton printers 1942 p 73
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bonnevilebonnevilleBon fornevile much of our early historical information of this valley
he tells us that in 1832 all that part of our valleyvailey known as the swamps
lying along the center of the valleyvailey from victor on the south to haden
on the north was an almost impentrableimnentrableimpenetrableimpent junglerablenablenabie of quaking astenaspen cotton-
wood hawthorne and willows 13

hanymany groups of trappers and traders were converging on pierres hole

for the yearly rendezvous in july 1832 in addition to the names of

father desmet and captain bonneville appears the name of warren ferris

in relation to the trip to the rendezvous he said the next day the indians

reached us possibly friendly flatheadsFlat orheads crows and were requested to

accompany us to pierres hole where we expected to meet fontenelle with

supplies from st louis fontenelle it seems had been sent back to

st louis for supplies and was to meet at the rendezvous where the supplies

were to be distributed when ferris with other trappers and indians

reached the rendezvous they found their many friends and rival trappers

already encamped warren ferris also includes in his journal the account

of various trappers who had purchased indian wives and were present for

the occasion he states

andrew dripps was one of the older men in the fur trade though
then only forty years of age he usually took his oto indian wife
with him to the mountains and one child was bomborn to them in pierres
hole idaho july 18 1832 the day of the trappers terrible battle
with the gros ventrevenire indians 5

E B Ediedledlefsenefsen early history of teton basin MS daughters of
utah pioneers january 12 1925
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CHAPTMCHAPTER 111IIIili

MARAUDERSMARAUMKS OF THE PIAINSPLAINS

mention has been madenade in the previous chapter to the terrible

battle in the teton valley known as battle of pierrespierrotpierret hole

lerier

abidibid

the gros

ventres or blackfeet tribe were constantly harassing the white man

wreakingbreakingwre vengeanceaking wherever they chanced to find their enemy the smallersmailer

the number of whites the better it suited the blackfeet nearly allailali the

trappers at one time or another had had a narrow escape from members of

this tribe

this band of blackfeet was made up of several tribes including

the surciessurcies2surgiesSursun peaganspeagans2feagansPeciescles theagans blood indians gros ventresVe andnires other smallamail

groups there were two separate bands of gros ventresVe onenires band roamed

around the yellowstone and the headwaters of the missouri but they were

generally peaceful the other band roamed around the wind river mountains

and often went into the teton mountains they were the much feared and

hated tribe bearing the title marauders of the plains

the accounts of the battle are many and varied with each indivi-

dual writer relating the incident as he remembered it the writer has

attempted to bring from these various accounts a correlation at least of

those points included in each of the narratives

ab1b Ww-
1 driggs op02 cit p 66 tbid p 63
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the date of thetilethietlle battle is common yly recorded as july 18 1832

this was when most of the festivities of the rendezvous were over but

major camps were yet intact only small scouting or reconnoiteringreconnoiter partiesing

were being sent out evidently to determineterrAnede if possible location of ho-

stile indians they were also expecting to meetneet fontenelle coming with

supplies from st louis he was already many days overdue it was one of

these small parties of trappers which first spotted the indians an eye-

witness gave this account

in was at pierres hole that the famous battle between the trap-
pers and blackfeet occurred in 1832 captain sublette was in charge
of the rendezvous at this time and nathaniel J yethswyeths party of new
england tenderfeettender werefeet also encamped there at the time in addition
there was an independent party of trappers under cournandconrnandcomconrcond ofnandrand a man
named sinclair

on july 17 milton sublette brother of the captain set out from
the rendezvous with a party of fourteen men and went into camp farther
on down to the south of the valley on the following morning a crowd
of people were observed approaching c&npcajnp at first they took them to
be a band of american fur company menrennen whowhopwhoy under the leadership of
fontenelle were operatingope inratinE the country but wyeths spyglass soon
showed that the approaching party were blackfeet

just what the intentions of these indians were will never be
known for a certainty but they halted and one of their chiefs ap-
proached holding up a peach pipe and a halfbreedhalf trapperbreed and a flat-
head indian who were with sublettes party rode out to tieet the chief
both of these men had scores to settle with the blackfeet and here
was an opportunity for revenge katchWatchwatchingkatchinginginF their chance they shot down

the chief snatched off his scarlet robe cnd galloped back to their
friends amid a shower of balls fromfrofron the blackfeet3

further clarification as to the identity of the two men who met

the blackfoot chief with the apparent intentions of peace was made by

captain bonneville

one of the trappers of sublettesSublet brigadeted a halfbreedhalf namedbreed
antoin godin now mounted his horse and rode forward ssas if to hold a
conference he was the son of an iroquois hunter who had been cruelly

clarence A vandiveer the fur trade and early exploration
cleaveland ohio arthur H clark company 1929 ppap 23940239 40
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murdered by the blackfeet at a smallsmail stream below the mountains which
still bears his name in company with antoine rode a flathead indian
whose once powerful tribe had been completely broken down in their wars
with the blackfeet both of them therefore cherished the most ven-
geful hostility against these marauders of the plains the blackfeet
came to a halt and one of them advanced singly and unarmed bearing
the pipe of peace this overture was certainly specific but antoine
and the flathead were predisposed to hostility and pretended to con-
sider it as a treacherous movement

Is your piece charged said antoine to his red companion
it ist
then cock it and follow me
they met the blackfoot chief halfway who extended his hand in

friendship antoine grasped it
firefirell I1 cried he
the flathead leveled his piece and brought the blackfoot to the

ground antoine snatched off his scarlet blanket which was richly
ornamented and galloped off with it as a trophy to the campcampa A

the remainder of the battle after the above incident was variously

described the writer found the following account to be more accurate and

consistent than the other narratives

after the opening shot the blackfeet acted with discretion and
judgementjud theygement ediatelyimmediatelymediately sought shelter in a dense group of aspin
trees of which they hurriedly built a substantial pen large enough to
contain themselves and their horses they also dug a trench around the
pen on the inside sufficiently capacious to contain the whole party
below the surface of the earth this enabled them to shoot from the
bottom of the pen and gave them a great advantage over their assailants
however in one hour a thousand guns were constantly discharging at
every hole in the pen the party within it made a gallant resistance
and for a while returned bullet for bullet but late in the evening
resistance had almost ceased and alleli parties returned to their several
encampmentsencampments in the morning we visited the pen which was literally
fullrullruli of dead indians squawssquads children and horses two young and
rather interesting girls concealed themselves but were found and
captured they were importunate and earnestly begged for death on
their knees until an old warrior finding he could do nothing with them
released them from the bond of life with his tomahawk5tomahawktomahawks

it

5

was believed by the gros ventresVe atnires the beginning of the

B W driggs op cit p 73
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battle that they again had the upper hand the indians were not aware of

other encampmentsencamp ofments trappers further down the valley they numbered one

hundred and fifty warriors plusuluspiuscius women and children by weight of numbers

they pressed the twenty four mn under milton sublette desiring their

complete annihilation as was their custom to small groups A messenger

was sent posthastepost tohaste the other trapoerstrapperstra inpoers the mainnain canosgamesca tonos tell them

of the fight wnichwraichbraich they hastened to join

among the noted trappers whowino answered the call are found the

familiar names of cripps bridger fitzpatrick kit carson and many others

also an old friendly chief guiguisguirguisGuiguis added many warriors to the group

this increased the number to approximatelyproximatelyaQ a thousand armed men the

gros ventresVen seeingtresP the arrival of reinforcements and finding themselves

in a trap acted wisely and repaired to a dense thicket this thicket

was almost impenetrable and here they threw up breast works to defend

themselvesthe 06aselveslaselves

the crafty blackfeet out foxed the trappers twice in retiring to

a thicket which was difficult for the trappers to penetrate this gave

them more time to throw up a barracadebarricadebarra onecade of their chiefs then called

out

so long as we had powder and ball we fought you in the open
field when these were spent we retreated here to die with our women
and children you may burn us in our fort this eingeinf the intention
of the trappertrappers but hampered by their indian allies since they desired
to plunder the goods of the gros ventres outbut stay by your ashes
and you who are hungry for fightingfiEh willtinE soon have enough there
are four hundred lodges of our brethren at hand hey will soon be
here their arms are strongstrone their hearts are big they will avenge
us f

B Y p 74 7lbid71bidI1 P p 6
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thisTUs message as it was interpreted and made the rounds of the

besiegers caused a general and hasty withdrawal the trappers did not

organize sufficiently to again make an effective attack before the coming

of darkness the concensusconcentuscon ofcensus opinion of the trappers was that they should

take the dead and wounded variously estimated from twenty one to thirty
two back to camp and continue the fight on the morrow

the next morning they were probably greatly disappointed and a

little chagrined to find their enemy the gros ventres had slipped out

during the night leaving their dead behind

even though the gros ventres were completely outnumberedout andnumbered were

fighting against men of experience who knew the ways of the indian they

saved themselves the humiliation of a complete defeat

one must give credit where credit is due and it seems the gros

ventres had plenty coming their way they not only accomplished a fete of

engineering ingenuity unparalleled but showed a stubbornessstubbornnessstub andborness tenacity

to hold out to the end this culminated by a wizardry of setting the

enemy to rout by the power of suggestion turned their certain annihila-

tion into what the writer classifies as a draw with their enemies the

trappers

thus closes the great battle between the marauders of the plains

and one of the most outstanding groups of frontiersmen ever gathered to-

gether
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CHAPTERchkpt1 IV

INTRVILJG TIME

it was not long oeforebefore the fur companies the rocky mountain the

north american and the hudson bay had exhausted the supply of fur bearing

animals the peak of the gathering had come and gone which made it ad-

ditionally hard to meet the records set in previous years each year be-

came the year of diminishing returns until each moved on to new localities
to continue their struggle for supremacy in reaping the bounteous harvest

for a number of years following the trappers and traders prior to

the entry of the settler the teton valley still remained the ideal hunting

ground for the indian game was still abundant particularly the moose

deer elk and buffalo which were killed and dried for winter use

after the early trappers had departed fromfroin the famous piercespierrespierces holeroieroleroler

there were still a few squaw men along with the indians who came in to

hunt and trap

t-iat-im

ae1e

among the trappers was told the interesting tale of a younyoung mexican

boy named loretto he had found among the blackfeet tribe a beautiful

maiden that had been captured from a band of growscrows they fell in love and

B hdlefsenedlefsen early history of teton basin MS

2bab W driggs history of teton valley caldwell idaho caxton
printers 1926 p 92
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she consented to be his wife in the course of humanhunan events a baby was

born to this young couple which was greatly loved by its parents

there came into camp one day a band of warriors to make peacepeice

with the trappers the young indian girl recognized among the braves

her brother whomvilhomwhonvichom she had not seen for many moons leaving her infant with

loretto she rushed to her brother and threw her arms about his neck al-

though it was uncommon for indians to show affection he clasped his sister

to his heart in a warnwarmwann embrace the young girl wished to stay with her

husband but her brother said she must return to her people loretto

seeing her struggles and cries and realizing the love for her infant

placed the babe in its mothers arms the heart of the savage was reached

by this noble deed and he bade loretto depart in peace before his life
was endangered fortunately it was only a few months until the two were

again reunitedre inunited the blackfeet country3country

two

3

of the later trappers with whom some of the early settlers

were acquainted were henry haines and richard leigh richard leigh who

came into the teton valleyvailey in 1840 was known as beaver dick supposedly

because of the prominence of two front teeth which were very much like the

beaver the leigh creeks were named for richard leigh both of these

men married squawssquads and had a number of children leighs wifeswirescifes name

was sioux and she was a good mixer at social gatherings they made their

home in the mouth of teton iver canyon where he grazed his ponies he

was supposedly the first white man to have a marriage ceremony performed

in the valley

bid p 84
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haines died at teton city and richard leigh died at hog hollow on

the teton iver at about the turn of the century leighs burial was in

conformance with his wishes being on a high hill above his winter home

some others who mingled with leigh and haines in the valley were

dick weaver john kameskarnes joseph Y hill jim goodwin joseph johnson sam

hill robert benbrook and john cutshaw

the intervening time between the coming of the traders and the

coming of the first settlers covered a period of forty to forty five years

these years were interspersed with various forages and the visits of

various trappers and others who remained only a season

in the year of 1868 the government ordered the indians to leave

the valley and go to fort hall and other tracts of land in utah oregon

nevada and idaho these lands had been acquired for reservation purposes

but it was difficult to keep them in one locality because of their roving

nature the teton valley was the hunting ground for the sioux shoshonesSho

and

shones

the blackfeet they had been here so long that they returned each

summersumer even after the settlers came they would trailtrall across the valley

and wend their way into jackson hole this would cause much anxiety on

the part of the early settlers for the redman still felt the whites were

intruders because of this fear the valley was virtually abandoned until

the year 1882 at this time a kansas school teacher hiram G lapham

his wifewire anna his family and his brother lorrain settled at the head

of spring creek land now 1956 occupied by the beard family to the

lapham family hiram and anna was bomborn harry deane in september 1883
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who had the honor of being the first white child bomborn in teton valley 0

two trappers robert benbrook and sam hill also came into the

valley in 1882 they received notoriety because they had stolen as wives

two young girls from the bear lake valleyvailey benbrook and hill had been

trapping in jackson hole the previous year they then visited bear lake

valleyvailey and stole the girls at least no legal ceremony was perfomedperfumedperfo Amed

posse followed the lovers to eagle rock but lost track of them they

brought the girls to the teton valley for their honeymoon hey built

their cabins at the point of willows southeast of the present driggs

townsite and spent two winters there because of the fame the teton valley

received from this escapade several bear lake families decided to come

north in 1883 hese families consisted of the hubbardshubbarddHub hibbardshibberdsHibbards lyonsbards

atemons and ed harrington 7

edward B seymour arrived in the valleyvailey in august 1884 accom-

panied by his sons billettfillett F emery H edward A and his daughter esther

they brought with them several head of cattle which necessitated putting

up hay to provide feed during the winter A log cabin was also erected

where the eldest son ellett stayed in order to care for the cattle
mr seymour and family returned to bear lake where they remained until the

following spring ellett saw only three persons and received no mail

during the six months he was there alone

the following summersumer ellett seymour ploughedsloughedploug ahed smallsmail piece of

mrs S T hulet locality historyhistoihiston of tetoneton valleyvallavaila MS daughters
of utah pioneers driggs idaho
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ground and planted wheat and potatoes he made an irrigation ditch fromfron

teton creek to water his crops hen the time came to harvest the wheat

mrs seymour took her daughters esther and finaly&nilyfinily into the fields to cut
08it down with butcher knives and put it in sacks to feed the chickens

in the year 18841864 pete boquet william carpenter david breckenridge

located in the teton valleyvailey enilfailenli wolf and william green located here in

188 robert nickerson william dibbins andrew hight his wife and five

children isaac scott a man called gibbins jennie siler a grass widow

her brother harry scafe dihBIHdin nordyke william skinner and outlaws cooper

thompson and jackson came in 1886 the latter two killed cooper in a
Q

cabin on badger creek during the winter of the same year

in 188 sam swanner arrived and purchased the im hibbard claim

near the mouth of leigh creek but did not move his family in until 1888

james F barry and family dick bingham jim davis and gideon M murphy

moved in during 1887188 and located on fox creek in 1888 george alienallenailen

smith osborne charles foster henry foster stephen foster and albert

safford also arrived it was during this same year that several families

in salt lake city became interested in the valley they had heard of the

wonderful range country around teton ity in a meeting at sugar house

those interested were mathoni W pratt thomas R ilson and B driggs

who journeyed to market lake now roberts and thence to the vaileyvalley of

the tetonstemons after reaching the head of the teton river they stayed over-

night at the cabin of jim davis the water was too high to ford below

that point the next few days were spent in traversing the entire valley

W driggs op02 cippcitcitp p 140 bid p ul ibid p 1501500
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they then returned to salt lake where they successfully interested others

in the valleys possibilities

through the advertising of these men a complete wagon train lined

up in front of the temple lockplock in salt lake city and on march 18 1889

started for a journey of nearly four hundred miles the party consisted

of thomas HR wilson don C driggs leland 14 driggs david hilton james

hilton bish urt solomon angel ebward A wallace ebenezer beeseleybeaseleyBe

william

eseley

M waddell and angus M lambert george S young joined with the

rest of the party at logan utah and james T wilson joined at lewisvilleLewis
11

ville

idaho

the women interested in this colony were susie M wilson wife of

T R wilson cornelia pratt driggs wife of apollos G driggs leonora

waddell and mary waddell wife and daughter of isaac M waddeilwaddellWad thesedeildelldeli
women came by train to market lake on april 17 1889 the men came in

and made selection of desert entries then returned to blackfoot and filed
on the land M W pratt and apolionapoliosapollos G driggs came by train to market

lake bringing the wives of the married men of the wagon train

this first wagon train had to stop a day at the canyon creek

crossing which was then near the hot springs to repair the bridge and

make a dugway in order to cross here the travelers enjoyed a bath in the

hot springs

these early pioneers made their first homestead location border-

ing the swamps here they could cut the wild hay of the natural meadows

produced from the moisture of the ground until canals could be taken out

U
don C driggs personal journal MS in possession of may
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real pioneers

A reunion of those who first settled in the teton valley
the oldest settlers dating from IM1684 are in the third row from the front
center left to right lrmr E B seymour with beard david brekenridge

with beardbeard-s frank hubbard sazsansam swanner with drum B W drigodrigggdriggs
at the left of mrhr seynourseymour members of his family most of the others
dated back to 1688

first row left to right ben jones mrs jones and daughter s gid murphy
may R driggs susan S wilson georgegeorgo S young mr and mmmrs george E

little
second row left to right charles foster tontomtoa foster bennie jones georgegeorgc B

green E B edlefsen don C driggs mathoni V pratt giddeon murphy
joe johnson thoaasthomaa R wilson clifford wilson

photo taken in 1913
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fallasfallss

this is the stream referred to in an article written for the

deseret news concerning teton basin

the stream farthest to the north is called badger creek and

12

aiiie S bradley history of osmond W shaw MS daughters
of utah pioneers driggs idaho
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n

er

&6

tt

c ed badgerbadgersbadders near the present farm of milton phillips my

uncle lewis later filed on a section of nice level land just a few
miles south of the creek we lived there the first summersumnersunner the
wagon box was removed and sat on some logs prepared for that purpose
a bowery of trees was made over the front of the wagon home the
cook stove and table and chairs were set up and arranged thus we
began to live in our new location there was much to be done first
the surveying of a ditch to carry water to my uncles land

es

dois

c

ibid
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12of the rivers

the writers grandfather osmond W shaw as a young man had been

through the valley and was very impressed with its natural resources he

decided to bring his family in the spring of 1889 and file on a section of

this choice land their pioneer life was typical of all miosechose early pioneers

the writers mother allie shaw bradlebradie experienced the thrill of this

undertaking and accurately recorded the account in the history of her

father

father took my older brother william with hithii and left mother
and three smallersmailer children to come later by train my father at this
time was thirty six years old and my othermotherial114 was thirty we were met
at aarketiarketaarset lake by my father and came on together As we crossed snake
iver at idaho failsfalis the old wooden bridge was so old and rickety that
t moved up and down with the weight of the wagon and we were expecting

each moment to have it give way and let us down in the rushing torrent
below having found a place to cross the teton river we finally
reached the rim of the valley it was a strange valley beautiful but
wild there were so many pretty flowers blooming everywhere among the
tall dark green grass which waved in the wind as a field of wheat

our covered wagon was our home we went north and camped on a
creek called

Bradleys
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work is being done to take this stream out on to some fine land he
next creek is leighs where some of the water is taken out and some
of the land claimed to the south again is the teton coming from
those magnificient peaks crowned with perpetual snows this last
named water is quite a stream and on its border is located the future
town of pine arbor nownw driggs3driggsj which consists of a store three
cabins a tent and several covered wagons14wagonsuwagonswagon

the

sU
author vividly remembers the many tales of hardships of those

early years as recounted by his mother after the ditch was made and a

plentiful supply of water obtained a cabin was built but was devoid of

windows and door since there was no lumber or glass available it had to

be purchased at market lake

when grandfather returned from his trip to make this purchase he

heard of a man by the name of bob nickerson mr nickerson was discouraged

and desired to leave the valley and planned to sell his homestead cheap

the trade was successfully made using rather than cash his best team

harness and wagon this cabin was much better since it had a door and

window and was located by a clear cool spring this tract was located

two miles east of tetonis and is the present source of tetoniastoniasTe water

supply

there was still much work to be done before the rapidly approach-

ing winter the house and the barnbam had to be dobbed and there was wood

to be hauled food to be laid in store and additional furniture made

they were soon comfortable though only with the bare necessities

and the bare dirt floor which was always kept clean by sweeping it with

twigs from the abundant sagebrush in the evening books were brought

out and the older children were instructed by their father who read by

deseret news salt lake city utah june 12 1889
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the light of a smallsnallsmailsnail kerosene lamp grandmother kept busy knitting or

sewing for the family thus the life of our forefathers was hard but

fascinating

there were others who inhabited the valley for only a brief span

in the interests of the government the first public land surveys were

made in the valley in 1882 as far as township seven north ranges forty

three and forty four east this survey was made by john B david and was

approved august 16 1882 this survey reached only as far south as badger

creek and as far east as felt the first settlers had to get their bearings

from this survey range forty five which is directly east of this survey

adjacent to the felt district was not surveyed until 1900 this survey

was made lyby rhoades and long in 1890 but it was not filed until 1891 in

blackfoot 15
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CHAPTER V

EARLY experiences AND impressions

the name teton variously written teton titon or titowantowantitoianTi

refers to a division of the sioux tribe after the killing of one of their

number by a member of the lewis and clark expedition they were for years

bloodthirstyblood inthirsty their revenge upon the white trappers and frontiersmenfron

andrew

tieren
jensen compiler of the LDS church historical records

relates

the derivation of the term teton is purposed to have originated
with the donald mckenzie expedition within whose ranks were several
frenchmen they coined the word trois tetonstemons meaning three teats
their contour suggesting the female breast

t-

he stately tetonstemons have impressed writer and painter alike so the

pen and the canvas both express the beauty of these majestic mountains

in gathering material for this thesis the writer founder several

outstanding articles concerning the beauty of the tetonstemons the following

selections are typical of many showing the emotions within the heart that

overflows into words describing the beauties of the fingerlikefinger projectionslike

rising into the heavens the following quote is from claude T barnes

after his experience in viewing the tetonstemons in early morning

slowly the darkness of night brightened into neutral grays
and in the east the mellow glow of the morning star appeared then
pallid vivacious tints illuminateduminatedurinated the dim horizon which even in
the halt light promised outlines of the most wonderous character and

andrew jensen historical recordsecord of teton stake MS 189619021896
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shallshalishail not he too forever be and looking unto your transparent
bosom see your inmost parts and comprehend your mysteries3mysteries

turning

3

the fascinated gaze from the lofty peaks one sees the

pine covered hills receding gently to the floor of the valley here the

contour of the land is broken only by the course of the crystal streams

claude T bamesbarnesbannes western11 natural resources

fioryeloryflory

smiledsmilep tisitis when your wrinkled
old brows are kissed by the rosy lips of morning and ilionsmillionsilioneud of
slender shining fingers caress your weatherbeatemweatherbeaternweatherbeaten cheeks then throw
a golden mantle over your stately forms and then you frown and roar
in terrible indignation is when saucy gales and plethoric clouds
play their pranks and burst in torrents upon your haughty heads

29

as the first beams of the rising sun shot across the valley I1 beheld
in all their glory that strange and inspiring group of mountains the
lofty tetonstemons z

mr samueltmuelamuel& B mitton in an article to the improvement era expresses

his feelings in his address to the tetonstemons

ye mighty tetonstetonsttemons I1 monuments to dead ages enduring throughout
all time and pointing to eternity

ye temples vast and stately timidly I1 stand gazing upon yourvourbour
lofty towers my soul is awed by your grandeur

to me you are beings noble and grand
there are times when you seem to smile

yet
surely the strongest winds and the fiercest storms can be no more
to you than the softest zephyrs and the gentlest rain are to the
modest smiling flowers blushing at your feet

I1 marvel at your vastness and in your majestic presence feel
my own smallness and yet with a subtle mind a vivid imagination
I1 can in an instant circumscribe your immense boundaries transcend
your cloud piercing pinnacles and with the power of sight gaze
upon the stars at which you only blindly point

if you mighty tetonstemons with your chain of rugged mountains and
sloping hills shall eternally endure your coarse gray staonesstagnes be-
come as sapphiressapphiredsapp andhires emeralds shining with celestial glory shall
not man with his faculties and attributes divine capable of un-
limited attainments and infinite expansion touched by the same
celestial light that shall crystalizecrystallizecryst andalize illuminate your inert rocks

juvenile instructor
vol 52.52521 p 566
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wending their way from the mountains to the east and ending only when

they mingle their contents with the leisure waters at the foot of the

western hills many have been impressed as was C R savage as they

have traversed the route over rolling hills to the rim of the valley

from redburgaexburgrexburg over roilingrolling hills covered with fine grass crossing
moody and canyon creeks the road to the bridge in the teton basin is
thirty two miles the grand old teton peaks in the range loom up at
times in their solitary grandeur the road is excellent for a natural
one the views to the north are grand and commanding

the length of the valley is about thirty five miles with varying
width of from twelve miles to eighteen miles long streaks of timber
show the location of different creeks that pour their waters into the
teton river which becomes in midsummer a large one this river at
the south receives the streams from game moose and trail creeks
not a vestige of saleratus land is to be seen grass abounds as well
as immense bodies of timber in the mountains near by

there are about one hundred families now in the basin most of
them mormonscormonsMor andmons plenty of room for more many faces familiar to
sitsaltsait

why should they not do so in my opinion
they are the backbone of the state wherever they settle improvements
are made

I1 witnessed the celebration of the 24th of july in a large
bowery I1 heard as fine music I1 saw as fineinelne a body of peopleaspeoplespeo
I1

pleas
desire to they had turned their backs upon city life and were

making new homes in this lovely valley and all felt happy over it5t5
one should not think that the beauty of the summer months is enjoyed

for the fullfuli twelve months of the year to the contrary deep winter snow

and its accompanying hardships make the spring and sumnersummer the utopia of

enjoymentenjpyment

an anonymous writer from the valley in 1896 related his im-

pressions in an article written to the deseret news with him as with

C R savage hunting the picturesque LDS journal historyhist
august 8 1896 p 3
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lake are to be seen but there is no rust on them boys who did
not know of what kind of material they were have builtbulit log homes and
corrals they are fencing in their claims hauling timber and are now
finding out what they are able to do

the leading men of the state seem disposed to treat the mormon
people with fairness

b t

f people i as

i

f

from

5
P

i ake

pressions

ta



www.manaraa.com

egomfgom

31

most of the people living within its confines the bad is accepted with

the good and by overcoming the bad the good is enhanced he writes

winter in this valley began very rough with high winds and cold
snow storms from the ist of december to the lstistalst of january 1896
was a series of cold storms with high windsands that made us think we
were going to have a hard winter but not so for january was
chai ming with many warm sunny days february up to the 5thath was a
little rough but the 6thath brought beautiful weather which continued
up to the 20th one of the oldest settlers told the writer that he
had not seen such a winter for many years it is just what was
needed for the valley we had a large number of newcomers and not
enough hay for a long hard winter in consequence no stock has
suffered and the health of the people has been excellent three
deaths are reported up to date I1 believebelleve this valley to be one
of the most healthy localities on the pacific slope no maligrantmalignantmali
disease

grant
of any nature has visited us except once that was in the

winter of 1894 diphtheria we give the credit of our sichealthsic3healthsic
largely

health
to the beautiful streams of water that come from the grand

old teton range of mountains on the east side of the valley the
largest streams are trail creek coming into the valley on the
southeast and forming a junction with the main river teton the
next largest is the teton creek coming from the grand teton canyon
still further north is lees creek sicecsic3sic3

early experiences
miscellaneous

the experiences entailed in moving to and in founding a new home

on the frontiers have been many and varied in searching the many volumes

articles and manuscripts in preparation for this writing the writer

found several incidents which he deemed worthy of preservation some are

humoroushuehun someorous sad some highly informative others tragic in their nature

but all show the capabilities of a free people in meeting and conquering

new frontiers of the west

in the spring the streams in the valley were a problem to the

early pioneers because the runoffrun ofoff the melting snow so increased the

6deseret6peseret news salt lake city utah march 4 1896
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size and rapidity of the current that crossing them was hazardoushasar anddous

sometimes disasterousdisaster ous where a safe crossing had been made the night

before it did not inamaeinsmreinamre ones re crossing safely the next morning due

to the undercurrentsunder andcurrents the shifting of the sands and rock during the

night

such was the case with the writers grandfather i osmond W shaw

who being employed as a carpenter in driggs returned home late one

saturday night and safely crossed south leigh creek all of the children

desired to go to sundaysmdaysaday school and this necessitated driving to driggs

hey were allail dressed in their sunday best loaded in the wagon and the

journey was begun coming to leigh creek the crossing looked bad to mr

shaw and the team seemed to sense the danger and stopped by the waters

edge having crossed it safely a few hours before mr shaw spoke to the

horses and they moved forward in leaving the bank the horses were co-
mpletely submerged and the plunge drug the wagon and its occupants into

the rushing current reappearingre theappearing horses swam vigorously and pulled

the floating wagon tovardtovrardtowardbovard the other shore while muddy water swirled in

upon the children sitting in the bottom of the wagon in going up the

bank on the opposite side mrar shawshaws tool boxes which were securely

locked slipped from the open end at the rear of the wagon dropped into

the water and went bobbing down the river

allAHail of the children were wet and shaking from the experience so

a fire was built and in timetiue the clothes had dried sufficiently for the

journey to be resumed leaving her husband at his work and having missed

sunday school mrs shaw and the children returned home by way of the

bridge

c dren

journey
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MSyismlsnis daughters of utah
pioneers driggs idaho

missplissmilss maggie keys miss maggie
moffat and miss maggie little

thrilled indeed were the pioneers of this small community over
their achievement theirs was the first american flag in teton basin
the following year the flag was again used for their fourth of july
celebration 1893

miss maggie keys became the wife of david breckenridge the flag
was in possession of the breckinridge family for many years after
the daughters of the utah pioneers was organized in teton county
preston breckenridge eldest son of maggie donated the flag to the
JD U PF it is now a prized relic preserved with other relics in the
bank at driggs idaho8

A pioneer christmchristmaschrisom in teton valley

among the many interesting stories and experiences of the early

set bierstiersliers the story of a pioneer christmas is most unique it portrays

the anxiety of the young in waiting for that best of allaliail events santa

ballie7allie S bradley history of osmond W1 shaw

irigrizedeed

thrahr

8aliceaalice

33

itibbitt wasnt until the receding of the high water that the tools were

found on some drift wood a distance down the stream they were badly

rusted but still intact and usable after the rust was removed 7

the three maggies flag

the first american flag to be hoisted in teton basin was flown
from the hayden school house in the north end of the valley on
columbus day of the year 1892

the first school teacher was miss maggie keys a young woman from
utah she was requested by school authorities from the county seat
then malad idaho to hoist a flag on columbus day october 12 1892

there wasnt a flag in the basin at the time the ladies of the
community said we will make a flag A red dress of nora littles
was chosen A blue dress of maggie littles was contributed and maggie
keys had a piece of white muslin under the guidance of mrs george F

little the three maggiesbaggies made the flag

MS

ice M hansen three maggies flag
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clausglaus although it didnt turn out quite as expected the kindly old

man with the long beard fulfilled his obligations even though a little
late

the story is told by alice M hansen as she experienced it
no one was worrying about santa not having snow enough to pullpuli

his sleigh around in teton valley for the christmas of 189818980 hethe
worry was could he pull through the drifts

there was real excitement and anticipation in the low two roomed
log cabin on the hill no one could doubt that christmas was near
for father had already brought the christmas tree from the creek
bottom below the hill wading through snow waist deep to get it

on the morrow december 22 he was to leave for larketmarketmankethanket1 lake
a distance of at least sixty miles to bring back the sixty gallon
barrel containing all our christmas treasures the barrel had never
failed to come in the four christmasesChrist wemases had lived in the basin

grandfather morgan worked in the ZCNIZCMI in salt lake and each
year he and grandmother packed the barrel full of apples oranges
candy nuts raisins currants peel toys for each of us children
and often clothing either new or made over and sent it to arket lake
where father went by team to get it with money as scarce as it was
and stores as poorly stocked for christmas as they were the barrel was
a veritable treasure chest

the first two days that father was gone passed rather slowly
but the third day actually dragged from our low west window we
could watch a short distance in the winding road as it came up over
the hill here we spent most of the day withveithkeith our noses pressed flat
against the windowpanewindow watchingpane for some sight of the sleigh As
evening came and no sign of father mother became really worried and
anxious could some accident have happened or what could be the matter
however we children knew nothing of this he put on a brave front
never letting us know how sh felt

finally when we could stay awake no longer we hung up our
stockings and went to bed mother made a few cookies with raisin
faces and hung them on the tree then she covered some walnut shells
with a few bits of tinsel she found she cut raisin boxes in half
and covered them with some bits of crepe paper and wall paper and
hung them on the tree in each stocking she put a cookie or two and
some covered walnut shells toward morning she went to bed but not
to sleep

in the meantime father had reached market lake in good time
he had gone straight to the depot for the barrel there he was told
that nothing had come for him he was surprised and very much dis-
appointed but decided it would surely be there the next day the
train next day brought no barrel the following day being christmas
father spent the day walking the floor and thinking of the mother at
home with five sadly disappointed little youngsters wondering what
had happened to santa claus
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the day after christmas after the train had come and failed to
bring anything for him he went over to a little branch store there
and found his barrel and it had been there for four days it had
been sent to F W morgan in care of the ZCMZCME branch store he
was not long in getting on his way home santa made up to us children
on new years morning what he had failed to do on christmas and while
we will never forget that ristinaschristmas it was much more indelibly
stamped on the minds of father and motherymother9piother9eotherMother

mediums

9

of exchange

searching for other varied incidents in the lives of these early

pioneers the writer found the following related in the personal journal

of don C driggs driggs was an early pioneer for whom the town of driggs

was named he was one of the first merchants in the valley and related

the problem of having a medium of exchange since money was very scarce

generally a swap or exchange was made and sometimes a prospector would

come with gold nuggets or dust with which to purchase his supplies such

a person came into his store one day and his journal recounts the following

gold retort was another medium of exchange we had to have a
good pair of scales and we purchased the gold from prospectors who
were washing out the sands of the snake hiverstiverriver for this precious metal
in exchange for goods or sometimes for cash as the case might be it
was no uncommoncormonun thing to get in a pice of gold retort as large as a
hens egg or several of them the result of the panning out of gold
on the bars of the river in the jackson hole countrycoun mytny store being
the nearest base of supplies the prospectors naturally came in for
their grub and left with me the gold to be shipped to the denver
mint for the returns that it would bring after a final melting down
process these nuggets would range from fifty to one hundred dollars
and it would sometimes mean the purchase of goods to that extent or
perhaps greater as food supplies had to be anticipated for many months
whenmienohen a good sized pack train came in to trade it meant the replenishment
of our stock of goods which necessitated a trip to eagle rock with a
four horse team the trip consuming a weeks time those were interest-
ing days and as we review them they form a picture of romance and
adventure that we like to recall

lice M hansen A christmas in teton valleyvailey MS
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one old miner by the name of sam berry came into the store one
day unwrapped from his bandana handkerchief a little buckskin bag
containing a few nuggets totaling I12 suppose around a hundred and
fifty to two hundred dollarsdollar and he said don im getting tired of
digging in this sand bar for gold ive got another scheme that I1
think will make us U rich if youll back me up with a good grub
stake when this gold is gone I1 want to build a ditch up to dead
manseanselams bar and bring the water around so that I1 can wash out a lot
more gold than I1 can possibly do in the old fashioned sluice it
will take a little while to build the ditch but it is going to make
you and me both rich if youll back me up and so I1 promisedpremised to
see the old man through on his project and dead mans bar became a
scene of real activity and the construction of the ditch was soon
completed expectations ran high welieifeige were soon to reap the reward
of our labors and as we supposed find an inexhaustible supply of
the valuable yellow metal through the gravel beds of the old snake
tiveriver

imagine the disappointment then of having mr berry come into
the store and in a dejected way confess that it was all off the
ditch had washed out now not even the little bag of gold retort
that had fonnedformedconned the base of hisilislisi credit for supplies remained to pay
for a new stake10stake

accidents

10

sickness and death

along with the many humorous incidents that occur in frontier life
one will find its opposite in accidentsaccident sickness and death most of these

tragedies are caused by mans negligence in conforming to certain fundamental

laws while others are brought about by the adversity of nature fortunately

man can demonstrate his will and ability to do by quite readily conforming

to those fundamental laws and have joy in living and manifesting his thanks

by growing by these experiences

included elsewhere in this writing is the tragic story of the death

of several young people through the demonstration of natures power due

to the altitude of the mountains lightning is particularly prevalent and

has furnished additional stories of interest

don C driggs personal journal MS
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mrs may drigsbrigs wirewifewir ofe don C driggs relates the story of

bert stone he was sent to market lake to meet the mother of mrs driggs

and bring her back to the town of driggs on the way home there was a ter-

rific lightning storm which forced them to make camp mr stone was re-

membered for his wavy black hair but the ferocity and closeness of the

lightning plus the concern for their safety caused the appearance of a

contrasting streak of white from front to back a mark which bert stone

wore the rest of his ilfelifelif xe

A

1

similar

1.1

circumstancecircuns istance told of two young boys voss and edgar

cordon who were caught in a stormstom several miles from home desiring to

reach shelter as quickly as possible they galloped their pony amid the

streaks of lightning and the cracking of the thunder A sudden bolt of

lightning came down directly between the boys severely burning the front

of one and the back of the other boy and instantly killing their horse

their father being concerned for their safety started out from

home to meet them and found them unconscious lying near the horse find-

ing them still alive and having seen theohe seriousness of their bums he

secured help and the boys were carefully carried home no hope was given

either to live but the faith and prayers in their behalf were heard and

19their lives preserved

nature is severe in many ways but particularly is this so during

the months of winter the sub zero temperatures the depth of the snow

the blinding blizzard piling the fluffy whiteness into large drifts makes

story by may R driggs personal interview october 23 1955

1 story by allieailie S bradley personal interview february 18 1956
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winter unpleasant and hazardous particularly when a person is caught out

of doors alone and without shelter he may wander for hours in circles

never realizing where he has been or what direction he is going this

condition was made more serious in the earlier history of the valley be-

cause of the openness of the country and the inadequacy of travel facilities
in the darby region there lived an elderly lady fondly called

grandma kirk and her husband ned kirk their neighbors hillmanshillmannHill livedmans

just around the corner and having been invited to hillmashillmans for supper

and to spend the evening the couple hitched a team to the covered sleigh

and were soon to their destination after supper they settled down for a

few hours of visiting when they realized that a blizzard was raging and

they decided to return home although they left hillmans at about 900 pm

they never reached home that night hey were completely unable to see

and the horses became tired from floundering in the snow as they attempted

to find the road they decided to stop and wait for morning fortunately

they had sufficient blankets to keep the horses wamlarm and enough wood to

keep the fire going in the little sleigh stove until the greyness of dawn

which brought a decrease in the ferocity of the wind and revealed to

them the fact they had sat outside their own yard allailali night 13

during the winter of 1913 while carrying the mail from victor to

jackson clarence curtis then twentyfivetwenty wasfive caught and killed in a

snowslide in trailtrall canyon the accident happened about a half milemlle above

half maywaykay house the game warden mr hudson was riding with him As

they neared a ravine and bridge mr hudson said he thought he heard a

l3story13story by may R driggs personal interview october 23 1955
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noise like a slide and stood up in the sleigh to see just then mr

curtis hit his horses and hudson being overbalancedover fellbalanced out of the sleigh

the snow came upon him and he felt himself smothering but moved his head

around to get breathing space and was finally able to completely free him-

self when he arose all he could see was part of one horse above the

snow after searching about he discovered one foot of curtis and though

he was then alive his head was down in the snow and the water backed up

around it so that he soon smothered mrar hudson ran to a nearby home for

help and then tried to return but was too weak and exhausted james

powell however ran to the scene of the accident and dug the body out

clarence curtis was the son of owen B curtis

winter months were perilous also for families expecting new

babies in the very early years there was no doctor this made it neces-

sary to acquire the services of a midwifemid sincewife the crude roads were

completely impassable and since there was quite a distance to travel bet-

ween houses all the necessary arrangements were made months before the

event ten days prior to the birth the midwifemid waswife brought to the home

where she not only took care of the new addition but cooked sewed and

washed for the rest of the family until the mother was able to resume her

duties the following story as told to isabel P morgan by martha rigbyhigby

young is exemplary of the pioneer faith and resourcefulness

william F higbybigbyrigby was treated so badly by the idaho officials
that he took his plural wife sophia and her family into teton valleyvailey
in 1890 A comfortable log cabin just over the wyoming state line made
a peaceful haven for which they were grateful even though they were

B driggs op cit p 187
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five milesniles from neighbors on the idaho side of the line
everythingverythingVeryrIvery wentthing well until a badbcd storm came up they weresere

expecting a new baby and the nearest help was at victor idaho
twenty miles away there were so few people living there it would
be imposibleimpossibleimpo tosible break a road if it once drifted fullruliruil so brother
rigby drove to driggs by that time the storm had increased to a
blizzard don GC and apolos driggs thought it unwise to let brother
rigby go on alone so they went with him he had a team and one bob-
sleigh with a small box the drifts were so deep that the men had to
break a road for the team and it took three days to make the trip
they brought sister elizabeth eynon back with them and it was a good
thing for the roads were blocked for two months with the drifts almost
up to the eaves of the little cabin sister ynonijnon was short and
round in form jolly and resourceful in disposition which qualities
fitted her well for her duties among the settlers henry tribbyttigbytrigby a
son of this couple told me that he and three other young men took
ister ynon ten miles over the crusted snow on a toboggan where her

people met them with a team to take her home he said it was the
most laughable thing he ever took part in because when the snow crust
would break letting the toboggan tip the dear round lady would roll
off and they finally had to tie her on

A wait of six weeks was filled with useful tasks of making quilts
etc and the pleasant passtimepas ofstime teaching the twins to sing

when the time arrived for the delivery it was a very bad case
A shoulder presentation with only such meager help made it necessary
to sacrifice the life of the baby to save the mothers life hey
had a great abiding faith in god which stood them in good need by
faith and hard work they saved the mother who already had twelve
children they buried the baby in a snow drifdriftarif until the weather was
better then they buried it on their own land 1

it is a marvel to the modern generation to see the faith and enter-

prising nature of the early settlers if they did not have what ws re-

quired they found a substitute
A record of this type of incident is recorded by a mr tempest as

follows he was sawing tentottntotidpr in the teton mountains in the spring of 1885

when a shingle saw cut a deep gash in john hillhilis head the patient was

in great danger of bleeding to death and since no doctor was available

within a distance of seventy miles immediate action was imperative

isabel P morgan history written for daughters of utah pioneers
driggs idaho
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phineas tempest had one of the mill hands hold the patientspatient head under

a stream of cold water to keep the wound clean while the hair was shaved

mr tempest then sewed the wound with an ordinary needle and thread

balsam was supplied in lieu of salve or an antiseptic and the wound

healed nicely

on another occasion even the work of a physician because of the

lack of implements left much to be desired

A southern doctor named E E rivers who had served a termtem in
prison located in rexburgredburgRex Aburg young man from teton basin who had
shot himself in the hand called for treatment dr rivers decided
to amputate the hand so he summonedsleamonsiramon twoed neighbors to administer the
anesthetic he then proceeded to saw the hand off with an eighteen
inch bucksaw which he borrowed from a carpenter for that purpose
the patient recovered in a satisfactory manner 7

diseases caused many deaths prior to medical efficiency and

medicines the old standbysstand ipececipecacbys squillssqualls and asafetida wereviere held

to and administered almost with religious fervor they were guaranteed to

heal practically anything from baldness to a sprained toe it is not in-

tended by the writer to make light of the situations in which these pioneers

very often found themselves but to bring out that they did their best

with what was available it was only natural to administer a medicine

which might give relief and a return of health to a loved one pneumonia

and the dread disease of diptheriadiphtheriadip broughttheria sorrow to many homes recorded

in the personal journal of don C driggs is the death of his son don carlos

and his daughter ermaenaaennaerna don carlos was the first to be buried in the pratt

cemetery he passed away after contracting pneumonia at the age of two

M D beal op citcite p 93
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and a half years

diptheriadiphtheriaDip strucktheria in 1902 causing the death of ermaemaerna whose casket
was pushed through the bedroom window loaded into the wagon and buried
with only meager graveside rites the stanley fairbanksFairba familyinks was
nearly wiped out only two children remaining during this seige18seige13seigeselge

for

1318

many the wearing of the familiar piece of white cheese cloth

over the mouth and nose as a protection is one of the bitter memories of

this period

indians

reference has been made previously to the various tribes of indians

around the valleyvailey of the tetonstemons the blackfeet the shoshone the flatheadsFlat

and

heads

the sioux even after government restrictions in 1868 placed them on

reservations they made forages through the valleyvailey into the jackson hole

area there they hunted and fished and dried their winter supply of meat

mrs allie S bradley told of the indians coming through the valley whennhen

the family saw a large cloud of dust to the west they felt sure it was

indians the children would run to the house and climb up on the chimney

shelf to see and as the dust came closer the indians would emerge walk-

ing riding dragging their meager belongings on poles behind their mounts

they would generally stop at the cabin and ask for food one day they

stopped and the big chief asked for milk the mother went to the spring

house and brought back a large pan of milk gave it to allie and told

her to give it to the chief since there were several papoosesdapoosespapoDapo nearoses the

chief it was thought that he desired the milk for them but on handing

the pan to him allie was surprised to see himhinhir raise the pan to his lips

ldon18donidonadon QC driggs personal journal MS
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and without pausing for a breath drained the pan and handed it back

19grunting his pleasure

in the summer of 1895 a band of indians from fort hallhalihail indian
reservation went hunting in the teton mountains they claimed this
privilege was granted them in the treaty the settlers objected and
several indians were arrested and fined they were unable to pay the
fine so they were imprisoned later they made a break for freedom
and several were killed both indians and settlers were greatly arous-
ed by these events As a precaution against an uprising two companies
of federal troops were brought in from wyoming these troops were
under the command of captain ray he succeeded in getting the situation
under immediate control

this event brought a definite uneasiness to the people of jackson

hole particularly and the surrounding regions generally some settlers

moved out anticipating a war with the indians many of the men residing

in the valley left their families in order to help quell the uprising

this caused many anxious moments for the wives but they took the respo-

nsibility and dispatched it with efficiency being afraid the indians

might bum the cabins at night the mothers took their children and bed-

ding into the thick willows a safe distance from the houses and made beds
alql

for them there

soon after the uprising an indian squaw came to mrs may driggs

cabin while the men were away and in the squawssquads hand was a large butcher

knife mrs driggs was paralyzed with fear the squaw by many motions

and grunts indicated she wanted food for the butcher knife mrs driggs

somewhat relieved generously gave her all the flour and sugar she wanted

aufes bradley personalhistoryPersonaLHistory MS

20m D beal op citcipp p 214

story by may driggs personal interview october 23 1955
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unpleasant experience

22story by may driggs personal interview october 23 1955195

ut-

he knife was a very good one and was used by the familyfaf& fordly many years

but it always served as a reminder of a pleasant conclusion to a seemingly
X 2
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CHAPTER VI

VARIOUS enterprises

merchandising

the first real attempt to establish a store in the teton valley was

made in the spring of 1889 when the early settlers provided supplies for

their own accommodation this enterprise was started in the residence of

MX W pratt and was called the star commercial it was located one milemlle

north of driggs the needs increasing D C driggs built a log home on

his homestead and used one room for supplies this little store was named

the teton valley supply company later through a partnership with R GC

kijaballjaballbKi the name was changed to driggs and kimball the usual line of

goods was carried to meet the needs of the people the staples consisted

of sowbelly coffee sugar plug and smoking tobacco overalls socks

etc flour was the main article in the store prior to the establishment

of the store it was not unusalunusual for trappers and frontiersmen who inhabi-

ted the valley to be without flour for many days

the following is an account given by don C driggs as to the

experiences he had in his one room store

bob nickerhicker son whom we found in a hillbillyhill cabinbilly with a wife
and several young children hailed the advent of the store as a great
thing and his first trip for the supplies brought forth this exclam-
ation addressing me as the clerk of the store he said donidon you
got any flour and upon being informed that the flour had arrived
he said good I1 liewelleile aitaintalt had nay fritters in the house for a month
with most of the men who came to trade tobacco was the pri e necessity
I1 remember old george alienallenailen as he wendedbended his way across the prairie

46
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pioneer home of don C driggs
one of the first homes in teton valleyvaileyvaney

the teton valley supply company

47
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lialla

seapseqp sesomesoaegome of them enjoyed excellent
creditcredits it waawasweaweb their code to establish credit by always promptly paying
their bills and thus in spite of the fact that they were robbing us
we did business with them just the same they would often leave their
money with us proceeds from the sale of a bunch of cattle they
would leave us their checks to be cleared and over a period of months
would draw just as their needs and requirements appeared thus giving
us the benefit in the store of a great deal of floating capital
checks were the medium of exchange and we enjoyed quite a nice bank
balance by using the checks of our customers 1

on C driggs personal journal

48

leading a mule and pony as a pack team upon entering the store and
before attempting to order he said partner give me a plug of horse
shoe tobacco I1 ainaln had a chaw for a week lum nickerson when he
came in the store with his missouriRismismls wifesouri demanded as the first thing
on his budget a five pound carton of dukes mixture tobacco lum
smoked an old missouri pipe and he made sure to get that plentiful
supply of his favorite tobacco before his trading funds were exhausted
he remarked on entering give me a five pound box of dukes the old
woman can have whats left

one night only a brief period after these experiences our own
store located some distance from our house was robbed the robbers
carried off the loot on a number of pack animals and very cleverly
disguised the tracks by making it appear that there had been a band of
loose horses around the store the tracks were so numerous itvasatvas im-
possible to trail them in any given direction however we followed
the general trend of the horse tracks into the swamp and finally down
to the edge of the teton river where the tracks were lost and our lead
was cut off we felt positive that the men who had carried off our
supplies were of the same gang but they had been so clever in covering
their traces it was impossible for us to get any track our supposition
was that the goods had been loaded from the pack animals into boats
and floated down the river it was a real robbery I1 presume at least
a thousand dollars worth of supplies were carried away in that escapade
we organized a possee each man carrying a rifle and made a search of
nickersons and harringtonsharringtonaHarring ranchestons in particular but without any
trace of the missing supplies this experience of course served to
remind us that it would be necessary to safeguard our supplies in the
future and thereafter it was our custom to have our guns ready and
someone always on guard at the store we were learningleaming but in review-
ing our experiences of those days I1 am forced to admit that we were
wholly unsophisticated this fact we discovered in the years that foll-
owed the outlaws were not only taking everything that could be
carried off in the way of supplies and implements but they were taking
out cattle and were in general preying on the good people of that
section particularly the new settlers who arrived and attempted to
makenake homesteads and cultivate the land

our store continued however to do business these same outlaws
were our customers and they brought in their trade and barter in ex-
change for merchandise strange to ay
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A sawmillsavansayansawan wasill erected in teton canyon by george E little in 1889

with the finances of andrew carnegie a distant relative ed morris erected

a saw mill on bitch creek later in 1890 a sawmill was built in leigh

canyon by the seymour boys and a shingle millmati was built in mahogany anyon

by alma and john penfold other mills were eventually located in darby

canyon and in the canyons south of victor

through the use of irrigation the virgin soil produced abundantly

the various grains the increase in production necessitated obtaining a

thresher the first of which was brought into the valley by charles and

henryhenrt foster in 1889 this machine was an old sweepstake and was used

extensively for many years in 1889 they threshed 1300 bushels of wheat

over the entire valley and the following year they threshed 13000 bushels3bushels

J

3

M sewell general merchandise the driggs state bank J R

fairbanks druggist S F griggs furniture and musical instruments

george eddington hotel a large hardware firm kilpack and wineger

real estate J H fuller dentist durrant photographer two blacksmith

shops a barber shop a creamery and a newspaper were some other enter-

prises worthy of note

in june 1906 the driggs state bank was organized the principal

stock holders and instigators were H D winger george S young and don

C driggs these three went to salt lake and negotiated help from the

state bank of utah and the utah national bank don driggs was the first

2donadon cdriggsCD historyriggsdriggs of teton valley MS p 154

bid p 155

don cdriggsCD personal journal MS pages unnumbered
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cashier their young enterprise nearly failed however in the panic of

1907
5

mention should be made of the teton valleyvailey news the first
edition came from the press on april 1 1909 with mr blumer in charge

as editor and manager this enterprise was launched through the efforts

of a few of the business men of driggs the equipment consisted of the

minimunminiman necessary to put out a paper plus a few fonts of job type and a

job press the paper has passed through the hands of several owners in-

cluding C G campbell and A L sherrig F C madison and at present

1956 V E lansberry who has maintained a congenial attitude and a fine

cooperative spirit towards the people of the teton valley 6

the years of 1911 and 1912 were particularly eventful as to the

rapidity of growth of enterprises in the valley one of the foremost of

these is the moving picture the following notice appeared in the teton

valleyvaileyvane news on april 26 1911

we have as good an opening for a moving picture show as there
is in the country during the coming summer many strangers and tour-
ists will be staying in town and these added to our own population
ought to insure good houses each show evening driggs seems to be
the only unoccupied town for this formfornfonn of amusement to enter out
people are noted as good showgoersshow andgoers would welcome an affair of
this nature

evidently H D jinger had the samesarnesanesaine thought as expressed in the

above quote for one year later the following notice appeared in the teton

vgilleyya11ex news

teton stake golden anniversary homecoming sept 2 1909 51f-p 27

bid61bidp p 27

7tetonsteton valley news dragsdriggsdr4gsdrugs idaho april 27 19111911.ignigli

51p
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As will be noted in ad on page 8 the new moving picture show
house owned by H D winger and located next to olmstead store opens
for business tonight the building has been erected particularly for
this purpose and it is built and fitted out with all modemmodern conveniences
and it will undoubtedly prove to be a great attraction to allaliail pleasure
lovers and will be a drawing card for the town bringing in a great
many visitors

the music will be of the very best mr bugbee a noted pianist
will furnish it and the show house getting new sets of films regularly
from salt lake city will be able to furnish a change of program often
enough to keep the interest alive

this theater is still a thriving enterprise in driggs and is pre-

sently 1961956 owned by J H harper

although the growth was rapid during this period a good deal of

loss was sustained y fire generally the ownerouners loss was so great it
became impossible to continue his business this was the case in the two

following incidents of fire which occurred within six months of each other

may 11 1911
since going to press last issue we have learned more about the

particulars regarding the burning of the creamery and C J coughlanscoughGough
misfortune

lansians
on hearing the cry of firecirei t and looking from his window

in the wilson hotel mr coughlan discovered flames arising from the
creamery building one half of which was occupied by his soda water
plant valued at 3000 quickly donning some clothing he then made
a run which came near proving fatal when he got within about 150 feet
of the doomed building and was in the act of crossing an irrigation
ditch mr coughlan was seen to throw up his hands reel and pitch
head foremost falling with his back in the water

D E saithsmith S H duncan frank floyd and others who saw him
fall dragged himhin from the water and carried him limp and unconscious
into the butler home near by dr keith was summoned and it was
found that mr coughlan was suffering from a severe attack of heart
trouble caused tyby his strenousstrenuousst effortsrenous as well as chargrinchararinchar atgrin his
heavy loss after 20 minutes of treatment the unfortunate man was
brought back to consciousness but later went into convulsions of
which he had three before he recovered sufficiently to be taken to
his hotel the fire came just at a time when all the machinery had
been dismembered and packed ready to be moved into the new building
recently erected by L H f16ydfibyd notwithstanding his loss mr

te-ton valleyvailey news driggs idaho july 4 1912
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teton stake historical record
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coughlan assures us that the business will resume just as soon as he
can get new machinery in from chicago and we wish to assure him
that he has the heartfelt sympathy of the entire community and we
also wish him the best of success with his new plant 7

october 26 1911
about 4 oclock yesterday morning a fire started between frank

fairbanksfairbanks1 pool room and jenkinsjenkins1jenkinss harness1 shop presumably caused by
children throwing fire balls clothsclaths and gunny sacks tied with bailing
wire and soaked in coal oil it is supposed that some of these mi-
ssiles fell in some rubbish between the two buildings and blazed up
when a pufpuffauf of wind stirred them up in the morning the fire was dis-
covered about 4 oclock in the morning by mrs H M olmstead who
gave the alarmalam but before help arrived on the scene the two above
mentioned buildings as well as the beesley bros livery bam were a
seething mass of flames

the coming of the railroad

there is no other event in the history of teton valley to which

the people looked forwardforfodrod withviard greater anticipation than the arrival of

the railroad for twenty three years the people had been cut off from the

outside world with the only means of communication being the wagon and

team

the first indication of procuring the services of the railroad was

made in the historical record of teton stake as read by president george

young from W H bancroft vice president of the oregon short line railr-

oad the letter desired to know the various statistics of the valley

as to produce right of ways ac the stake presidency desired the bishops

to obtain the information and forward it to the stake president as soon as

possible however recorded in the journal of don driggs he mentions

the number of times petitions were made to the oregon short line he

91bid9lbid
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then endeavored to interest them in the possibilities of the valleyvailey and

the growing need for the railroad 12 even after the strenuous efforts of

the people during the years from 1901 to 1904 they had to wait another

five years before anything definite was received this information was

given in the teton valley news of august 1909 it reads

never in the history of the state of idaho has so much railroad
activity been displayed as at the present time from all over the
state come reports that railroads are in the course of construction
or that surveyors are busy putting in new surveys or extending old
ones building material is being shipped to the different parts of
the state as fast as trains can haul it and the outlook for the future
is that before hill and harrimenharrimonHarr haveimen finished with their plans the
entire state will be a network of railroads

the surveyors have been in the valley for the past six weeks and
although they will not talk about the road nor anything else in con-
nection with the work this paper has sent a man out to investigate
the manner of survey that was being made and the surveyors are cross
sectioning this means that the oregon short line willwiilwin commence im-
mediate construction of the extension of its st anthony branch to
tap the wonderful resources to be found in the teton valley13Valley

additional

13

information was given by R B robinson and W H

harriman son of the railroad magnate when in driggs august 19 1909

their purpose in coming was to purchase land for the railroad and to de-

clare that construction would begin within the next thirty days 1 this

estimate was given hastily and not in good judgment as the following

notation bears out A completely free and unemcumberedunencumbered right of way had

not yet been secured due to the fact that several of those holding land

would not give their sanction

priesthood meeting april 30 1910 president driggs said while it

12don C driggs personal journal MS

teton valleyvaleyvailey news driggs idaho august 5 1909

ibid august 19 1909
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might be regarded by some as improper to bring up the question of the
railroad in this meeting yet it was an opportunity to discuss it as
it devolved upon the people to secure the right of way if the road
should be built in fact A letter ioto don C driggs and others from
general manager W H bancroft was read assuring railroad construction
to begin this season for driggs from ashton in case right of way was
furnished free and unemcumberedunencumbered ashton had agreed to furnish half
this valley half some difficulties had been encountered and general
support was needed J roy fairbanks explained what had been accom-
plished up to date estimate of what the valleyvaileyvaney will be called to meet
placed between three and five thousand dollars president driggs said
that all ought to support the action of the committee without questioning
it at every step motion passed that we have railroad if it cost 50
an acre for right of way motion carried that we sustain appointed
committee no opposition meetings in the interest of the railroad
were appointed as follows victor and clawson tuesday bates and pratt
thursday cache and chapin friday of the following week A motion was
passed that the right of way be carried to victor by action of regular
committee and assessment15

priesthood meeting may 28 1910
president driggs said there remained only thirty days in which to

finish securing the railroad right of way some people were indif-
ferent and some even opposed the proposition it would take a deter-
mined and general effort to accomplish our object the property owners
along the way had consented in general but the trouble still remain-
ing was that people were signing up for too small an acreage not
willing to contribute their share president driggs invited all to
agitate the question and exert themselves toward accomplishing the
the desired end moved and seconded that central committeecormiittee instruct
each local committee to make a thorough and immediate canvass and re-
port in a week and then if necessary that a special committee be
constituted to make a canvass of the entire valley amended that
local committee members be compensated for their labors carried and
passed 16

in successive articles of the teton valley news there was in-

dicated the interest created by each new mile of road laid in may 18 1911

the paper bore the news that the work was progressing satisfactorily with

cars running as far as fall creek over this creek a temporary bridge had

been constructed so that material for the cunard creek bridge could be

17brought up by rail

l5teton5tetonsteton stake historical record MS 190819151908 P1915 113 ibidlidlIb
17 teton valleyvailey news may 18 1911
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in august of 1911igli D C driggs J D killpack and H D winger

visited vice president bancroft of the oregon short line railroad in salt
lake city they desired to know the exact status of construction and if
the railroad would reach them that season they must have received a

favorable report for mr driggs indicated on his return that without a

doubt the whistle of the train would be heard by the citizens of driggs by

december thirty first of that year18

the work of construction seldom meets the impatience of the people

mr driggs statement wasnt fulfilled until nearly a year later the

local paper bore the following headlinesheadllnes three day railroad celebration

here driggs will entertainBit visitorsertain in royal style on occasion of OSL

branch opening for business county and OSL officials invited date

not yet fixed 19

it was not until august 29 that the railroad was completed to

driggs the work of laying the rails was completed about 3 oclock D C

driggs drove the golden spike which ceremony marked the completion of the

road to that point and the realization of the hopes of the people20people

the

20

big celebration which had been anticipated for so long was set

for the 8thsth 9thath and loth of august but had to be postponed indefinitely

because the railroad was not in a condition suitable for passenger traffic

h-

owever on september 26 1912 the following article appeared in the paper

railroad day celebration september 30th OSL sends word to
D C driggs that excursion train for celebration at driggs will leave
salt lake city on the evening of september 29 arriving here next
morning A citizens meeting was called by the commercial club of

ibid aug 3 1911 ibid aug 8 1912 ibid aug 29 19121012
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of driggs on friday forenoon to take action in regard to a message
received tyby D C driggs for the OSL officials thattthat minstrainsains could be
had and excursion rates would be granted for a celebration at driggs
to commemorate the building of the branch line into the valley22valley

the

22

celebration was a gala affair with much speechmakingspeech andmaking food

for everyone A poem was composed for the occasion by B W driggs

the coming of the railroad
there is not in this world a valley so sweet
As this vale of the tetonstemons in beauty complete
now were united by strong bands of steel
well all pull together in one common weal

its not only our landscapeland ofscape grandeur of scene
or pure crystal waters and verdure so green
but the people and friendship of those living here
that make every scene in the valley so dear

hurrah for the railroad thats entered our vale
for the long dusty road has a wearisome tale
hurrah for the valley and peaks rugged crest
the vale of the tetonstemons we allailali love the best 23

the speech of the day was given by don C driggs who narrated the

history of the valley recalling the many struggles of the early settlers
he related the importance of the railroad in the expansion of the region

and ended by saying

the timid capitalist is beginningbeginabeginp toing prick up his ears for does
he not see the toil of his more courageous brother who dared to brave
the stom of adversity begin to bear fruit the fruits of his hopes
the reward of earnest toil the returns on brawn and muscle and when
the rough places have been smoothed when questions of doubt have been
eliminated and when through years of toil and suffering he had demo-
nstrated a reasonable safe investment on comes mr investor he is
just now peeping into teton valley come on old fellowrellow I1 we are youngayoung1

we have rested confident in the belief that there was no better
country under gods heavens no better place to live no more health-
ful climate no place where we could grow stronger mightier men or

teton vaileyvalley news sept 26 1912

ibid sept 30 1912
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more beautiful women no place where our children could be better
nurtured to man and womanhood or where they could more appreciate the
glorious freedom of home and country I1 have no patience with the
thought that in the lower climes where one can bask in the everlasting
sunshine and pluck the fruit from tree and vine is the only place to
be happy give me the changing seasons let me have the winters
rigid blasts the dry cold winter day and the hustle that goes with
it yes this describes our climate and through it all we grow and
prosper

the railroad has continued to serve the valley since 1912 to the

presentpresen 1956tP business has dropped to the extent that the railroad

officials claim they are losing money by continuing the run during the

winter of 1961956 the united states postal service withdrew its mail contract

with the railroad and now sends the mail into the valley by truck this

action was met with vigorous protests from the residents of the valley

but the protests were ineffective

coal

early settlers located seams of coal exposed by the wash in the

creeks in the horseshoe and packsaddle canyons in the teton valleyvailey hey

would come long distances to load their wagons with this coal to be used

on their ranches and in the towns

about 1906 robert N bell mine inspector for idaho organized a

company for operating and mining this property he secured the services

of a geologist who estimated the volume to be 11000000 tons during

world war I1 william G mcadoo secretary of ar was willing to build a

railroadrairalrai-lroad upiroadbroad to the mines his cost the government over 30000000300000.004300000004300000.00 mr

BR S tlbot in the meantime had purchased the coal property from mr bell

the property changed mangementmanagementman agement number of times because of financial

don C driggs personal journal

4

V ey they

ing

est ted

jar

es this

24don



www.manaraa.com

remarena g

58

difficulties mr H F samuels camecarnecaine into control and drove a tunnel

4700 feet across the various seams of coal this made it possible to

produce at a low cost the many tons previously inaccessible 5 at pre-

sent 1956 the mine is not in operation because of the inaccessibility of

the remaining coal the branch of the railroad to the mine has been re-

moved for many years

telephone and telegraph

the events incident to the coming of the railroad were paralleled

in the coming of the telephone and telegraph

in 1902 the priesthood minutes of the stake made mention of re-

ceiving a telephone into the valley the proposition was made that the

people donate and distribute the poles or that the bell telephone company

would guarantee satisfactory connection at teton city if the people desired

to build their own line after discussion it was decided to build their

own line after installation however the line seemed to be unsatis-

factory and resulted in selling the investments to the bell telephone

company the system was still poor but corrections were later made

giving excellent service to date1956date they1956 now have five hundred and

eleven patrons of the bell telephone system in the valley

he telegraph came in 1912 as recorded in the journal of don c

driggs

THE WESTLEFUNWESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANYCOMANY

driggs idaho dec 6 1912

25teton25 stakeTeton quarter centennial jubilee 19011926

teton stake priesthood recordsaecords june 29 1902 p 83
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G E bowemanbowerman
st anthony idaho

greetings first message over estemvesterii union from metropolis of teton
valley

signed D C driggs

THE WESTERN UNIONUNIUN TELE-GRAPHTELL CGMPAINYCOMPANYI-GRAIPH

dec 6 1912

625 PM
st anthony idaho

D C driggs
driggs idaho

congratulations to you personally and the people of teton valley
I1 appreciate receiving the first telegraphic message between driggs
and st anthony

signed G E bowermanvbowennansBowen

electricity

nanS

is furnished the teton valley by the teton power and

milling company incorporated june 22 1912 and the utah power and light
company approximately ninety eight percent of the homes and farms in the

valley have electricity to date 1956 the company has 85686 patrons28patrons

new

28

organizations which have been formed are the teton county

livestock marketing association and the teton valley certified seed growers

association 9

from the one room store of 1889 an enterprising people have built

and maintained many various businesses to bring to the people of the valley

a new and better way of life

don GC driggs personal journal

the eastern idaho farmerfamerfarner classified directory and guide book
idaho falls idaho 1950 p 130

ibid p 132
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education

education has always been a vital part in the teachings of the

hurch of jesus christ of latter day saints wherever the pioneer located

they immediately provided means whereby the children could receive the

best education afforded in that day mention has previously been made

of the writers grandparents instructing their children around the fire-
place in the evening this was the common practice until enough people

had become established in an area to make the erecting and maintaining

of a school possible independent of the home ofttimes children were

gathered together in the home to hold school prior to the erection of a

separate building

he first school in the valley was held in a spare room in the

home of don C driggs this house is presently 1956 occupied by mr

ariel V butler the teacher employed for this first school was a miss

fletcher from denver colorado the teacher lived with the driggs family

in a curtained off part of the dining room gathered together on this

occasion were twenty or more students of a variety of ages mrs vida

driggs brinton now 1956 of mesa arizona was only five years old and

a member of this first group the students were furnished with crude

homemadehome desksmade and they wrote on slates with chalk and some paper and

pencils

t-

he first formal school provided was conducted in a room over the

30personal30 interviewpersonal with vida driggs brinton october 23 1955

1he

f ay1y

f
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blodgett and stone store in drigg-s idaho the firsfirstrirs six grades were

taught along with the eight grade the teachers were walter H durrant

and david E smith ri4 14 varnerearner followed these two man and was principal

of the school after the second year the school was held in the winger

1uildinguildingguildinguil overding the drug store31store

school

31

was maintained in this manner until the erection of the

high school in 1914 in 1910 andrew C miner was given some time in the

priesthood meeting to present the question of forming a valley high school

district the purpose being to maintain a high school beginning in the fall
of that year in order to investigate the matter further a committee was

chosen consisting of B W driggs andrew C inerminerhiner141isilsi and robert G meickle32meick142MeickleMeick

lishis

32

interest undoubtedly received its impetus from the state

legislature on march 11 1909 this body had passed an act wherein it
was provided that whenever two or more regularly organized school districts
should petition the county commissioners to unite them into a rural high

school district for the purpose of maintaining a high school the board of

county comnaissioners could submit the question to a vote of the qualified

electors of the districts so petitioning B W driggs prepared the petit-

ion in accordance therewith and after it was signed he presented it to the

board of county commissioners of fremont county this being done the

matter was then submitted to a vote of the electors of the districts of

of driggs darby bates cache leigh clawson and cedron the election

31 VW driggs op222.2 citcitowcitop p 174

teton stake priesthood eccordsords january 29 1910 p 91
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was held july 23 1910 with no negative votes cast33

prior to the building of the high school bhethe valley was seriously

divided as to the location of the building thete first indicationindicationof of this

difference was manifest in a priesthood meeting february 26 1910 e

following was stated by president driggs

respecting the recent agitation looking toward the establishment
of a rural high school in this valley mr miner said he was decidedly
in favor of the movement he presented a number of arguments for it
and said that no sectional selfishness sho id be allowed to stand in
the way of its accomplishment at present only ten or fifteen percent
of our young people of high school age were attending any institution
of higher learning 3

at this time both communities victor and driggs were providing

instruction up to and including the ninth grades victor had started a

ninth grade in the fall of 1908 with H D sedgwick as teacher the foll-

owing spring 1909 interest had been aroused to the extent that a rural

high school district was organized at victor this district embraced

cedron hapinohapinchapin and victor school was carried on in a room under the

stairs of the old rock school house the board of trustees obtained per-

mission to use thehe second floor of the bertsonobertson store to which place the
or

high school was transferred

this was the condition existing in the two communities both

desired a consolidated and unified district if the building could be

builtbulit in their town the rift had been made and the breach was ever

widening due to undiplomatic wordsordsor andds acts of both parties this feeling

B W driggs oo00 cit p 178

teton stake priesthood recordsaccords11Accords february 26 1910

35350550 W driggs opOR cit p 180

shold
t

34

liobertson

35

b t

33b

34teton

2

11

li

34

o



www.manaraa.com

victoractor

rdeafe

prejbrejI1 udice is

63

became most manifest in L D S stake gatherings where attempts were made

to right the wrongs A special meeting of bishopricsbishoprickbish followingoprics a priesth-

ood meeting was held april 27 1912 he following was discussed

during the discussion following it was brought out that victor
warddard had pronounced feeling against driggs ward because of the railroad
and high school and that the people of ctor would not donate a
dollar because of this feeling sentiment strongly expressed that
there be a central high school established in this valley sectionalism
must be abolished moved that the presidency select committee to
agitate the question of one central high school seconded moved
that a meeting ue called in each of the districts and delegates appoint-
ed to attend a mass meeting in driggs on may 11 monday night was
adopted and carried

again in the month of may an attempt was made in stake conference

to bring a unity of thought regarding the school problem

saturday afternoon session may 18 1912
elder jamespames M sewell also gave testimony to the correctness of the

doctrines of this church recommended that the people of the valley
unite in the maintanancemaintenance of a high school unless we provide against
it our children will always be hewers of wood and drawers of water
the school should be here in driggs this being the geographical centre
of the population rfe should lay aside petty jealousies and be broad-
minded second counselor in the stake presidency george S young
spoke of the desirability of maintaining a good high school by this
united effort of the valley population president driggs depreciated
the sectional prejudice which threatened the defeat of the present
movement toward the establishment of a valley high school i-ve can and
ought to have a high school second to none in this valley this
local prejudice is extremely unfortunate thirty four hundred people
without local school facilities there should not be the question

do we want it but where in our good judgementjud notgement our prejudice
and bias do we wantwqnt iti 1

the efforts of the leaders were not successful for no unity or

solution was effected the bitternessbitte engenderedmess because of the school

teton stake historical records 19081915 p 262

ibid p 264
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problem carried over into the church this situation was most unfortunate

the following quote supports this point

priesthood metingmeineraelne julyaingtingming 27 1912
president driggs depreciated the feeling of bitterness that was

being created and fostered against the driggs ard the people of
drig s had been characterized as dishonest to a man and one man from
one of the settlements had busied himself in agitation against driggs
going about from one precinct to another in one of the wards it was
reported that he had visited sunday school and sacrament meeting and
then had called a public mass meeting to denounce the people of driggs
A number of our people were in sympathy with this man and his cause
this mans reputation had been so30 bad where he had formerly lived that
he hadhaa had to move away from the ighborhoodneighborhood it was every mansmas
right and privilege to vote for or against any question but it was a
different thing to make derogatory statements in condemnation of a
whole community that could not be proved the same spirit of oppos-
ition was being exhibited here among us as in the world manyamany of the
brethren were either taking part in this thing or condoning it in
others brother edwin S little was emphatic in denouncing the tactics
of anti driggs agitators he was in favor of progress and of those
who were trying to build up the country he did not see anything
crooked in the much needed high school movement or anything else being
against such unreasonable agitation

bishop charles A larsen was in favor of the high school but
thought the people of darby had not been treated right in that they
had not been represented in the high school committee to determine
whether or not there should be a central high school maintained

president driggs said he had called attention to these several
matters as they affected the church viewe could not take up these
questions seriously pro and con but we must be true to the church and
support those in official positions if any man got so bad that we
could not support him we should have a proper investigation cou-
nselor george S young explained his attitude in connection with the
high school committee saying that the committee members had not res-
ponded to a call for meeting and that the matter had therefore gone
ahead as if there had been nothing done toward the establishment of a
central school3school38schoolschoola

opposition

338

with increasing bitterness continued into the fol-

lowing year when ooth sides realized no advancement was being made in

bridging the gap of the separate opinions since it was felt the ob-

jections were on technical grounds the driggs faction went ahead with

ibid p 277

ne

peo

38ibid38
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their plans the high council and bishopricsbishoprickbish sustainedoprics the presidency as

follows

special meeting of high council and bishopric haymay 1 1913
president driggs stated his reason for working for the high school

and finally exerting his influence in getting the bill legalizing the
school through the state legislature after the school had run two
years it was attacked and attempts were made to crush it out of ex-
istence because there were irregularities in the record of it bishop
alma hansen stated his reasons for opposition that the school activities
were conducted by a few that many were opposed to it that this
agitation is wrong is shown by the results of this said president
driggs the results are discord bad feelings opposition to church
authorities etc

counselor killpack contended that the intent of all concerned in
building the high school was good and iciti wasc the manifest attitude
of the opposition to knock at enterprise and those connected with it
and to vent their ill feelings those in high church position the
objections were on technical grounds it is time we were burying
these feelings there can be no disadvantage in our standing together

president driggs said any future opposition to the high school
would be regarded as opposition to the church and to the people here
to fore he had acted simply as a citizen he was willing to stand or
fall on this advice

bishop hansen said he felt like supporting the authority of the
priesthood but had regarded the question as civil not ecclesiastical
especially in as much as there had been no official expression by the
brethren

moves that it be the sense of all present that we sanction sustain
and supportsup theoortdort advice of president driggs and that we use our in-
fluence to stamp out this anti high school agitationagiaEi andtation to maintain
good feeling among the people seconded but not carried moved and
seconded that we sustain president driggs in the position he has
taken seconded and carried unanimously39unanimously

now

39

completely separated in school affairs the two communities

continued with their operations of building at victor the progress was

slow due to the smaller number of people school continued to be held in

the robertson store until it was destroyed by fire in 1919 from this time

untiluntiiantii the building of a new unit in 1922 school was held in the basement

of the LDS church there were times when it seemed the venture would

39lbid39jbid ppap2 33031330 31
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not survive the opposition launched against it but through the untiring

efforts of the citizens it passed successfully through its infancy to a

sucessfulsuccessful school the main supporters of this movement were john lauritzen

and C M hatch 40

meanwhile in driggs operations also were continued in the erect-

ion of a building this was accomplished in 1914 and ezra C dalby be-

came the first principal he was followed by B glen smith M H knudsen

and T ross wilson was appointed april 2 1923 A new brick school build-

ing was erected at a cost of 5000 during the months of october and

41
november 1926

from the year 1926 to the building of the rock gymnasium in the

early 1930s basketball games were held in the old beesley dance hall

at the completioncomtletion of the gymnasium under the works progress administration

adaquateadequateada facilitiesquate were provided not only for athletic events but also

drama and dances

the victor people suffered another loss and a disruption in school

routine by a costly fire which broke out the night of april 18 1940 and

completely destroyed the building school was held in various locations

where vacant space was available until the close of the temterm the citizens

of driggs extended an invitation to the school patrons of ctor to send

their high school students to driggs until a new school could be erected

the wisdom of having only one high school in the valley was now evident

B W driggs op012oifolf citcippcitp p 181

teton stake history for three months ending dec 31 1926192611 MS

p 290
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this resulted in the victor students continuing their secondary education

in driggs

the educational situation in teton valley at the present time is

greatly improvedprovedLm over arganyang other period in the history of the valley the

high schools are now 1956 consolidated with a new plant at driggs costing

1020004102000 they have a luscus service bringing in pupils from various parts

of the valley w new and renovated grade schools grace the towns of

tetoniacetoniaTe driggstonia and victor A full curriculum is offered the students

with outstanding departments in music home economics and agriculture

for religious training the LDS church has provided a seminary

building adjoining the school property wherein religious instruction is
provided for those who desire it it is nonsectariannon andsectarian the credit

earned is acceptable to nearly any university another plot of ground

has been purchased 1956 for the purpose of erecting a new and more

modernmodem seminarys buildingnary instruction43building43 by capable teachers will continue

here in the old and new testament with a third course in LDS church

history for those desiring to graduate from seminary persons who have

served as principal of teton stake seminary are

paul B murdock 1923251923 ernest25 R clarkdark 1938411938
leon

41
M strong 1925261925 ben26 E call 1941431941

frank
43

W mcghee 1926281926182619262-818262-8 weston28 W taylor 1943441943
leon

44
M strong 1928301928 easton30 sampson 1944451944

eimerelmer
45

peterson 1930331930 thad33 orlo yost 1945491945
robert

49
gibbons 19333619393619331939 roldo36 EY dutson 1949511949

russell
51

R rich 1936381936 orrin38 R bates 1951 w

the eastern idaho fannerfalmer directoryDirect andolyoKy guide book idaho falls
idaho 1950 p 10

personal interview with william E berrett march 12 1956

eton stakealake golden anniversaranniversavanniyeraay homecominghomgchomg driggs idahoidahop 26

42
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CHAFIMHCHAPTER VII

ALINE A ARDWARDkard OF THEtretrl BANNOCK STAKE

the first latter day saint to visit the upper snake river valley

with intentions of settling was john R poole of ogden utah he reached

the south fork of the snake river on february 10 1879 he was very

favorably impressed with the beauty and fertility of the country when

he returned to ogden and reported his find several LD S families

desired to move into that area soon the necessary preparation and

arrangements were made for the move before leaving ogden apostle F D

richards gave john R poole a letter of appointment to act as the presiding

priest

after several days of traveling they came to a cluster of houses

now known as pocatello idaho here they rested for a few days before

resuming their journey A few days more travel brought them to their

destination previously chosen by john poole this location was on the

island between the large bend of the south fork of the snake river and a

branch of the same river called canal creekgreek this location is between

the present sites of mienanmenan and louisville idaho

the nextneaner year 1880 the first post office was established this

fremont stake historical records MS143163 1884 to 1915
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was located at egin now 1956 known as parker which bears the name

of the first post master A F parker3Parkerparkera

it

3

was not ionglongloneione until a branch of the church was organized on

pooles island this organization was effected by president marriner W

merrill of the cache valley stake residencypresidency and becanebecame an active branch

of that stakedstakes there was no date given as to when this organization

was completed in lieu of the foregoing and following dates it is as-

sumed by the writer to have been in 1880 or 1881

the organization of this branch included all the latter day saint

people on the north side of snake river and extended as far north as

there were members of the church5

due to an influx of people to pooles island a ward was organized

december 1618 1882 with omas E ricks as the first bishop 6

A continuous migration of latter day saint people into pooles

island and the surrounding regions necessitated the forming of other

wards the largest one of those formedromed was the bannock ard at lexburgrexburgredburglexRexhex

idaho

burg

at a special meeting held for the bannock

b cameca
stake 4

thomas

i

jard in redburgrexburg february

4 1884 the wards were organized into a stake of zion taking for its
name bannock stake the stake presidency at that time was thomas E

ricks president william F igbybigby and james E steele councilorscouncillorscounci andlors

thomas E bassett as clerk f

A stake at idaho falls was organized july 21 1898 necessitating

a change in the stake presidency james E steele became president of

bannock stake with headquarters at idaho falls with this organization

3lbid31bid bid41bid 5lbid51bid bid61bid bid71bid
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the name of the stake presided over by president picks was changed to
0

fremont stake

it was during president thomas E ricks administration over the

old bannock sukestake that the aline ward was romed in the teton valleyvaileyvalleys 9

recorded in the fremont stake historical record which is a duplication

from the old bannock stake historical records is the follovri ng

thursday august 22 1889 the saints in the teton basin of
teton valley were organized into a ward the twentieth ward in the
stake the new ward was called aline it derived its name from the
words of the famous author washington irving who wrote of the
beautiesbeautie of this locality

the meeting house was located on half mile west of the site of the

present post office in driggs idaho and one milemlle north it consisted

of a large log room thirty or forty feet in length 11

the ward was organized under the supervision of apostles francis

M lyman and heber J grant mathoni VW pratt was ordained bishop with

thomas R wilson and apollos P driggs as his councilorscouncillorscouncilors in the same

fall they were visited by apostles john taylor and moses hatcher ac-

companied by seymour B young aj1j13

there have been estimates made previously in this writing which

variously placed the population in the teton valley in the years 1889901889

between

90

two and three hundred people concerning the population in the

8etonsfetonaeton stake quarter centennial jubilee1901Jubilee 1901 1926

bid
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12ibjd12jbid
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membership in 1893 As previously mentioned the ward covered the entire

valley which placed a hardship on those living at the outer extremities

following the policy of the church in reaching those where distance made

regular attendance impossible the valley was divided into districts at

a meeting in the aline ardwardyard chapel november 26 1893 the following minutes

were recorded

at a meeting the ward was districted for the labor of teachers
for leighs district which constitdesconsfcitites the north end of the valley
the following brethembrethernethernbretherdbr were sustained john leatham edward S little
and edlef B Ediidledlidiedlefsenefsen for the river district edward davis henry E

14fremont14 stakeFremont historical record

av1v

1890
total souls 156 total members 92

for half a year ending december 31 1891
total souls 193 total members 113

for half a year ending december 31 1892
total souls 138 total members 81 15

no adequate explanation could be found for the drop in population

in 1892

the continuation of activities in the aline

18841915 15lbid151bid

73

C

OP 77

14

impossible

1884 1915

impossibie

samesalmesaume report the rate of increase in populationpopipopl isdation given

these reports were gathered and computed twice each year included in this

writing are three reports recorded in december 31 1890 1891 1892

for half year ending december 31

bailiestalliesiailies 30 births male 1 female 3 children blessed 4 and members
received 42 1

in the

7.7

teton valley and its increase recorded in the fremont stake historical

record is the following

statistical report of the aline ward of the bannock stake of
zion for half a year ending june 30 1890 number in their order
bearing the priesthood high priests 3 seventies 5 elders 15 priests
0 deacons 8 members 44 the total number of officers and members 77f
children under eihtecht years of age 52 total numier of souls 129
fa
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rigby and H todd darby district john todd george A little and
don C driggs south of teton district A P driggs and lehi pratt
north teton district george S young thomas R wilson and robert
D green among the instructions given by bishop pratt was that the
teachers should find out what each family has to pay on tithing and
was requested to report december 10 at the regular meeting 16

the aline ward of the bannock stake was in existence only four to

five years even though the actual date of its organization august 1889

has been recorded the termination of meeting in the log house south of

driggs is unknownuni theremown are evidences as to its having been moved but

no record which gives the date as to when the move took place mrs bessie

clark kimball in he history of the driggs ward sunday school states

later after august of 1889 mathoni W pratt and thomas R

wilson made their homes at the mouth of teton canyon alta wyoming
taking the organization with them the entire valley continued to
meet together in this locality

the writer has set the date of the new location of the aline ward

prior to august 1 1895189 because of the following quote

minutes of fast meeting held thursday august 1 1895 president
W F rigby presiding the opening prayer was offered by edlef B

edlefsenEdiedl presidentefsen rigby addressed those present on the subject of
baptismbap thetimatisa elders then proceeded to confirm those who had been
baptized in the morning there being seventeen in number sarah ann
bagley kattie hill andrew hansen annie B hansen bertha C clatnerclatneyblatner
mattie taylor little mary A edlefsenEdiedl williamefsen L shaw rosa E shaw
allie C shaw 18

the last name appearing on the above list is the writers mother

who reports she was baptized soon after the aline ward was moved to its
new location in alta wyoming the statement is also substantiated by her

l6lbid161bid

bessie17bessiebessle17 clark kimballkimbaliKim sundaybaliballbail school history of driggs ward MS
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brother and sister whose names appear in the previous quote

the aline ward though recently moved was not long to be known

by that name in fact in the minutes of the same fast meeting of augustiaugustl

1895 the following is recorded

president rigby then brought up the question of changing the
name of aline uardward to that of pratt there being some in favor of
the change and some not it was deemed best to let it rest until a
majority of the members of the ward were present 9

the discussion was again opened the following sunday august 11

1895

minutes of meeting held at the aline ward house august 11 189518952
president william F rigby then brought up the question of changing the
name of aline ardvard to that of pratt after some delay the saints
voted in favor of pratt the name of aline was therefore changed to
pratt k-lu

people who built their homes in the vicinity of the present town

of driggs found it difficult to take their children so far to sunday school

in the winter months thus some of the leading members of the ward concluded

to hold a sunday school in their own locality

the first driggs sunday school was held in the unfurnished upstairs

of the don C driggs home just a little south of the harper drug store

cornercomerconnerconnen at present 1956 it is occupied by ariel V butler later it
was decided that if they rotated the meetings at several homes in turn it
would help to stimulate interest and a larger attendance on november 29 j

1896 the rotating sunday school was organized with president thomas E

ricks of the bannock stake and his first councilor william F rigby present

bishop M W pratt presided 21

ibid ibid

bessie clarkdark kimball sunday school history of driggs ward MS
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mrs bessie kimbailkimball gives the following account of the organization

of the driggs sunday school in which she says

don C driggs was made superintendent with hyrum oscar crandall
and apollos pratt counselors and bessie huntley secretary and treasurer
later on the fast day the first sunday in december being december 6
1896 at twelve oclock the first session was held opening prayer was
offered by superintendent don C driggs sacrament was administered
lyby H 0 Crancranda-lld-illda-llda-li and william haws fast donations were in order and
superintendent driggs volunterredvolunteered fifty cents 50 followed by william
haws fast donations concluded it was suggested that a theological
class be instituted and as they had no books they decided to begin on
the new testament the first chapter of st matthew was read and dis-
cussed there were present fourteen males and six females closing
prayer was offered by H 0 crandall 22

soon after the organization of the driggs sundaysanday school the young

mens and young womens mutual improvement association was organized23organized

again

23

to increase attendance and interest they traveled from one home to

another to hold their meetings included in these gatherings were the

people on the west side of the valley wallace crandall and J W price

presided over the meetings in which much interest was manifest during

this time until the organization of the driggs ardsard they were responsible

to the pratt ward24

with this sunday school as its beginning driggs was organized

into a ward of the fremont stake this ward organization preceded that

of the organizing of the teton stake by only four months mr don C

driggs leaves his account of the organizing of the driggs ward

on june 8 1901 the driggs ward was organized of which I1 was
made bishop there was in attendance at the conference president

22ibid22ibjd

23don C driggs personal journal
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thomas E bassett of the fremont stake apostle anton H lund of the
quorum of the twelve and representatives of the high council and other
visitors from the fremont stake I1 was ordained a high priest and set
apart as bishop by anton H lund myloo counselors in this organization
were H 0 crandallgrandall and stanley B fairbanks my labors as bishop
continued from the eighth of june when the ward was organized to
september of the same year when the teton stake was organized25organized

ibid
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section in red teton county idaho

section in green teton county wyoming
teton stake comprises red and green areas

section in blue yellowstone arkPAYpayi-ele

1
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prior to the

organization of the stake the steady nitrationr of people into the valley

from 1889 on necessitated changing from the first ward aline which in-

cluded the entire valley to additional wards and branches at the tine

of the organization the teton stake comprised the following wards and

branches all of which were formerly part of the fremont stake chapin

darby driggs haden leigh pratt and victor ardslards in idaho and south

park and wilson branches in unita now teton county wyoming 2

at a district conference which was cilledlledbilledc by the presidency of

the fremont stake it was proposed to organize a stake of zion in that

territory which embraced the teton valley and jackson hole the stake

officers present at this meeting were president homas bassett and

james W webster also john T smeelismeela and several other high councilorscouncillorscounci

as

lors

well as representatives of other stake organizations ben E rich

president ot01 the southern states mission and douglas M todd representa-

tive of the YAAIA board of the church theserhese menmenpmena and others along

teton stake historical recordrecordnrecords book 1 sept 2 1901 to dec 31
1908 MSlisils p 1

bid p 2
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ca1 TEHfeh VIII

TETON STAKE OF ZIONZIQN

the teton stake of zion of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints was organized september 2 1901 at two pm 1

1
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with the large gathering of saints from the valley constituted the con-

ference which was presided over by president joseph F smith of the first
presidency of the church and apostle john henry smith3

the first day sessions were devoted to preaching and instruction

at the closing session on saturday advice was given that on the following

day the question of organizing a stake would be considered the bishop

don 0 driggs of the driggs ward was asked to attend to all the necessary

arrangementsarrangearranga andbentsnents details for the conference the morning of september 2

1901 president smith went through a long list of officers that he had

chosen to fill the various offices and positions in the organizations

brother don C driggs was asked to pass on their qualifications and faithfaithsraithralth
fulnessfalnessful heness asked mr driggs after having approved all the names to

approve himself as president of the stake this evidently came as quite

a shock since mrrr driggs had no forewarningfore orwarning intimation as to his

being chosen for this office president smith suggested as councilorscouncillorscounci

john

lors

D killpack jr and george S young still feeling his inadequacy

the newly appointed stake president again went over the names with president

smith of those being called to serve in the various auxiliaries at which

time the final selections were mademadea

the sunday morning session of conference was carried on without

the names of those who were chosen being presented to the assembly bet-

ween the two sessions morning and afternoon D C driggs with president

smith and apostle john henry smith went through additional names to com

bid p 3

on C driggs personal journal MS
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plete the organizations after the opening exercises of the afternoon

session president anusnu th presented the names of the new officers don

driggs gave his own account as to how he felt
during the presentation of the names by president smith I1 felt

very keenly my unworthiness I1 imagined that the people would not
support me that their thoughts had gone to someone else who would be
broug-ht into the valley to preside uhenwhenkihen the time came I1 was chosen
unanimously president of the teton stake of zion I1 expected to have
an opportunity to say a few words and express my feelings but none
was given me I1 was simply required at the close of the meeting to
give out notices and attend to the necessary business in closing the
conference as I1 would have done had I1 been in the position for years
I11 was led afterwards to reflect on the wisdom of this course here
were no apologies to make the servants of the lord had chosen me to
to preside the people had sustained me and why apologizeapologized

bishop

5

driggs now president driggs was afterward ordained and

set apart under the hands of president joseph F smith and john henry

smith 6

another account is given of this important event in the historical

ecord of the teton stake this account is particularly important as it
gives the boundaries of the newly organized stake

organization of the teton stake of zion minutes of a meeting
of the saints of the teton valley held at driggs september 2 1901 at
2 pm for the purpose of organizing the teton stake of zion here
were present president joseph F snithsmith apostle john henry smith
president of the board of the YMMIA presidents bassett and J M

webster of the fremont stake high councilor john T smeelismeela and a
large attendance of saints it was unanimously decided that a new
stake be organized from that portion of fremont stake and that its
boundaries be as follows on the west the west range and canyon creek
on the north the teton river and bitch creek on the east the
eastern boundaries of jackson hole and on the south the water shed
between the teton and the south fork of snake river7

bid bid

7historical record of teton stake
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in the meeting following the ordination of the new stake presidency

joseph F salthsnithsaith urged the stake presidency to meetneet often at least once

each month and once each week if at all possible he exhorted them to

pray by themselves asking god for power wisdom and judgment that the

confidence and love of the people might be won and held he asked that

the presidency meet with their high council once a month and if indif-

ference arose they were to pray until it was removed that unity might

be maintained other counsel given the stake presidency which all could

profit by was to guard the liberties of the people to uphold the de-

cision of the bishop where those decisions were just but to be careful

to not uphold them when they were unjust he stated that it was not good

for the members of the church of jesus christ to have heated discussion

in a decision which is given by the presidency and where that decision

is sustained by a majority of the council he also told them that it
might be well to recommend leniency on the part of the creditor but a

person had no right to be generous with another persons means8means6

at the afternoon session of conference september 2 1901 the

following stake officers were unanimously sustained

stake presidency
don C driggs president
john D killpack jr first councilor
george S young second councilor
ichaelmichaelnichael14 M norman stake clerk

patriarch john letham

high councilmen
robert B daileydalleydaliey
william wilson

ibid81bid p 8
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wiliiamwilliam hill
thomas H ingram
joseph S beesley
david R sinclair
edward D jones
hyrum B clawson
edlefedleredier B edlefsenEdiedl
george

efsen
eddington

henry M todd
david J thomas

alternate high councilmen
lehi pratt
george B green
don G A snithstaithanithsmith
halseysey D fullmer
frederick alienallenailen 9

the new officers of the stake discharging their duties with ef-

ficiency called their first stake conference the following month october

19 1901 this conference was held in the leigh ward as it was the

practice to hold conferences in the wards in rotation the minutes of

this conference read

saturday morning session
stake president don GC driggs presided opened by singing besongcsongesong

omitted in recordjrecordsrecor prayerdj offered by bishop F W morgan of pratt
ward singing again

stake president don C driggs made a few opening remarks ex-
pressing his gratitude at being present at our first stake conference 010

it is interesting to note that this conference was privileged to

be the first to accept by vote the new organization of the first presidency

with joseph F smithsnith as president of the church11churchhChurchchurchy

teton9tetonsteton

11

stake quarter centennial jubilee booklet published by
the teton stake 1926

historical record of teton stake MS book 1 sept 2 1901 to
dec 31 1908 p 14

ibidulbidp p 22

19p
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10historical
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in the afternoon session bishop nahunnahum curtiss reported on the

victor ward he mentioned that three fourths of the population of their
neighborhood were members of the church and about one third of these were

poor saints12

elder B H roberts of the president of seventies was in at-

tendance at this conference and was the concluding speaker in his remarks

he expressed his pleasure with his visit to the valley and stated that he

thought it to be a beautiful and productive place he praised the pioneers

in the valley and all pioneers as the great benefactors of their race13

A summarization of the conference was given by president driggs

concerning the condition of the people generally and this concluded the

first conference

in closing the eventful year of 1901 in the newly organized teton

stake of zion the writer quotes the minutes of a december meeting

in speaking of the love of temporal prosperity president killpack
said the need for the completion of the creamery at driggs was im-
perative its operation will be of great value to the people of the
valley also he mentioned the need of a grist mill in the valley
and that we should not spend our money in litigation over water rights
but rather use money in the construction of reservoirs to which this
part of the country is well adapted14adapted

As

14

was the custom in other new communities a theocratic government

was formed in teton valleyvailey by this leadership the body of the church had

someone on whose wisdom and judgment they could rely

the word of wisdom

behold verily thus saith the lord unto you in consequence of

ibid p 16 13ibid131bid13131 pibidbid 14 14lbid141bid141 pbid 26
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evils and designs which do and will exist in the hearts of conspiring
men in the last days I1 have warned you and forewarn you by giving
unto you this word of wisdom by revelation

that inasmuch as any man drinkethdrinkuthdrin wineketh or strong drink among you
behold it is not good neither meet in the sight of your father only
in assembling yourselves together to offer up your sacraments before
him

and behold this should be wine yea pure wine of the grape of
the vine of your own make

and again strong drinks are not for the belly but for the
washing of your bodies

and again tobacco is not for the body neither for the belly
and is not good for man but is an herb for brusiesbrudies and all sick
cattle to be used with judgment and skill 15

the foregoing quote was given as a revelation to the prophet joseph

smith in 1833 as a guide to the members of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints by following the commandment given one may have ad-

ditional health and strength while enjoying the blessings of heaven

in the teton stake as was the problem elsewhere the problems

of liquor tea coffee and tobacco were evident the church officials

endeavored to counteract this influence in every possible way not only

is the settling of a new region attended by such evils but the problem is

still just as evident and as acute today soon after the organization of

the stake the necessity for taking measures to stem the influence of the

saloons was felt
in the stake conference of february 22 23 1903 president don

C driggs gave a report on the general condition of the stake he made

particular mention of the liquor habit arising among the people he spokesooke

very strongly against the large number of members patronizing saloons 1016

doctrine15doctrine15 and covenants sec 89 verses 484 published8 by church
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city utah 1943

1 teton stake historical record conference report MS 1901-
1908 p 129

dth
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in the two following priesthood meetings the same theme was evident

with the denunciation of those in the auxiliaries using any strong beverage

on february 23 1903 president driggs arose and endorsed the remarks con-

cerning the word of wisdom which had just been given by others he also

expressed his desire that all who were auxiliary workers would observe the

word of isdomiisdomiscomiisdor stake superintendent of sunday schools james F griggs

remarked that the sunday school officers must observe this covenant george

M tonks superintendent of the YMMIA remarked that he had not re-

ceived such strict orders

at the next priesthood meeting the following was recorded

minutes of priesthood meeting of stake february 28 1903 bishop
nahumnahunnahan curtis of victor ward spoke of the attendance of the priesthood
at priesthood meetings exhortedEdior theted brethernbrethemethernbretherdbr to use love and friend-
liness in turning members of the church from their evil ways uronupon
presentation orthe question of the use of tea and coffee at picnics of
the saints it is the mind of the meeting that this was wrong18wrong

the

18

problem of observing the word of wisdom had not lessened by

1905 when additional reference was made to the trafficking of liquor and

the young men inhabiting the saloons patriarch john lethamlethanLet havinghaldhajnhaid re-

viewed the instructions given in the conference concluded that the drun-

kard the profaner and those who were guilty of sexual sins would be

handled for their membership in the church also those who criticized the

church authorities should be cut off unless they repented the same

theme was followed in the stake conference the following may when elder

joseph W mcmurrin said

elder joseph W mcmurrin spoke of the evils of the liquor habit
of the evil of example in this line and what can be done by officers

ibidbid p 134 ibidbid p 134

17
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and relatives against it the saloon is an infamous den that deals
out death and the priesthood should labor against these evilsevievlevi-ls inas1s
love but with firmness he then spoke of the evils of the tobacco
habit the saloon cannot be run decently it is not a decent business
do not drink tea and thereby show your children that you do nobnou believebelleve
the word of wisdom if you observe the word of wisdom you will have
greater strength to do your religious duties and greater influence
in teaching your children to righteousness parent love your children
and do not spare strength or care or influence or labor or means
in training them up in righteousness 7

during this same year 19051901905.igo and the following year the evil of

liquor and tobacco was evident in the high council of the stake this

of course was not condoned these men were members of the church who

knew the regulations governing such matters and should have realized that

the example they were setting was not in the best interests of the young

people

the matter was very seriously considered in four different high

council meetings taking up the majority of time in each of the meetings

the writer quotes these four in sequence to show how the situation was

handled

the subject of the needed observance of the word of wisdom by
ward officers being considered and it being shown that ward officers
refer to high councilorscouncillorscounci beinglors guilty in this particular the council
hereby reaffirms its formerlormerfonner resolution namely that the members of
the council shallshalishail observe the word of wisdom especially as to abstain-
ing from intoxicants visiting saloons and using tobacco and that
any members of this council violating this resolution shall be called
to answer to the council lorforlonionfonron such violation

the question of some members of the council breaking the word of
wisdom wasvaas talked of and the motion was adopted that members of the
council using tobacco or visiting saloons be called to account for
same before the council

i-

bid p 266
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it was agreed by unanimous vote that a committee of two be appointed
to wait upon certain members of the council with regard to their
observance of the word of wisdom william wilson and president young
were chosen as the committee 22

president george S young referred to the observance of the word
of wisdom lyby members of the council and asked if sickness and old
age may not be considered in the light of an excuse from having to
forsake the habit of tobacco this question was considered it was
shown to be the mind of the meeting that the rule of the council on
this point be observed by all no discriminations could be made it
was further agreed that the violation of this rule by certain members
of the council be considered by the council and that the clerk write
these members especially requesting them to be present at the next
regular meeting of the council J

the situation should have been alleviated had the council and the

people adhered to the advice of those in authority this unfortunately

was not the case which resulted in bad feelings among the high council

members eventually in 1906 apostles francis M lyman and george F

ichardschards came to help settle the trouble at a priesthood meeting on may

26 1906 apostle francis M lyman remarked that the priest should be a

support to the bisho and a tower of strength he said also that it
should be a reproach to a high priest to be at variance with others or to

have any difficulty with anyone it was evident to him that the feeling

of harmony and support of those in office was imperfect he said they

were evidently not prepared for the conference and advised those at the

head to clean up and brush off these imperfections of harmony and order

he advised all present to keep in line with the authority or else they
24

were in serious danger

the following day hlaymayplay 2th27thath at the general priesthood session

ibid june 22 1905 ibid july 27 1905

minutes of priesthood meeting MS may 26 190619062 p 309
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apostle lyman questioned the priesthood if they were in harmony with the

general authorities and with stake authorities bishop david P cheney

failing to sustain one of the members of the high council was asked by

aportleapostle lyman to settle everything before conference he advised the

brethernbrethemethernbretherdbr to adjust difficulties without the aid of disinterested parties

if possible men holding the priesthood should be not only just but
2625merciful he told them

again in a special high council meeting called the afternoon of

the 27th apostle lyman and george F richards were in attendance and

attempted to further settle the difficulties apostle lyman promptly

questioned each of the members on their observance of the word of wisdom

this revealed that all present either observed it or promised to observe

it strictly this pertained to the abstaining from tea coffee tobaccotobac
intoxicants ndand to teach this principle to others in a straightforward

manner they were told that a high councilor who could not observe the

word of wisdom should resign allAH then agreed by vote to observe this

admonition it was also agreed to discourage the serving of tea and

coffee by church organizations in general gatherings 2026

this in general settled the differences and difficulties of

those in authority at this time however the evils of not observing

the council and advice as given in the womwora ofi wisdomwisdon was continually

plaguing the authorities this point was adaquatelyadequately expressed in the

ibidbid may 27 190619062 p 310

high council minute book I1 MS mayplaymlay 27 1906 p 297
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following quotes concerning another concerted effort on the part of the

stake authorities to cope with the rising tide of drunkenessdrunkennessdrun

priesthood

keness

meeting september 28 1907 it was the sentiment of
the meeting that church officers who use liquor moderately or periodi-
cally repent or be handled for their office and standing the following
resolution presented by president john D killpack was then adopted by
unanimous vote resolved that we the priesthood do not enter the
saloon for any purpose whatsoever and that we enlist the aid of auxilaubil
ilary organizations and the house in adoption and support of this res-
olution it was considered advisable that this resolution be put to
the ward priesthood and to ward officers for their adoption on motion
of edieredler B edieredleredlefs-enen the following aspas also adopted resolved that
merchants do not sftl1 goods on sunday and that bishops take up the
labor necessary with their merchants to secure the observance of this
resolution the following was also adopted at stake priesthood meeting
resolved that bishops be held responsible for the attendance of their
priesthood at stake priesthood meetings and that they especially
secure a good attendance at next priesthood meeting 27

priesthood session february 9 1908
president driggs spoke on the saloon and its evils said the

saloon seems to be violating the lav that it is kept up partly by the
patronage of our people he referred to our resolutions in priesthood
meeting on thischis question said that the majority of our young men are
acquiring the drinking habit unrestrained three saloons are supported
in the valleyvailey

president mcmurrin urged the seventies to finish their year book
in the time designated the following resolution was then presented
to the meeting by thomas R ilson whereas we recognize the fact
that the evils following in the progress of the work of the lord in
this stake or zion and by undermining the characters of the rising
generation broods evil for the future and whereas we as the priesth-
ood feel that we have a mighty responsibility devolving upon us in
battling against the condition surrounding us and our families and
that we should be leaders in the crusade against the saloon and whereas
we regard the saloon as an evil to society it would be a wicked policy
to license the saloon just as it would be a wicked policy to license
the brothel and gambling den therefore hebe it resolved that we the
priesthood of the teton stake of zion do hereby pledge ourselves to
devote our utmost energy and effortsfafforts to abolish the saloon in this
stake and that by our personal example we will give force to our
precepts

ibid september 28 1907 p 381

ibid february 8 1908 p 40
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meeting of stake presidency high council bishopric ward clerks
november 27 1914

at the beginningbegin ofnang the year there had been twenty one non ob
servers of the word of wisdom among the leading ethembrethembrethernethernbretherdbr now there
were eleven but two thirds of this eleven were of the high council
and bishopricsbishoprickbish fourtycourtyoprics four of the leaders in the stake and wards were
not paying tithes monthly as recommendedrecon theunended officers of the priesth-
ood quorums and auxiliaries outrankedout inranked the observance of the word
of wisdom moved and seconded that the high council clean up by the
first of the year or get out that is observe the word of wisdom
allaliail voted in favor of the motion movedandMove secondeddand and carried that
the same apply to bishopricsbishoprickBish andoprics clerks the report was to be made at
the last priesthood meeting in december 9

from the previous quote of 1914 it was evident how persistent and

extensive the evils of liquor had become it was also evident that the

patience of the stake presidency and some members of the high council had

nearly reached the breaking point the progress of allaliail was being hampered

by the negligence of a few in conforming to the rules prescribed by the

church authorities

erecting a new place of worship

shortly after the organization of the stake in connection with

the stakes of the snake river valley the people were called upon to assist

in the erection of an academy building at rexburgredburgRex forburg a number of years

they were engaged in this project even the members of the teton stake

were in great need of a meeting place large enough to house their own

people

there are various notations recorded in the minutes of meetings

dated the latter months of 1903 in regard to the need of erecting a new

stake building it was not until january of the new year 1904 that

high council minute booknookdook II11III111ili MS november 27 1914 P 432

on C driggs personal journal
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ardjardaard to the
stake namely the offer of 1500u500 to go towards the erection of a stake
nouse for meetingrae purposeseting the ward to have the privilege of using
the same for ward purposes he called for remarks on the subject
after some consideration pro and con the proposal of driggs

lumluniun

40bo

ac2c 1904 p 172

u

definite steps were taken to bring their planning to a reality in the

stake priesthood meeting of january 29 1904 the followingfolroirol notationloving was

made

president driggs presented the proposition of driggs

ard was
adopted by unanimous vote it was also agreed that a committeecomitcoalt oftee
five be chosen three for the stake and two for the ward to be a
committeecodicori onnitteecittee plans and building and that the committee be appointed
by the stake presidency the followingfolfoi wereloAng accordingly named for
driggs ard bishop H 0 crandall and joseph F griggs and for the
stake E B Ediedledlefsenefsen T R wilson and J illiam ilsonjilsonlison the amount
of means to be spent for the building was then considered it was
moved taat the building cost 4100001000010000.410000. amended by raising the cost to
15000915000 president driggs said we could depend on a donation from

the church president young thought we would receive one third from
this source after a lengthy consideration the amendment was sus-
tained with two dissentingdis votessentinE namelynameiy william ilsonwilson and H J
stone afterward made unanimousunanlunana

the
nous

building committee having returned after retirement presented
the followingfollo Tvringiringvrine R wilson that the stake house be built of common

native building rock that sp2509250 per cord be allowed for the quarrying
of the rock and 5005.00v500 for hauling that 130013.00 a thousand be allowed
for rough lumoerblumoer that the committee oe caidpaidcald for their time and work
as committee men the report was accepted by the meeting As to
paying for the committeemencommitte itenenemen was also agreed y vote that they
receive 35.35 per hour and that the clerk receive 40.40 per hour for his
special work as clerk31clerk

after

31

additional reports and estimates had been gathered and co-
mpiled tetue stake presidency decided to present it to the body of the church

in the afternoon session of conference february 22 1904 don C driggs

presented the proposition and asked for a sustaining vote the people voted

unanimously in favor of its erection A letter from GC Mr1 squires architect

on the proposed plan of the stake house was also presented at this meet-

ing thomas R ulisonwilson then made a brief report of the committiesmittiescommitteescom

high councilCour minuteicil book II11 MS january 2
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visit to C M squires and reported that the original plan of the co-
mmittee for a 15000015000 structure would be too large after a brief dis-

cussion period the plans as submitted by C M squires with the proposed

changes were put to a vote and passed unanimously

in a special meeting following this conference T R wilson spoke

to those assembled of the preparations for the stake house and desired

the hauling of rock to commence the following wednesday he also presented

the plans for the ground floor of the proposed building and explained them

the question of building the house during the ensuing year 1904 was

presented considered and unanimously approved33approved

the

33

work progressed normally until the foundation was laid this

foundation consisted of quarried native sandstone layedbayed together with lime

the cornerstone was layedbayed may 23 1904 at four pm the following his-

torical record gives an account of the proceedings

laying of the corner stone of the new stake house may 23rd 4 pm
1904 president don C driggs presiding singing how firm a foundatiorflfoundatiori1
etc prayer by elder J golden kimballedaKUaedn singingsingasing4ballbali allng hail the glorious
day the comer stone was then lowered and dedicatory prayer offered
by elder rudger clawsonglawson he thanked the lord for the movement of the
building of the house and asked for the people the blessing of union
and of faith and of means agreeable to their needs for this purpose
he then dedicated the stone and the grounds asking heavens blessing
thereon he then ask gods blessing on the stake presidency high
council bishops and the people that ailallali might work in harmony for
the success of the undertaking

eldertiderhiderhadereider lawson then talked to the people and promised them that
they would be blessed financially and theuhe way would be opened in a
marvelous way for them if they would be united and listen to the
counsels of their leaders

ider kimball promised blessings on the people upon the condition
that they should be united and faithful that in this they should also
be strengthened spiritually34spiritually

teton
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As is the case with many of the church structures the committee

was in great need of more funds A special high council meeting was held

june 11 1904 at which time committeeman edlefedleredier B edlefsenEdiedl reportedefsen the

status of the building and said that the work was hampered because of the

lack of money at this time the advisability of borrowing Jp00005000 to carry

on the work was considered since the building was to be constructed by

contract it was essential that the money be readily available the po-

ssibilities of a loan was further considered and it was eventually agreed

that the stake authorities would borrow 5000 videntallylividentallydentallyvi they did not

desire the full burden of this borrowing venture for they included in the

co signers the stake presidency high council bishopricsbishoprickbish andoprics other lead-

ing men of the stake elder 0 F ursenbach was sent to salt lake city to

negotiate the loan and finally succeeded in getting an offer for only 2500

this amount was obtained but was not sufficient to carry on the work con-

tinuously so a valley carnival was planned so big and so successful was

this carnival that the year 1904 is referred to as carnival year .3636 this

carnival received its impetus from the building committee as was reported

to the high council may 28 1904

president driggs reported that the building committee of the stake
house had decided on a stake carnival for the week of july fourth etc
for the purpose of raising means for the building and had selected
oscar F ursenbach to take charge of same he read a proposed program
covering the six days of the week the proposition was presented for
the approval of the council after consideration it was approved
decided that it would be held at driggs and that the whole stake take
part in it11 37

in the priesthood meeting following the high council meeting the
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following is recorded

president driggs spoke of a proposed stake carnival for the week
of july ath4th to raise means for the building of the stake house reading
proposed program for same it wasgas stated that stock etc contributed
should be allowed and it was left to the judgementjud andgement action of the
building committee the question of raffling articles at the carnival
was asked as to whetnervnetnerchetner it should be allowed and it was left to the
judgementjud andgement action of the building committeecoracorm itcitteenittee was decided by vote
that we have the carnival as outlined the question of voting for
queen of the carnival was considered aridandarldalid the stake was divided into four
districts as follows 1 jackson hole 2 victor and chapin 3 bates
driggs darby and pratt lr4 hadradhadenen and leigh and cache each of
these districts should nominate and vote for queen candidate the one
receiving the greatest numbernunbenubbe of votes to be queen of the carnival

elder thomas wilson of the building committee reported progress
of preparations for building he solicited volunteers for starting
work on the foundation the coming monday

president driggs read the list of amounts apportioned to the
different wards for the cost of erecting the building as follows
bates a4004400 chapin 80 driggs 300043000it leigh 1440 cache 1080 pratt

120041200 victor 2800 darby 1200 jackson 3004300 total 41305038133503813350.38413050.38

the carnival lasted a full six days so great was the interest shown

the people turned out en masse for the entire six days A temporary hall

was erected with a stage of timbers covered with wagon covers theatrical

performances and vaudevillesvaude werevilles staged and this coupled with the games

on the outside furnished amusement for the week39 the result of this
extravanganza is written in the minutes of the next july 30th priesthood

meeting

0 F ursenbach of carnival committee gave a report of the
carnival which showed 1702501702.504170250 net profit to be turned over to the
stake house building committee president driggs also spoke of the
carnival of its success and the faithful labors of the committecommittee
praising same of the enjoyment furnished by the carnival and of the
good feelings prevailing he said that the proceeds of the carnival
would be needed above the amount fomerlyformerly apportioned to wards hence
no reduction of apportionments would be made superintendent of the
work and chairman of the building comaitteeconinitteecommittee thomas R wilson gave a

ibid may 28 1904 p 210
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report of the progress of the work he said that 800 of the 025002500
borrowed had already been used and that the remaining 1700 could
not go very far said he felt the weight of the responsibility for
the superintendent of the building and while he would do his very
best in expenditure of the means in his charge he also desired the
people to give him their support and their charity he urged the
bishops to collect apportionments from the people as needed for the
progress of the work he had faith that the work would continue until
winter stopped it president driggs said that the 1.00100 per month
donation would still be required in answer to a question with a pay-
ment of full apportionment as soon as possible president young expres-
sed good faith in the project and urged the ethernbrethembrethernbretherdbr to diligently
support the work even to setting aside their personal interests if
need be and solicited perfect union in this matter

although

40

their carnival had been successful and a fair sum of

money raised the continued nationscbnationscb so necessarynecessarynecessar wereY not coming in

the superintendent of the building project T R wilson announced in a

priesthood meeting september 24 1904 that all the money obtained had been

used he also indicated that no money had been received from the people

during the progress of the work the people had not supported the enter-

prise and he thought that individuals must be approached personally since

general request had failed

to

41

further add to their problems the first payment on the money

borrowed in salt lake city was due also their architect mr squires

was sueing them because of a misunderstanding which caused the building

committee to withold his fees president george S young was dispatched

to salt lake city where he called on the first presidency for advice on

the matter on returning home he gave the following report

high council meeting january 16 1905
president young then reported having called on the first presidency

of the church in the interest of the stake house they had assisted
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toureyourgtoune
regarding the building of the stake house the architect advised rock
ruble orkwork for three back walls of building with a continuation of
broken ashlar work for the front wallwaliwaii that to finish the building
as planned by C M squires would cost us from 25000 to 30000

it was decided byqyay vote of the council that architect C

I1

gockcock

l-inda-ind

ilocoilooo

presiden5president
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him to get the continued loan of s150001500 of the 2500 owing on our
fomeriyfomerlyformerly given note to the bank he paying our 1000 on the note for
one year and at 7 interest they had also contributed 500 cash
towards the building and invited us to call on them for further help
should we get in a pinch he said they were being over burdened with
similar petitions sr helpheip on church buildings president young had
paid 300 to ricks academy placing the remaining 200 with a local
bank he then gave the report of his visit to architect john D G

M squires
be discharged and that john D C young be employed as architect for
the house per report of president george S young t was also de-
cided that the stake presidency be empowered to organize the work of
getting our rock and lumber for completion of the building president
driggs stated C 14 squires was bringing suite against us for further
payment as architect upon consideration it was decided that the stake
Presidenpresidency be empowered to secure an attorney to make preparations for
defense

h-

igh council meeting january 26 1905
it was decided that president george S young be paid 1001.00 per

day for his time spent in collecting for the stake house the council
then decided to honorably release the stake building committee with
a vote of thanks for services done president young was then sustained
as superintendent of the building to labor under the direction of the
stake presidency and high council as committee brother william wilson
then presented the idea of suspending the work on the building for the
present as the people as a whole were poor and were burdened eithwithplith
obligations president driggs did not think this advisable as the
people felt well toward the building and expected to help build it
he then advanced the idea considered and favored by the stake presidency
namely to build a cheaper building a frame building for temporary
use until the people were able to finish the rock building and that
this be an all purpose building after consideration this plan was
favored by unanimous vote of the council3council43councilcouncile

stake

343

priesthood meeting january 28 1905
president young presented for the consideration of the meeting

the plan considered and favored by the stake presidency and high
councilcoucow namelyicil to build a cheaper building a frame hall to be
used for stake purposes untilunti the rock building can be finished and
that this temporary building be used for amusements as well

the brethernbrethemethernbretherdbr discussed the use the size and the cost of the
proposed building it was the iind of the group that the newly pro
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attendedattende4 butbat that the speaker

was unusual standing before them on this sunday morning november 26 1905

was elder martin harris son of martin harris of book of mormonmomon fame he

eloquently gave the history of his fathers life as connected with the book

of momonmormonmonnon and the church he related how his father spent his money for

printing etc because of the wonderful testimony of its truthfulness he

also related the storystonystomy of his fathers coming to the saints in the salt lake

ibidbid 0 p 208 ibid p 271 461bidp46lbido p 280
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posed building be built hatthat it be built suitable for both religious
meeting and amusements and that its size be about 40 feet by 80 fetret
and that it cost about 035003500 not over 4000 these ideas were
adopted by vote of the meeting the same being unanimous

now that another building plan had been considered and accepted it
was necessary to change the money apportionment to the wards this was

done in the next priesthood meeting june twenty fourth at which time it
was determined that the new temporary stake house would cost an average

of 2.50250 per capita

the decision to build this frame building lessened greatly the

financial burden of a people who even then found it difficult to meet the

apportionment because of this the building progressed slowly even though

an additional 500 was borrowed from the bank 0

by the end of november they had progressed sufficiently with their

building that they were able to hold stake conference in the new building

the wailswallswalis were lathedbathed butcut the plastering had not been done it surely

must have been a unique experience for the presiding authorities to look

about them at the unsightly lathe however the minutes of the occasion

tend to indicate the meeting was not only well attend
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valley and of his eventual death before his death he reaffirmed his

testlmonytestimony of the truthfulness of the book of mormon47monnon47MormonMonnon

the

47

work in building the stake house continued on through the

remainder of 1905 and into the following year there were occassional

banquets entertainments and continued exhortations to the members to

fulfill their obligations although the date of the com
p letlon is not

recorded there are several indications from the minutes of meetings held

therein on sunday afternoon may 27 1906 apostle george F richards

commended the saints on their building and exhorted all to be faithful in

helping pay off the obligations on the building preparatory to its dedi-

cation president lyman also praised the people in the selection of the

plan of the building and its usefulness48usefulness

As

48

they desired to finish the building as soon as possiblepos asibleY

concerted effort was made to contact the members and urge them to complete

their payments in this they were successful as is recorded in the minutes

of stake conference february 17 1907 at which time it was dedicated

president driggs spoke of the stake house which was about to be
dedicated and of the charity and good efforts of the people in con-
tributing to the payment of the building

many of the people had made real sacrifices in doing so he also
mentioned the payments or donations by auxilliaryauxillia organizationsry and
thanked the people for their support of this project so highly ap-
preciated he said that the building was paid for and about 300 over
which could be applied to finish the seating of the house

sunday afternoon session february 17 1907
president don C driggs then made a brief statement of the cost

of the stake house etc and said that the secretarysecretarys minutes would
be presented at the next stake priesthood meeting the dedicatory
prayer was then offered by elder george albert smith of the quorum of
twelve apostles49Apostles
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at one of the following priesthood meetingsinee atings fullfuli financial report

was read concerning the cost of erecting the building this report brought

to a conclusion years of sacrifice
priesthood meeting april 27 1901907igo

president driggs then read the report of the cost of erection of
the stake house which was accepted by vote of the meeting
report of superintendent and clerk on teton stake building
building finished and dedicated february 16 1907 report approved
april 27 1907
receipts from wards
clawson 799.2479924 haden

730
stake auxiliaryauxi assocalsoclliary 220.8522085
other sources 32.503250
nn residents 168.9016890
stake amusements 193.2819328
church 1000.00100000

paid out on building
paid out on grounds etc furnishings

8897.81889781
6193.30619330
2704512704.5127042704127045-1
8897818897.81

l
50

various problems

in the church of jesus christ of latter day saints there evolved

upon the bishops and stake presidents a grave responsibility to them

with the help of their councilorscouncillorscounci comelors the responsibilities of living

exemplary lives they must also have coordination with other stake officers

to bring about unification of purpose in furthering the gospel of the king-

dom of god their problems are many and varied their hours long their

patience long suffering their love and devotion to a cause continuous

50ibid50lbid50ibid p 351
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in the stake historical record beginning in the year 1909 the

problem of temple marriage was brought up and a solution provided

minutes of regular session of the high council held thursday
february 25 1909 the question as to whether or not under any cir-
cumstances a man having had his endowments could marry outside of the
temple without sinning was asked and considered the concensusconcentuscon ofcensus
opinion was in the negative president don C driggs favored the opin-
ion that church officials should refuse to marry such applicants51applicants

unfortunately

51

there were problems which arose among the stake

authorities themselves causing disruption and serious repercussions among

the people over whom they presided there was nothing adverse in the

characters of these men but the experience brought out the fact that all
were subject to human error and differences of opinion

the writer noted other instanceinstances previously recorded of the

disregard for observance of the wordwond of wisdom by a few high council members

bishopricsbishoprickbish andoprics auxiliary officials differences of opinion creelyfreelyDeely express-

ed brought about a laxity of duty in many cases this influence and dif-

ference wormed its way into the feelings of the stake presidency with the

result that very little unity and work was being accomplished the serious-

ness of the situation was evident and finally a solution was arrived at as

noted in the following

president driggs had written recently to the presidency of the
hurch regarding the unsatisfactory condition in the presidency of this

stake apostle ivins had come in response to this letter to make an
investigation A general neglect had been found several meetings
had been held including one in which a secret ballot was taken this
ballot indicated a disposition of the part of the brethembrethernethernbretherdbr to sustain
the presidency an understanding had been arrived at and the brethembeethem
of the presidency were now united and determined to devote themselves
to their calling in the stake

teton stake historical recordbookRecord 2Book MS january 1909 to
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president driggs rejoiced that the stake presiencypresidencyPresi wereency now united
for the first time in many years having settled allailali differences they
now solicited the support of the people and hoped to deserve it more
than ever they had worked under adverse conditions but now could
act as a unit in handling any conditions that might arise and would
expect as much from the people in the way of reformation weve desire
the love confidence and support of the people

councilor john D killpack said we are going to do better the
best we can we mean what we say we are going to make our business
conform to our church interests

councilor george S young said the words of brother killpacklipackki had
largely expressed his thought52thought

the

52

sincerity of the desires of the stake presidency to right the

wrongs committed and to makenake amends was evident their attitude was ade-

quately manifest in the previous quote unfortunately when differences arse

it was difficult to regain theche status of uniformity of opinion which existed

prior to the difference additional differences arose and ultimately caused

a schism in the group this condition could only be corrected by the re-

lease of the person or persons from his responsibilities in the group

his release came to the stake presidency four years later on sunday after-

noon november 16 1913 the minutes of that period give a detailed account

as to the proceedings

stake conference saturday sunday november 15 16 1913
sundaybunday afternoon

president francis M lyman expressed appreciation at the good
attendance especially in as much as there were so many changes to be
made it had been found advisable to release both the stake presidency
and the high council and about forty good men had been named in response
to the brethiensbrethrenbret beinghyenshiens asked to hand in on slips the names of the
best men in the stake out of this number a presidency and council
had been selected the brethren to be released as if released from
mission service abroad especially the outgoing members of the pre-
sidency were entitled to the gratitude and respect of the people
likewise the bishops to be released should feel that they had completed
their missionsmiss presidencyhonslonskons and council released honorably by vote and
with expressions of love and good will new presidency nominated and
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council presidencyPresiden doncyp C brigsdrig s presidentPresiden william R durrant ist
councilorcouncil james F griggs 2ndand councilor sustained unanimously53

mobility is not measured y the nunernunurnumcrnum ofcr times a person has

failed but in the number of times he has succeeded it is the opinion os

theuhe writer that the many years of devoted service rendered by the stkeetke
presidencypresi6ency and high council places them in a category of the noble

their lives were such that those over whom they served could pattern their

own bjby the example they set their friendship and service to their fellow

men will long be remembered by the pioneers and progenitors in the teton

stake of zion

on november 16 1913 the councilorscouncillorscounci tolors president driggs were re-

leased as stated and william R durrant and james F griggs erewere chosen

to take their places in august 1918 james M thomas took the place of

james F griggs on may 15 1919 ralph R cordon and albert choules be-

came the councilorscouncillorscounci tolors president driggs

on april 6 1917 the united states declared war and joined the

allies in the fightfi againstht germany answering their countryscount callrys were

approximately 185 men from teton county the mamoritymajoritymamo ofrity those who entered

the services at this time vierewerehere members of the LDS church many of them

saw action in much of the bitter fighting three out of the five of those

who lost their lives lost them in the argonne forest others who died

in hospitals from diseases contracted while serving their country were

guy butler and harryharriharrharliharlyhari maddox56Maddoxi

ibid

56

p 82

54teton stake and driggs wardviardwandriandrland tabernacle driggs idaho 1943

B driggs op citcipp p 202 36 bid p 203

drigs
unanimously 353

nobilitnobilio Y he

st ke

b

54

ldos-do

55

531bid

55bo a citp 56jbid

tp
orP

dd-s



www.manaraa.com

virgving a 3urleylhwleyburley recited the service flag
john J johnson sang a solo the flag without a stain
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on july 27 1919 in place of the regular piesthoodpriesthoodpiest meetinghood

special services were held for these five boys the minutes of that service

read as follows

priesthood day general assembly july 27 1919
in place of the priesthood general assembly special memorial

services convened for the five boys who lost their lives during the
world warliarkrarkran
song america prayer by bishop clarence early harris
solo by mr thomas ashworth
president albert choules gave the opening address of welcome welcoming
the people and praising the boys in whose honor we meet today
pratt ward quartetquartette sang mustered out
professor ezra C dalby gave a short biographical sketch of the boys
miss eva killpack pinned a gold star on the service flag in honor of
albert murdock of victor idaho
miss luella alienallenailen pinned a gold star on the service flag in honor of
guy E butler of driggs
MISS juliajullajuila cherry pinned a gold star on the flag in honor of george
smith of victor idaho
miss cora humphreys pinned gold star on the flag in honor of harry
maddox of clementsvilleClements idahoville
miss helen floyd pinned a gold star on the flag in honor of moses
arthur hulet of driggs idaho
miss virginia

major C aimfieaam booth of pocatello gave the address of the day praising
the people for their loyalty in attending these services in honor of
the boys who gave their lives for our country during the war during
his speech he told of various instances in whichunich the common man pro-
tected the rights of the free people and make it possible for freedom
to reign in this country as well as other countries it is the common
man who at all times has stood for right and justice for mankind li
couragingcou theraging people to live not only for our little daily works live
not only for the little things of every day life but to think of the
greater things which we are helping to do we are each and every one
helping to build this nation and the governmentgo ofverment this nation the
american flag stands for ailallali that we have done and all that we are

president albert choules thanked major booth for his fine address
in behalf of the stake authorities and people
duet by mr and mrs C G breen
reading by mrs C R burle
congregation sang the staristar spangled banner
prayer by president ralph R cordon57Cordon
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at the request of the parents of triese boys their bodies were returned

to their homes for burial funeral services were held in the tabernacle

at driggs se tember 225 1921 for three of these boys whose bodies were

returned

september 25 1921
funeral services of moses authur hulet lindsay edward urdockkurdockiI and

george anthony smith the three teton county boys who died in action
overseas during the late doridworld ar held in bhethe stake house sunday
september 25 1921 at 2 pmpon iderlderh brigham H roberts read the pro-
phecies of isaiah and its fulfillmentfulfifulci after11ment the resurrection of christ

as told by the scriptures how happy we should be in this county that
so few of the 150 called into service were called upon to akerake the
supreme sacrifice I1 always prayed god that rather than be maimed and
acarredscarred for life that the men in inymy regiment might make the supreme
sacrifice as did these boys that god took the best to sacrifice for
the liberty of humanity there is no doubt in my mind I1 feel that
were christ to view these remains and other remains of those who lost
their lives in this late war he would feel proud and have a bright
countenance rather than that of shame because in this the supreme
sacrifice these boys in myinyiry estimationest4esta died1mationmatlon for a great cause

elder roberts also encouraged those in uniform before him not to
think or talk lightly of the sacrifice of these your fellows As
much as I1 need money there is no fortune in america that could purchase
from me the joy in the humble thought theltthat I1 gave my humble service in
this world war .5858

during the world far II11 the teton vaileyvalley was again well represented

again the majority of those inducted were lds the honor roll numbered

upwards of five hundred men and women many of whom have paid he supreme

price while others were wounded59wounded

on

59

february 18 1921 president don C driggs asked to be released

because he now resided in arizona this was accomplished at the stake

conference of february 20 when aloertalbert choules became president under the

organization of apostle melvin J ballard his councilorscouncillorscounci werelors ralph R

cordon and alma hanson and amacy

p 197 teton stake historical record MS 1945-
1950 p 62

in

J clarkdarkdankclank as clerk A vacancy occurred
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at the death of president ralph riA gordoncordon illiamillia A strong was selected

as councilor to president choules later alma hanson asked to be released

because of his jork taking him out of the stake leigh fullmer was

made second councilor in the teton stake presidency60presidency6oPresidency

under

60

t he capable leadership of these men the teton stake embarked

upon another building campaign the stake tabernacle then occupied was

not adaquateadequateada inquate many ways it was difficult to heat difficult to keep

in a state of good repair because of the age and condition and it would

not accomodateaccommodate all who desired seating

the advisability of building a new stake house was discussed by

the stake presidency and high council with the result that they decided

to build in the very near future 0

the proposition was agitated throughout the year of 1937 but

because of the crop failures it was thought best to wait to proceed

also at this time the county was in the process of building a hospital

at driggs mrmir S M meickle who was the chairmanchaimanchalman gave to the wards of

the stake their various alottments the hospital was being builtbulit under

the WPA but the LDS church raised 440004000 to assist in its constructionconstructions

apostle

3

richards encouraged them to wait and presented the possibility of

fixing up the old building after discussing this possibility the pre-

sidency decided to call in john christoffersenChri astoffersen carpenter and contractor

to give his appraisal of the building hisIU report was that the building

teton stake golden anniversary homecoming driggs idaho 1951

teton stake historical record MS december 1936
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teton stake and driggs arddarddand tabernacle
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was not built substantially enough LOto warrant renovation the stake

presidency acted promptly by appointingappo carlintinE A ripplinger sterling A

urdockmurdock11urdock and darrell C buxton as a special committee to head the project

of building a new tabernacle in december they had the forest ranger stamp

ten thousand feet of logs which were taken out to make lumber for a new

church building

the bids were opened in the presiding bishops office in salt lake

city in the presence of bishop legrand richards the several contract

bidders the bishop of driggs iard and the teton stake presidency 5 the

contract was let to david M davis of rexburgredburgRex idahoburg on june 29 1941 he

ediatelyimmediatelymediately purchased all the steel and most of the material necessary for

the building and it was not long before it was on the building site this

was most fortunate since building materials were soon frozen because of

the war not a single item went into the building for which a priority

was required 00

on august 23 1941 the ground was broken by presiding bishop

legrand richards and the building was completed in twentyfivetwenty months67months6monthsfive

the

667

stake presidency had asked the general authorities for per-

mission to build but they felt that it would be best for thanthemthen to wait

the wisdom of this advice was at this time noticeable because their task

became much easier because of the financial condition of the stake the

support of the priesthood quorumsqu stakeorums auxiliaries organizations and

the contributions from their friends far and near lessened the burden of

MS 1943

ibid 67lbid
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the wards s

the building is completely modernmodem and covers an area of 2500

square feet it is constructed of idaho pressed brick known as the

yellowstone blend there is decorative stone in the west end of the

building and on 11 major entrances the interior is decorated with hard-

wood floors and andcarpetingcarpeting which blends with the color scheme and draperies

tile was used in the lavatories and baptismal font adaquateadequateAda classquate room

and office space was provided the building is of such a nature that it
commands the attention of the many summersumer tourists who travel through the

valley

the dedicatory service was held sunday october 10 1943 the

following program was rendered

opening hymn the spirit of god like a fire is urningfumingurningll
choir and congregation

invocation M R killpack
anthem let the mountains shout for joy

choir
r-emarksmarks greetings and report president albert choules
anthemithemAf 0ito110tio myibyibb fatherFatherit

choir
address and dedicatory prayer president david 0 mckay
hymn we thank thee 0 god for a prophet

choir and congregation
benediction howard tonks7

on march 14 1948 albert choules was released to preside over the

southern states mission and william A strong was sustained as president

of teton stake his councilorscouncillorscounci werelors W leigh fullmer and T ross wilson

with bryan J fullmer as clerk71clerk

68lbid681bid
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may 1 1951 president T ross wilson passed away following a

short illness 2 his vacancy was filled by clarence murdock

to this stake presidency is attributed the honor in successfully

planningplanipiani andling executing the teton stake golden anniversary the following

quote is taken from the stake records concerning this occasion

teton stake golden anniversary
on september 1 2 1951 the stake celebrated the 50th year of its

organization A very humorous program was enjoyed by over 700 people
on saturday night september 1 and on sunday september 2 1951 a very
interesting assembly was held in the chapel about seventeen of the
original stake officers of 1901 were still alive and most of them pre-
sent extemporaneous remarks from the original officers present who
came from at least eight of the western states for the occasion told
of memories and experiences of early days in teton basin humorous
and otherwise indeed made the occasion a grand success at least
150 people were present who were also present at the stake organization
on september 2 1901 3

A booklet was also published at this time giving the history of

the stake accompanied by numerous pictures of early settlers and those

present at the organization of the stake in 1901 who held an office

the wards that existed within the stake at this time with the

number of members in each ward are listed below

driggs
tetoniacetonia
clawson
cache
pratt
daroydarby
bates
chapin
cedron
victor
jackson
grovontbrovont branch

947 members

203
122
206206
134
184
115
138
543
549

52

72ibid721bid
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a grand total of 3586 members residing within the confines of the teton

stake 74

after spending many pleasant years under its influence the writer

draws this conclusion concerning the teton stake of zion that the location

of teton stake is in one of natures wonder spots that no hardier more

industrious and faithful people can be found anywhere within the two

hundred and thirty stakes of the LDS church that from among their ranks

have come some of the noted leaders of the church that the love and kind-

ness displayed in their acts of helping others have always been of utmost

concern and that their constant diligence in guarding their youth will

pay off in future generations of happy healthy citizens who respect

their heritage their country and their god

teton stake golden anniversary homecoming driggs idaho 1951
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batesebates2 cache cedron clawsonglawson

driggs second and2 tetoniacetonia formerly haden in recent years the following

wards and branches have been discontinued and made parts of other wards

clementsvilleglementsvilleClements palisadeville richdalerichvaierichvalehicRichRic andvaiehvalevale valviewcalview in teton valley idaho and

south park and llisonkilson in jackson valleyvuey wyoming14yoming2 2

bates ward

the country west of teton river and southwest of driggs extending

to the west mountains was at first embraced in the bates district bates

derives its name from thomas C bates one of the first settlers in that

tetoneton stake historical recordfiecordltetonlaeton
2tetonsteton

CHAPTER IX

WARDS OF 1heihe TETON STAKE

prior to the organization of the teton stake september of 1901

the teton valley was divided into ecclesiastical districts known as wards

in an area where the population is not sufficient to carry on the activities

of a ward the LDS church provides an organization called a branch in

the jackson hole area there were two branches south park and wilson the

teton valley was divided into seven wards viz chapin darby driggs

haden leigh pratt and victor

at the present time 1956 the stake includes several other wards

in addition to those named above hey are bates

MS book 1 p 1

eton stake golden anniversary homecoming driggs idaho 1951
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part of the valley he located at the mouth of ahoganyhoganyboganymahogany canyon arch 6

1889 he later took out water for irrigation purposes arldazidarid commenced

breakingbrea thekLig virgin soil he raised a good crop the first year and thus

became the first settler to raise grain on the west side of teton river

in 1890 thomas C bates in conjuctionconjunction with charles and henry foster brought

into the valley the first threshing machine which they used for several

years

other families moved into the locality sufficient in number to

make possible the fonningbonning of a branch A meeting was held at bates september

7 1902 called tyby the stake presidency president george 3 young spoke

of the organization of a branch of the church in that neighborhood and

ask the support of the people in accepting their the presidencypresidencyspresiden choice

he then presented the namenaine of thomas bates as presiding der of the

branch he was unanimously sustained 4 some of the officers for aux-

iliaries were not chosen until june 1906 at this time the relief society

was organized withath mary A doodwood as president and nettie homes was chosen

as president of the primary5primary

by

5

19071967 the increase in population in the bates area necessitated

the selection of a townsite which was to be approved by vote of the people

however they were not able to agree on a location and so asked the stake

presidency to select a site the site selected and accepted by the people

was the south west comer of mr browns desert field west of the county

B I1 7 driggs op cit p 193

historical reocrd of bates arddard MS 19021-91819021981902 198 p1 102
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road A committee of five men was chosen to represent the interests of

the people 6

the growth of the branch was slow but continuous A population

of one hundred and forty one with twenty non members residing within the

ward boundaries was reported by the presiding elder in the year 1908 7

his increase was sufficient for th organization of a ward on august 12

19819082 withifithftlina hanson as ishopdishop homas C bates and samuel kunz as

councilorscouncillorscouncilors

the distance from the bates meeting house made it difficult for

people to regularly attend services those living on the south and east

fringe areas of the ward petitioned the stake presidency for a separate

and closer place where they could meet in the stake priesthood and high

council meeting the following was recorded

the next order of business was the petition from the saints
residing in the south part of the bates uardwardfard wherein they petitioned
that a branch of theche church be organized there as they were located
so far from the bates meeting house and in their petition which was
signed by practically all the members residing in that locality that
they would agree to support in every necessary way a branch of the
church if organized there brother milford kunz of the council spoke
for the petition giving further reasons why an organization would
be effected there asking that the boundary lines of the branch be
the same as those which now constitute the cedron school district allatlati
voted in favor of the organizing of a branch and establishment of the
boundary line as herein stated excepting charles M wardle not voting
the name of milfor kunz was recommended to the brethembrethernethernbretherdbr as the presiding
elder for the newly organized branch whichulich was unanimously supported9supported

they were successful in their petition A conference was held

february 1918 at which time the bates ard was divided and a branch

bid p 360360 7lbid71bid p 370

W driggs op cit p 194
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called cedron organized from its southern part 1

A house was renovated for the purpose of holding meetings and was

dedicated may 14 1922 by president alma hanson now february 1921 of

the stake presidency

A new enterprise was started in the spring of 1925 this new

enterprise was the raising of cauliflower and lettuce by a group of japanese

who rented twenty three acres from the bates warddardwandsand the12 crop raised was

very good but due to a heavy supply on uhe eastern markets they the ward

realized veryveryvexver littley from the rental of their land3
the bates members continued to meet for several years in the same

building making renovationsovationsren as needed in 1936 it was considered ad-

visable to build a new place of worship A special meeting was held may

24 1936 where it was decided to appoint alma clintglint buston and A fred

murdock as a committee for the new building 14 it was not until iarchlarchbarch

1938 that logs were sawed for a reduced cost to provide the lumber15lumber

his

15

lumber was then hauled to the new site in preparation for beginning

the building delays caused by lack of01 funds and full support of the

people caused a postponement of construction until the commencement of

the digging of the basement april 14 19401940. however the building was

begun and work progressed rapidly

the first sacrament service was held in the new building september

1 1940 at which there were one hundred and twenty in attendance 1

olbidOlbid p 289 historical record of bates ward MS 1921

ibid three months ending sept 30 1925 ibid
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dedication ceremonies were set for the afternoon of august 9 1942 the

following minutes were recorded

the meeting and dedication of the bates ardviard tabernacle was held at
8 pm august 9 1942

bishop alma hanson who was the first bishop here was next speaker
he gave a little history of this ward thomas C bates was the first
presiding elder
august 12 1908 bates ard was organized kimaalma hanson first bishop
after this house is dedicated you will find his spirit here but re-
member his spirit will not dwell in an unclean tabernacle brother
david 0 mckay then dedicated this house and gave a wonderful blessing
for the people as well there were many distinguished guests present
with most of the ward bishopricsbishoprickbish presentoprics joseph L worthlandnorthlandWorth csickcsic3esicland
was here

the bates yardwardilard has been and is at present one of the outstanding

wards of the teton stake the people are humblehanble and industrious and have

manifest great faith in the future by building a progressive community

cache

the cache ward was taken from the leigh uardwardviardilard and its early

history is interwoven with that of the leigh district most of the people

who first settled in this locality came from cache valley tah and so

chose this name for the ward the cache townsite was dedicated june 17 1907

and the ward was organized on may 8 1904 the ward is located approxi-

mately four miles south of tetoniacetoniaTe thetonia clawson ardwardkard borders it on the

east tetoniacetonia ard on the north driggs ward on the south and its boundary

on the west extendsec totends the foothills

in the spring of 1889 joseph gale located at the edge of the bench

near the river bottombotton but later moved onto the townsite where he erected

191bid19ibjd

on20don J1 driggs history of tton valleyvailey 2
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hobertrobertkobert

januaryandary

aj1jardjard a
delightful time in the nature of a dance with an ice cream luncheon
attached the fete was pulled off in the new meeting house which is
a credit to the good people of cache the party was well attended by
contingents from driggs haden alta and clawson E B beesley and
D E smith of driggs furnished music to dance by while mrs W L
hoopes dispensed pink and white ice cream to the merry makers D H

hunter cche genial pedagogue was the floor manager and bragged up

ibid 221bid22lbjd 23lbid231bid

teton24teton24 stake historical record
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a building and established a store joseph was the first carpenter in the

neighborhood and also set broken bones in an emergency21emergency

the

21

moffatI family and mrs illiamwilliam thorntonthomton located in the vicinity

in 1889 and 1890 respectively in 1891 the hayden post office was moved

to cache with mrs M J moffat as postmistress 2

the cache school districtiistrictdistrict was organized in 1901 and the cache uardwardlard

was organized in 1904 obert G meickle was the first bishop and served

for twelve years

A meeting house was erected and the dedication service was held

august 27 1911 minutes of the meeting are as follows

total congregation of 111
ishop hobertrobert G meikle reported that oothboth the people and the church

had helped liberally in the erection of the meeting house the cost
had been 2750 of this amount 800 had been paid by the church there
was no indebtnessindebt onness the building appropriate selections were sung by
the choir and the prayer of dedication was offered by patriarch john
letham president driggs said this was the second meeting house to be
dedicated in the stake the other was in jackson it was hoped that
the good spirit manifested here continues 24

soon after the dedication of the ward house an ice cream social

was held the tenn valleyvly newmewanewa commented on the event in its anuary 6thath

edition

wednesday evening december 28 there was held in cache
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the ice cream between dances 2

repeated reorganization has been required during the years 1935 to

1952 because of people moving into other localities the population has

been reduced to the point where filling vacancies in the ward jsis difficult

chapin

chapin lies on the main highway approximately half way between the

towns of driggs and victor it has no townsite the church being the only

public building 0

the first latter day saint settler in that part of teton valley

was gideon mastenhasten murphy he started from hexburgrexburgredburg and arrived in the

teton valley about the middle of july 1888 and on july 22nd he staked

off his present claim in section 22 about two miles northwest of the

present chapin church

the following august he brought his family from rexburgredburg and located

them on his homestead this was the only family of saints to spend the

winter of 188818891888 in1889 the tton valleyvailey other prospective settlers

visited the valley during 1888 and staked off claims but did not remain

7during the winter

in was nearly ten years later when a branch was organized at chapin

on monday august 16 1897 at a meeting held at fox the branch of fox was

organized in the same meeting it was voted unanimously to change the

name from fox to chapin 28 prior to this organization joseph johnson was

teton valleyvailey news jan 6 1911 B rfW driggs op02 citpl9lcitpp19l
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the presiding eldeseldereides apostle john H smith and the fremont stake presidency

were present ebenezar beesley was ordained a high priest and bishop and

was set apart by john H smith his two councilorscouncillorscounci werelors david 0 waltonvialtonwaiton

and henry J stone 29

the first school district was organized in september 1892 and

school was first held at the charles M smith home on november 25 1926

a ward reunion was held in the new meeting house construction was started

on this building on september 13 1926 and it was nearly completed by

november at this time a large dinner was served to those present and a
QQ30dance given in the evening

on december the 12th the chapin uardward conference was held in the

new building with a total of eighty four people present at the afternoon

session president ibertalbertlbert choules councilor alma hanson and stake

clerk amacy clark were in attendance each commended the people on their

splendid efforts in erecting a place of worship president albert choules

dedicated the new building the cost of construction was estimated to be

575045750 and was clear of debt 31

it is unusual for a bishop to be called on a missionmismls particularlysionY

when he has a family however this was the case with bishop voss C

cordon who left for the california mission october 28 1828 the ward

raised 205 for the benefit of the bishop after filling an honorable

mission in the nevada district of the california mission he returned home

to resume his duties as bishop june 26 1933.32193332

29lbid29jbid 30lbid301bid301bid nov 25 1926 31lbid311bid dec 1926
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the chapin ward has been and is today one of the foremost wards

of the teton stake

cedron

the cedron ward joins the bates ward on the south and lies south-

west of driggs on the west side of the teton river

at the time of the first settlers all of the west side of the

teton river was included in the bates branch however in february 1918

the residents located at the extreme south boundary of the bates ward 1908

petitioned the stake presidency for their own organization this was

granted and a branch was organized february 14 1918 3

at a special meeting held in the cedron branch on february 19 192219222

the stake presidency placed before the branch the proposition of a full

ward organization allali present voted a unanimous affirmative voice34voice

work

34

on the cedron ward building began on may 25 1926 with

bishop milfor N kunz as manager and john christophersonghristophersonChristoohristo ofpherson cache as the

carpenter the deed to the acre whichwi wasachdch bought by the church was drawn

up may 28 1926 and duly recorded by july 3 1926 the building was

rapidly nearing completion the dedication of the new building was during

the afternoon session of conference september 17 1926 with one hundred

and seventeen present the dedicatory prayer was offered by samuel kunz jr 35

during this year 1926 a new brick school was erected at a cost

33teton3tetonsteton3 stakeTeton presidency and high council minute book MS feb
14 1918 p 274

34teton34 stakeTeton historical record MS 190819151908
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of 000 construction was completed in november 1926 36

the community is still thriving its population remains constant

with very little fluctuation

leigh

MS 190819151908

37

1915

B W driggs op cit p 115

historical of fremont stake MS 188419151884 P1915 31

ibid p 33

45000

clawson

the leigh ward derived its name from the creeks upon which it was

situated the creeks derived their name from richard leigh commonly known

as beaver dick an old mountaineer who made his appearance into the tton
valleyvailey around 1840 37

on september 8 1895 edwin S little was ordained a high priest

and set apart by john H smith as bishop to preside over the leigh ward

edlef B Ediedledlefsenefsenersen and emanuel bagley were set apart as first and second

councilorscouncillorscounci respectivilyrespectivelylors 3

on sunday october 31 1895 at a priesthood meeting held at the

leigh ward the name of teton basin was changed to teton valley at the

request of the first presidency of the church this meeting was attended

by stake president thomas EL icksticks who had received word from the irst
presidency of the anticipated change at this same meeting the upper

townsite was named leigh to distinguish it from the lower townsite on the

same creek which was called haden now 1956 tetoniacetoniaTe edwintonia S little
edieredler B edlefsenEdiedl andefsenersen daniel hopkins were chosen as a committee for the

townsite of leigh and edwin S little john leatham and george E little

36teton36 stakeTeton historical record
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presidency endeavored to satisfy the majority and reach a decision

following are the minutes of that meeting

president driggs spoke on the question of selecting a new tow-
nsite and failure to get the formerly proposed one on the clawson
property settled due the the widely scattered location of the people
edwin S little thought the old or first choice of townsite might be
secured from mr clawson but was not sure J 0 henrie favored
moving half mile further south for the town and the ward remain as a
whole president young thought there was plenty of room for develop-
ment on the south side H C lamoreauslamoreauxLamore wasaus opposed to division of
the ward the following favored division of the ward E B edlefsenEdiedl
david

efsen
H hopkins H P mack BR G helkiemeiklenelkie A j meikle

frank hubbard spoke of the townsite question as to available land
north of the creek the question of division was put to a vote re-
sulting in 44 fortoryor division and 24 against division the vote was then
made unanimous president driggs presented the question as to select-
ing a new townsite for consideration of the meeting james henri
favored the wattermanWat landlandylanditeman west of south creek E B edlEdiedlefsenefsenersen did
not think this could be obtained and favored the fullmer land location
north of middle leigh creek bishop george i hendricksons first
choice was the old selection his second choice the fullmer land
D H hopkins favored the watlemanwatleruanbatlemanWat landLeman allAH these places being on
line with main county road running south to driggs and victor president
killpack spoke in favor of a large town for which he thought the south
side of the creek best adapted the vote was taken and was in favor of
the fullmer location north of middle leigh creek for the ward of that
vicinity the other to be located on the flat south and west where
the other ward would be located the question of division line was
left to the decision of the stake presidency A vote was made for

39lbid

lillii

barch4arch

321

QQ
for the townsite of haden 7 the foregoing question of townsite was quickly

and successfully settledsetciedsetgled this was not the case however on the proposed

division of the upper leigh ward and its subsequent location nine years

later by 1904 the influx of people into the upper leigh area was sufficient

that the stake presidency considered dividing the ward this however did

not completely meet with the approval of the ward membersmedmer norabers did the

proposed townsitestown recommendedsites by the presidency have full support of the

members on arch 20 1904 at a conference in the leigh

ment
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reconsideration of the division of the ward but was not carried 2040

even though the two sites were selected and churchschurche built they

remained separated for only a short time 0 january 17 1907 the name

leigh was changed to clawson and the townsite was selected and approved

its location was one mile south on the flat of south leighcreek1leighcreek41 the

clawson townsite received its name from spencer clawson because the owner

offered land for the building of public buildings the dedication however

did not take place until december 5 1915 spencer clawson was among those

who made desert entries there in 1889 but he did not reside there

the clawson ward has always consisted of faithful members who

were humble and sincere they have consistently representedredresented themselves

well in comparison to other wards of the te-ton stake in a report given

by joseph bahr sr in 1923 he represented the sunday school as doing a

good work

t-

he ward clerkdeckderkaeck at this time halsey D fullmer made interesting

marginal notations regarding the weather for example on march 179 1917

the following notation is written weather warm to attend this meeting

the members today came in autos sleighs buggys horseback and on foot 44.44

t-

he clawson church building as it stands today was constructed in
45

1915 in 1935 the old valviewcalview church house was moved to clawson where

teton stake historical record MS 190119081901 ppap1908 18384183
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ibidbid p 94
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it was placed adjoining the ward house and used for recreation purposes

the building has not been completely renovated due to the desire of the

ward membership to build a new combined church and recreation hallhali

darby

in the spring of 1882 jim darby built a small cabin or place of

encampment about a half mile west of the present high way on goodfellow

creek where he spent the summersumer he met and associated with benbrook

and hill the men who stole their wives from cache valley that year these

men and their wives were encamped near the willows just southeast of the

present town of driggs since jim darby lived on this particular creek

goodfellow as named by dr hayden they commenced calling it darby creek

by which name it is still known the name applies not only to the creek but

also to the beautiful canyon from which the creek flows jim darby was

described by one of those who knew him as a strange creature it was

assumed oy those who knew him that he was living under an assumed name and

that he was a fugitive from justice he was not a trapper in fact he had

no occupation whatever before the coming of winter he disappeared and was

never heard from again

darby is situated on the bench southeast of driggs approximately

four miles bordering the teton range of mountains the soil is rich and

fertile with an abundant water supply from darby creek

the first LDS settlers located on darby creek in 1891 some of

these early settlers were henry M todd douglas M todd and john todd

ellington smith daniel B hill and others

id p 188 47lbid p 190 ibid p 193
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the first presiding elder of the darby branch was john todd this

branch had its beginning in 189218921 949 john todd was followed by manuelemanuelenanuelli

bagley who was sustained as bishop when the branch was changed to the

status of a ward this change took place in 1895 but no month or day is
given 50

on march 16 1897 emanuel bagley resigned as bishop of the drby

ward and brighamrighambigham Y nelson was sustained as presiding elder the ward at

this time was disorganized and again carried on the fuctionsfactions of a branch

the fremont stake presidency placed the brancbranch under the jurisdiction of

the pratt ward the branch remained until after the organization of the

teton stake 1901 when it was again reorganized into a ward with H D

winger as bishop his change took place june 22 1902 with president D

C driggs presiding 52

the darbydarly people have experienced many tragic fires which did

great damage to their public building this fact puts them in a unique

category compared to other wards of the teton stake the district school

house burned down the night of april 20 1926 there was no equipment with

which to fight the flames resulting in the complete destruction of the
53building the cause of the irefirelre was unknown

approximately two years later july 31 1928 the darby ard

chapel burned down it was believed the fire was set intentionally by

someone though this was never substantiated A special meeting was called

in the new school august 9 1928 at nine pm at which time it was decided

ibidbid p 195 50fremont50 stakeFremont historical recordRecor MS 1915
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to build a new meeting house as soon as possible digging on the basement

for the new structure was commenced only a few days after this meeting

the stake presidency was in attendance at this meeting as well as the

majority of the male population54population

services

54

were held in the school while the church was being co-
mpleted however it was not long date not recorded after the completion

of the church until it was again destroyed by fire services were there-

fore continued in the school building

on september 15 1937 the priesthood members discussed the po-
ssibility of renovatingrenova theting school building and using it continuously for

religious service55service because55 of consolidation the darby school district
was included in the driggs district leaving the school building at darby

vacant the plan of renovation was adopted but the work progressed very

slowly their troubles were not yet at an end as recorded in the ward

record under the date of february 17 1946

sunday school meeting
just after opening exercises the church caught on fire ishop13ishop

paul R delaney and superintendent of sunschoolSunsubs-chool cliftonSchool yearsley
discovered the fire everyone left the building very orderlyorder1y about
every woman had one or two children helping out the men rushed to
put out the fire but it was of no use the inside of the building
especially the attic was ablaze the men then saved all the furniturefurni
seats

turey
piano organ tables all doors and a few windows the fire

department was called and came but it was of no use as there was not
enough water in the canal for their hose the plans had all been made
to remodel this school building into a church house the fire started
frolafromfron an overheated stove pipe5b

this last fire although disrupting the plans of the ward seemed
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to cause a greater determination on their partdart to have a suitable place

to worship A special meetingmeetine was called on february 26 1946 at which

every family in the entire darby ward was represented an appointment

was made with the presiding bishops office in salt lake city to discuss

plans for a new church on february 28 three cars with eighteen people

representing eleven familiesfanran ofallesaliesailes the twenty three in the ward left for

salt lake six plans were presented by the presiding bishops office with

the result 0 one be ng selected ground breaking ceremonies were conducted

on august 3 1947 for the 33000033000 darby ward LDS chapel present on this

occasion was president albert choules who gave the dedicatory prayer he

was accompanied oyby other members of the stake presidency and some members

of the high council during57 the building of this chapel services were

held in the gheen hillman home and in the blue room of the teton stake

tabernacle in driggs58Driggs the58 efforts of the people were rewarded by the

completion of their church with the first service held august 7 1949

present on this occasion were ninety eihteightecht of the one hundred and twenty

six total ward membership the dedicatory services were held on july 31

1949 with the following minutes being recorded

president david 0 mckay presiding with bishop paul T delaney
conducting speakers were bishop delaney william L killpack
president of idaho falls temple david M davis contractor and
builder of the new chapel president william A strong president
mckay gave concluding address and dedicatory prayer 520 people
present ardjard population 126 with only 26 families59fajnilies59families

the

59

d-arby ward members are very proud of their nwnownew place of
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worship the church stands as a monument to a faithful and enterprising

people its beauty is consistent with the beauty of the surrounding pro-

ductive farms and the valley in which it lies

driggs

the townsitetowntoun ofsite driggsdriglbrigl was located on land preemptedpre byempted henry

wallaceallacedallaceailacevi of salt lake city his son howard A wallace was one of the

first settlers mr wallace donated to the town the sites for the stake

tabernacle stake offices and the grade school at driggs 0

mention has been made in the chapter history of the teton stake

concerning the organizing of the aline iard4ard under the jurisdiction of the

old bannock stake the entire valley was included in this ward which was

located a milemlle north of driggs the aline ward was moved across the

wyoming line near the east mountains and the name was changed to pratt

A sunday school was organized in driggs because of the inconvenience and

distance to travel to attend services 0 the first superintendent was

J G driggs and the sunday school as organized november 29

p 161igligi

don driggs history of tton valleyvaileyVallvalivail peyll l-lisi-lls

V7

s

60

e drig s

61

1896 this

organization continued until the driggs nardiferd was organized in junejuiejulejw 1901ie

at this date anton H lund of the first presidency was present to preside

and to set apart the bishop his councilorscouncillorscounci andlors other officers of the

newly organized ward the councilorscouncillorscounci selectedlors at this time were H G

crandall and S B fairbanks 0262 n G driggs retained this position of

bishop until the organization of the stake septemberSept 2enber 1901 at which

andrew jensen history of teton stake60andrew

62don te-ton

60

d-ard

gib

at-on

9.9



www.manaraa.com

la-sis-s

iglo1940 46194046194046.1940462194046.2 p 104671bidibold 462

the driggs ward used the building more

extensively than did the other wards and was therefore called upon to

donate a larger amount to the erection of the building than the other

wards 0 his was true also in the erection of the second stake tabernacle

in 1945 the presiding bishops office of the church paid one half of the

total cost of the building the other half was split with the driggs ward

assuming the responsiblilityreaponsiblility of payment of one quarter and the other quarter

divided among the remaining wards 7

the driggs ward has generally led the stake in population because

of the central location of the town and because of it being the county

seat byir 1949 the ward membership rose to over one thousand with only

ibid p 170 B W driggs op cit p 170

teton stake historical record MS june 24 1905 p 271

ibid p 275 ibjld

128

time he was ordained and set apart as the president of the teton stake

in the fall of 1898 a young mens hall was built this structure

was made of logs and was used for all public gatherings such as sunday

school priesthood me-etings mutual improvementLupro meetingsvement and dances 63

the driggs ward continued to hold its meetings in the young mens hall until

the completion of the stake tabernacle in 1907

0

64

discussions were held relative to what extent the driggs lardard

should use the newnelv building in a priesthood meeting of june 1905 the

question was discussed by the priesthood members the discussion resulted

in passing the resolution that there should be no restrictions placed on

the driggs uardward in the use of the building with the same freedom being

granted the other wards as well
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a few over three hundred active officers in the ward in an effort to

give more members the opportunity to develop their tallent the possibility

of dividing the ward was discussed98discu5sed8discussed in98 april of 1951 the stake presidency

was still discussing the possibility they moved cautiously due to dis-

favor from some members in regard to the division 9 the following october

a special stake presidency meeting was called for he purpose of deciding

on a definite day for dividing the ward the stake presidency high council

and the bishopricbisho oforicuric the driggs ward felt it would be in the best interest

of all to make the division the stake presidency had also received the

sanction of the church presidency for this action the date for this

action was set for sunday october 28 1951 letters were forwarded to

every member urging his attendance approximately forty percent of the

ward population was in attendance and voted unanimously for the division

the names of leonard jensen and W troy butler for bishops of the driggs

first and second wards respectively were presented and unanimously sus

70
tainedbained the result of this change was a greater participation a friend-

ly competitive attitude and a closer connection between the people and

their bishop

haden and tetoniacetonia

he first setulerssettlersset ofulers the haden district were david breckenridge

jack lyon bill nordyke and jim goodwin in 188 samuel swanner camecanecune

into this area followed by edwin S little joseph galegaie ryaary4ary moffat and

family in 1888 the george E little family came a year later 71

history of driggs ard three months ending dec 3 1949

ibid 70lbid701bid701bid 1951 71 driggs op02 citcitey p 15010
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e haden townsite was dedicated novemberNovrov 13enber 1905 being called

after dr F V hayden the first postmasterpost inmaster the teton valley the

y in his name was irter dropped the townsite was located about two

miles southeast of the present 1956 river bridge on the main highway

into the valley here the stage coaches stopped and meals were served at

the black hotel72Hotel

edwin

72

S little an early settler in haden was the first superin-

tendent of the aline ward sunday school and held that position until the

organization of the hadraden ward at which time he became the first bishop73bishop

it

73

was during the early years in the history of this ward that

a very unusual event took place an event which indicated the enterprising

nature of women and how the followupfollow ofup a suggestion helped to better the

lives of the entire community it also shows how even the smallest desire

of a distant and comparativley unknown place was recognized and their need

fulfilled by one of americas most prominent and wealthy men this event

took place in april 1902 and the writer was fortunate in securing a de-

tailed account as it was written by a member of the daughters of the utah

pioneers the account is as follows

haden idaho april 5 andrew carnegie has just given a 500 organ to
a little mormon church in this town it will soon be installed in the
meeting house a small log building standing in the morning shadows
of the three teton peaks

the meeting house was builtbulit by the contributed labor and means
of the membership sme cut the logs some hauled them to the site
some laid them in place some brought other material from st anthony
the nearest railroad station

it takes nearly a week to make a freighting trip out and back
it is a hard trip over the barren foothills between the basin and the
snake riversiverhiverriven valley where the oregon short line runs a branch up to

ipjd p 182 ibid p 184
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st anthony there are blizzards in the winter eight months of the
year there are dust and thirst in summer on the aridandarld foothills

the meeting house serves for all social and sacred gatherings
the monnonsmormonsmonnoneMonMor youngnonsmonsrons and old attend the sunday services and the week-
day dances but the church lacked one thing an oranorgan

the women of haden wanted one but funds were low hey thought
a small 50 organ would suit them but 050 meant untold labor and
sacrifice to those hardworkinghard mothersworking mrs george little had a
hope she cherished it all the long white winter of 190102 now
she proudly shows a letter from andrew C rnegiesrne secretarygies it says
that irlir1 carnegie will give thetae nadhadhadeneadenen meeting house a 00 organ

I1 told you old mr morris would get us that organ she said
triumphantly mr morris is the father of bachelor ed morris who
has a ranch in the wild picturesque spot where roars a stream fed by
the ice caves and glasiersglaziersgla farsiers up mount hadens heights the business
and social circles of pittsburg permpenn might tell morenore of the morrisesmorriselsMor
hrmr

rises
morris has renounced businesssinessou ndendEa-nd social gaietygayety and has gone to

ranching for his health the basin democracy like ed morris for his
sturdy pioneer qualities they would riotnotliot pretend to think more of
him if they knew that he is closely related to andrew carnegie the
basin is not acquainted with celebratiescelebrities

last fallralirail ed morris father and mother came out from the east to
visit him the elder arw4r morris likes to chat with his sons neighbors
one day he talked with mrs george little about the hayden church

she told how the handfullhandfulshand offull saints was struggling to build up
their mountain stake of zion she told him incidentally how the
women longed for a 050450 organ write and ask andrew carnegie to
give you an organ said mr morris mrs little had read of the
steel magnate and his magnificient benefactionsbene butfactions andrew carnegie
seemed a long way off from the little log meeting house at the foot
of the three tetonstemons mrs little would as soon have thought of asking
the man in the moon for a church organ besides she had read that
the multimillionaire did not give money indiscriminately to any and
every begging letter writer

you write and I1 will endorse your letter said mr morris
I1 happen to know mr carnegie

the endorsed letter vasvaas mailed then mrs little waited for the
answer the story got abroad in the settlement some smiled hey
wondered if the endorsement of such a plain man as ed morris father
would put an organ in the meeting house

but mrs little had faith that the elder morris endorsement
would secure that cheap little organ from mrlirlin carnegie last week
mr carnegie wrote that the organ would be given not with a 50
organorgalorgar but a 50045006500 organ forfonron the haden meeting house

the philanthropist has made at least one gift that will be
appreciated the organ will inspire and satisfy the basin folk are
not without aesthetic culture it is their mountain heritage the
three tetonstemons by sun or moon or star in stormstom in shine teach
beauty harmonyhariharl sublimitynony

the haden organ is the only organ mr carnegie has given which
will minister to the whole range of wholesome emotions from praise
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god and he is risen to money musk and ragtime74ragtime

on

74

the 25th of the following month may the stake presidency

having heard of the generosity in providing the organ so needed by the

haden ward wrote the following resolution to mr carnegie

resolution to mr andrew carnegie
resolved thatthztthed we the members of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints residents of the T ton stake of zion in conference
assembled extend our sincere thanks coto mr andrew carnegie for the
beautiful organ which he has presented to the haden ward resolved
that wevievrebre greatly appreciate mr carnegiescarnegiecarnegles valuable gift and shall
ever hold him in grateful remembrance

R solved that a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to mr
camegle75camegie75

early in the 1900 hadens population had reached its peak and

had started on the decline one writer for the valley paper teton valleyvailey

news recognized this fact and wrote the following humorous article to

the paper

haden toots
it gives me great pleasure to write items for a teton basin paper

for it looks as though we were about 50 miles nearer civilization I1
must congratulate you on your first issue I1 live at haden and am
writing about haden and I1 wish it understood that haden is the gate-
way to the grand old teton basin and jackson hole country and all
the rest of creation haden is situated in the center of the best
agricultural sections of the valley and by rights ought to be the
foremost town in the valley we had the first postofficedoetofficepost theoffice first
school house andasidazid the first road district but for lack of enterprise
we are losing ground we have two general stores one blacksmith
shop one hotel and a dance hall we are lacking three things that
I1 suppose we will have to have before we amount to very much they
are a doctor a realestatereal manestate and the smallpox76smallpox

74mrs

76
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the next edition of the paper had a sequel to the foregoing

article

in my last letter I1 mentioned the fact that we needed three things
before we amounted to anything a doctor a realestatereal manestate and the
small pox now we have a real estate man and we are sure we will get
the smallsnallsmail pox for we have some people in haden who take everything
else so easy that we are sure they will take the small pox and then
perhaps the doctor will follow77follow

the

77

railroad which came into the valley in 1912 was the major

reason for the change in residence of manymangynanymanly who lived in haden the tow-

nsite of tetoniatoniacetoniaTe just four miles to the east of haden had been dedicated

november 3 1910 but had not started to build up until the coming of the

railroad 78 however the people still met at haden for the regular reli-
gious services those living in tetoniacetonia desired that the ward now be

moved to that locality there was some opposition to the proposal with

the result that the stake presidency was called for counsel A satisfactory

decision was reached as recorded in the haden ward minutes

minutes of meeting held in haden sunday september 15 1912
bishop hyrum S egbert said that a large number of the people

had signified their intention to remove to tetoniacetoniaTe andtonia it was the
wish of the bishopric to leamlearn the general sentiidentsenttflentsenti inident todays meet-
ing he thought the people of the two places should get together and
that there should be a new bishopric president driggs said that this
was a matter that concerned the people spiritually as well as astemporallytemporally
there was not a sufficient number yet to maintain two organizations
he invited an expression from all present A number expressed them-
selves as in favor of removing to tetoniacetonia and having a ward organi7ationorganisationorganization
there he thought that twot1dotado schools could be maintained one at tetoniacetonia
and one at haden A meeting house could be built in the next sixty
days

councilor james R hansen of the bishopric was in favor of the
move to tetoniacetoniaTe thistonia was the general feeling patriarch john
letham asked whether brother killpack would contribute land for a
meeting house and school house he answered in the affirmative

president driggs advised that the people work in harmony with

77lbid77jbid
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natural conditions tetoniacetonia would inevitably build up and it would
be impractical to maintain another small settlement near jy there
was no advantage he said in awaiting developments the people should
get in and develop things themselves tetoniacetonia was an ideal location
the new meeting house should be of substanialsubstantial material brick stone
or cement other churches will come in also but they will do no hamharm
moved by james R hansen that a committee be appointed to lead out in
getting a site etc for the meeting house seconded by brother fred
highbee 79

A location for the new me-eting house was selected and work was

begun in december of 1913 he building was completed the following

year march 15 1914 under bishop hyrum S egbert

the ward continued in this building for approximately forty years

the building had deteriorated to the point that it was beyond repair the

membership had grown to the extent that the building of another ward

rlchapel was deemed advisable

through the years 1949541949 the54 collections of money continued under

the capable leadership of bishop richard egbert and councilorscouncillorscounci leonardlors

warduardviardelard and earl kemptonKernkarn 82pton

the efforts of the people were rewarded by the construction of a

beautiful chapel dedicated november 28 1954 at a cost of 1050004105000 the

dedicatory address and prayer was given by elder marion D hanks of the

first council of seventy A good deal of praise is due the members of the

tetoniacetonia ward for an outstanding building of beauty convenience and

durability
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the most distant ward of the teton stake is that of the jackson

ward which lies to the south of driggs over the teton pass this ward

is thirty five miles away and since the elevation over the mountain pass is

8429 feet it is very difficult to keep the road open during the winter

months 84

the jackson ardjardlard is thetitetile second largest in the stake withath a populat-

ion of 549 mbersmbersabers the jackson valleyvaileyvahey has eighty four per cent of the

stake area and sixteen per cent of the stake population and eighty four per

cent of the stake membership is in the teton valley 85

in october 1904 the teton stake presidency met together and the

idea of forming a branch for the jackson valley and adjacent country was

discussed the concensusconcentuscon ofcensus opinion was that since the members were in

favor of a branch and there being sufficient number to carry on an organi-

zation a branch should be organized at this same time james I1 haymaymlayhlaynlay was

chosen as the presiding elder or bishop 3686

in

C

the stake conference of august of the following year bishop

may gave the report that the ward was fully organized and they were now

in the process of constructing a new brick veneeredveneerervene buildingered thirty feet

by sixty feet to complete this building some of the saints from teton

valley assisted the members in jackson in putting on a concert for the

teton stake golden anniversary homecominghomecohomero driggs idaho 1951

ibid 86teton86 stakeTeton high council Minutesminutes11linutes MS oct 1904
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purpose of raising funds their program was well received and the money

taken in helped the branch a great deal in finishing their building the

cost of the building with a seating capacity of 400 was 2500 8

the steady increase in number of members in jackson valley nece-

ssitated the forming of a branch at the town of wilson 9 the presiding

elder for the wilson branch was abraham ward 90

in september of 1925 another branch was formed from the jackson

W rd called the south park branch the presiding elder was james Ma

robertson jr this branch was to the north of jackson on the main high-

way and was close to the south entrance of yellowstone park thus the

derivation of the name south park branch 91 this branch was not success-

ful and continued for only six years at which time it was again joined to
92the jackson ward the wilson branch was also disorganized and joined

to the jackson ranchbranch the jackson ward was disorganized and a new com-

bined organization with new officers was effected they were albert N

butler presiding elder jacob johnson first councilor and james M

robertson second councilor 93 three years later august 5 1934 the

branch at jackson was made into a ward94

the ward membership having grown beyond the seating capacity of the

chapel by 1938 it was decided to build a ne chapel A mrs cora barber

bought the lot and building for 4190011900 and a new lot was purchased from

88ibid881bid881bid p 408 89wilson derives its name from N icknicklck wilson a
white boy who spent most of his life amonganong the indians

90teton9tetonsteton90 stakeTeton high council minutes

MS sept 20 1925 92lbid 1931

931bid93lbid 94lpjdghi941 didbidlid sept 30 1934
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mr alma nelson for 1200 95 funds were collected and lumber sawed and

the combined efforts of the ward members resulted in construction of a

new ward building96

the church mem deroership is cont nuingcuing to grow in the jackson arduard

for one chief reason that jackson is one of natures beauty spots and

draws many tourists each season these tourists in many cases return to

buy homes and remain in the community the completion of the new jackson

ake lodge 1955 built by john 0D rockefeller is an added attraction as

are the winter sports carried on in jackson also jackson is within easy

driving distancdistance of yellcbwstoneyell6wstoneyellowstone park these advantages mean the grationmigrationindird

of people to the area which has been of bonitarymonitarymoni helptary in building the

coniiiunitycom

pratt

aunityaunita

pratt ward of the teton stake received its name in honor of parley

P pratt one of the early apostles in the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints the ward is situated two and one half miles north and four

miles east of the city of driggs it lies just over the idaho wyoming

line and bears the mailing address of alta wyoming14yoming the name alta was

97
given because of its high point of view overlooking the valley

the ward organization nown as pratt was moved from driggs while

at driggs the ward was known tyby the name aline the following quote is

taken from the minutes of the first meeting held in the valley wherein

95minutes95 ofMinutes jackson sfardwardyandvand MS sept 3 1937

96tton stake historicalrecordHistoricalRecord MS dec 1938

97 ibid
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the aline ward later pratt was organized

presiding officers of the church present were apostles francis
M lyman and heber J grant presidents of the stake thomas E icks
and william F rigby apostle lyman asked the question have any of
the brethembrethernethernbretherdbr a particular name to suggest for the ward brother M

W pratt stated the people had applied for a post office and intended
to call it aline for this reason he desired to have the ward the
same name to avoid difficulties connected with having one name for the
post office and another for the ward

brother lyman stated that the brethernethernbretherdbr had thought of the name
of pratt in honor of parley P pratt he asked those present to give
their views on the subject if they had preference to any of the two
names brother lyman called for a vote of the people upon the names
aline was sustained unanimously he also stated it would be necessary
to ordain a ishopdishop as the saints were at a distance from head quarters
of the stake it was suggested by one of the resident ethembrethembrethernethernbretherdbr that
brother mathoni wood pratt be bishop of the new ward others of the
brethebrethembeethem spokesnoke in favor of brother pratt being the bishop

brother lyman called a vote of those in favor of sustaining
brother mathoni W pratt as bishop of aline ward of the bannock stake
the response was unanimous and0 brother pratt was sustained as shop
bishop pratt was requested to choose two councilorscouncillorscounci bishoplors pratt
selected brother thomas rossbosshoss wilson as first and brother apollos P
driggs as his second councilor these brethernbrethemethernbretherdbr were put before the
saints and sustained unanimously

dishopbishopjishop pratt was requested to choose teachers also the foll-
owing brethernbrethemethernbretherdbr were presented and unanimously sustained as teachers
don C driggs george H wattis edlef B dlefsonedlefson and president
williamilliAm11 F rigby aline 22nd ward organized in the bannock stake98Stake

by

98

june of 1896 the ward had moved changed its name and had built

a log meeting house at a cost of 62752627 at52 the meeting of june 2 1889

a list of names was read of those who had contributed to the building of

the meeting house A financial report was also read indicating the sum of

4168274168.27 yet to be collected it was urged that the people donate this
99amount

in may of the following year bishop M W pratt was released since

he was moving out of the valley he was succeeded by fred W morgan who

i rr
was sustained by members of the ward on june 20 1898

98pratt98 wardwardpratt historical record MS 1913 p3 99lbid991bid 100ibid100looibid
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prior to his being sustained as the bishop of pratt ard F W

morgan was the leader of the prattprattt ward choir under his tutorshiptutor heshio had

built an outstanding choral group A stake contest for such groups was

held in rexburgredburg with three money prizes being offered the choir decided

to enter this contest and the following is an account of what happened

this story really started in 1863 when frederick willard morgan
was bomborn in salt lake city his parents were english converts and
came here for the gospels sake his father and mother both sang very
well and they made friends with people who loved music their home
was a gathering place for singi-ng practice and musical a-ctivity was
their greatest recreation so the boy fred besides having in his
makeup the gift of music had instilled into his soul through environ-
ment a lofty and lasting appreciation for all that was beautiful in
sacred music he studied the violin and took part in choir work as a
boy and became a leader in the 15th vard musical activities in 1895
after duly considering the matter he decided to move to teton valley
idaho to run a sawmilsawmillsammil for T C griggs he and his brother jesse
GC morgan and the griggs boys went tyby team taking a load of house-
hold goods they were new and inexperienced in pioneering and the
two weeks of travel were very tiresome thete horses hachaa sore shoulders
and were ragged the men were tired and jaded but at last the haven
in the teton canyon was reached crotherdrother morgans family came on the
train to market lake and into the valley with the griggs women the
beautiful canyon with its clear stream of water with trout in abundance
and with its chickens and berries were never ending sources of delight

soon after their arrival brother morgan was chosen as choir leader
in the pratt ard his work with the singers was so commendable tac-tthc-t
he was urged to enter a contest in which all the snake rivereiverhiver valley
people were interested there was to be a fair in october and an
eisteddfod william rigbybigby being in the stake presidency and hearing
each of the different wards felt sure that this little ward stood a
good chance the two contest numbers for the contest were praise ye
the father and do they ever pray for me there were three prizes
offered first 950 second 25 and third 15

ome rules of the pratt ard choir were to meet at the setting of
the sun if anyone was late he wa fined 5 if absent loi100 and the
money was used to buy coal oil for lights the practicing began in kaymay
and all through the summer after long days of toil these men and women
assembled besides comingoecomingoncomingoe efficient in singing they enjoyed them-
selves immensely

october li11 1895 was the day set for the singing contest these
people had to travel fifty five miles b team which they did cheer-
fully each providing food to last while they were gone sister wilson
had packed a large clothes basket of food and in the hurry to get off
the basket was forgotten until they were about three miles on the way
but u-hey returned and got their provisions R B dalley said he took
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both of his faniliesfcniliesfamiliesfanifalifall inliesllesiles a wagon he also took two first prizes at the
fair one for a hand carved walking stick and the other for a horse
hair watch chain

there were four or six choirs contesting each of the other
choirs were from large places but the little pratt choir took the
first prize the money was in silver dollars and was piled upon the
table of course there was great rejoicing among the pratt people
and some satisfactiondisatisfactiondisatisfzctiondissatisfactiondi on the part of the others F W norganmorganhorgan was
chosen as judge for the solo work the pratt people had decided to
spend the prize money as a first payment on a church organ which they
did and it was the first organ in the teton stake that organ did
service in the ward for about thirty years and the story of how the
first payment was made was handed down to me with pleasure by different
members of the little choir they gave the credit for their success
to their efficient leader who made a number of outstanding victories
at one time a ladies quartette under his direction won first pieceplace in
a church wide MI music contest 101

when the aline ward moved from driggs and became pratt ward several

families followed and settled in that area some of these families settled

on the idaho side of the line and this later caused a dissension among

the people of the ward concerning a place for the townsite 102

thomas R wilsondilson and william F higbyrigby had been called to get and

hold land over the wyoming line in pratt itaillta which was dedicated as

a city of the saints and a place of refuge in 1897 illiam F rigbyhigby

because of the wishes of the stake presidency consented to a removal of

the people into idaho just over the line to build up a townsite later

the people voted to sustain this movement but T R wilson and others

were opposed to it and took issue with the stake presidency against it
on august 15 1909 the stake presidency along with conference visitors

elders rudgar clawson and rulon S wells met with members of the high

council residing in wyoming they were george 3 green thomas R wilson

isabel P morgan how the first organ was obtained MS

daughters of utah pioneers dec 1939

pratt ward historical record MS 188919131889 P1913 54
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lattelatteriatter dayrd saints
united states of america state of wyoming county of lincoln I1 the
undersignedundersignerunder havingsigned been duly chosen and appointed bishop of the pratt
warddardwandsard of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints in the county
of lincoln and state of wyoming in conformity with the rites regulation
and discipline of said church or religious society property for the

higbyrigbybigby
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frederick W moreanmorgan and robert B dalley 1 this meeting did not settle

the difficulty nor did subsequent meetings that were held at a special

meeting called by the stake presidency the following is recorded

special meeting of presidency and high council held sunday nuvembervembernovemberNu
6 1910 public meeting followed

president driggs we might be divided in politics but we must
be united in religion in this ward we are not settled as we ought to
be wede are divided as to the townsite which detrimentally affects us
in the religiousreligions way holding meetings etc the stake presidency are
in favor of forming a nucleus of the town and ward in idaho the
mountains on the east are barriers the interests of the people are
almost wholly in idaho in the teton valley etc social political
education ecclesiastical and economic interests are in idaho chiefly
almost wholly nevertheless if the people are desirous of having the
presidency of the stake reconsider this attitude a fair and impartial
hearing would be accorded president driggs said it was not the pur-
pose of the presidency to force their views on the ward but something
should be done it is twenty years since the pioneers came and there
is no centralization the ward is going to pieces sister sophia
rigby said for a long tibnetijnetl thene people were taught to look forward to
the building of a town in wyoming later the ethernbrethembrethernbretherdbr were in favor
of building the idaho townsite she believed the ethernbrethembrethernbeethembretherd were in-
spired wevie have no right to oppose the recommendations of the aut-
horities 1411104

evidently the members of the opposition did not feel the same

concerning the matter as did sophia rigby because opposition still continued

until the stake presidency conceded the result being that the pratt ward

remained across the line in wyoming where it remains today 1956 the

following articles of incorporation were issued bishop james igby after

the decision was made

articles of incorporation of the pratt corporation of the church of
jesus christ of atter

p 55 10.10loio p 142
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sorkwork on the floors was completed in 1936

and a new heating system was installed the auditorium was furnished with

ibid

lattelatter dayrd saints in the county of lincoln state of comingwyomingyoming
fifth the corporate seal shall contain the words pratt goroorgon

porationhorationpo ofration the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

themmethamme

church6hurch

a-ardk-ard

l-orkb-ork

142

benefit of religion for works of charity and for public worship and
pursuant to the provisionsprovi ofsins chapter 94 senate file no 66 of the
session laws of wyomingyo 1915ming on incorporation of churches and re-
ligious societies and all acts amendatory thereof and supplementary
thereto for that purpose do hereby make and subscribe in duplicate
the following articles of incorporation

first the name of this corporation shall be the pratt corporation
of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

second the object of this corporation shall be to acquire hold
and dispose of real and personal property for the benefit of the me-
mbers of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints a religious
society residing and who may hereinafter reside in the pratt ward
of said hurch in the county of lincoln and state of wyoming for the
benefit of religious for work of charity and for public worship

hird the estimated value of the property of which I1 hold the
legal title for the purpose aforesaid at the time of making these
articles of incorporation is seven hundred fifty 75000750.00 dollars

fourth the title of the person making these articles of incor-
poration is bishop of the pratt ward of the church of jesus christ
of after

and an
impression thereof is hereto affixed

james rigbyhigby
november 18 1920 ishopdishopbishop of the pratt ard4ard

of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints
in the county of lincoln
state of wyoming105wyoiaing105Wyoming

on

105

january 20 1932 the possibility of building a new chapel was

discussed and an application so maderoaderaadelaade orkiork began in 1932 and continued

through 1933 with all rough carpenter and mason work practically completed

shingles were put on the first week in january 193411934.1 except for the

heating system the recreation halihall was completed for occupancy during the

winter of 1934 and 1935 the first fast and testimony meeting was held in

the new building march 39 1935
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seats pulpit and sacrament table f

the work continued with the result that a lovely stone building

was erected the building is a monument to an enterprising people its
location is ideal as it stands upon the edge of a small hill overlooking

the broad expanse of a beautiful valley

victor

victor and the trail creek area were in a very primitive condition

when the settlers first arrived timber being plentiful they builtbulit their

log cabins and covered the floors with the skins of wild beasts

it was a numbernimber of years before any central location or town was

decided upon the people were scattered out on their homesteads and had

to remain there until final proof was made for years before the first
settlers came this trail creek was the point of entrance over piney pass

at the south west and the T ton pass at the south east and a common env

trance for the indians and trappers 9

on april 20 1889 six or seven families came to victor and settled

the first company consisted of nahumnahun owen B leander and elieil curtis

frank W parsons john L eynon era blanchard john blanchard ed ice

john dalton david R sinclair selar cheney and david cheney they

located on the south side of trail creek and their living quarters became

known as the string being strung out from the south of trail canyon to

near piney pass

p 176
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on the corner of fred sinclairs farm and was used for all public P

lieite

lil114

144

prior to any ward organization frank W parsons was presiding

elder over the branch the first ward organization was called the alpine

ward and was organized august 7 1892 with david R sinclair as bishop

john L eynon and nahumnahun curtis councilorscouncillorscouncilors

the name of the ward was changed to aymondraymondrL october 16 1892 and changed

to victor september 9 1900 the reason for the change in names was be-

cause of the confusion in mailmalimaii since another town in idaho had the same

name A committee was assembled to discuss the question of changing the

name and it was suggested they name the town victor in honor of claude

victor he carried the mail over teton pass to jackson during the indian

scare and had shown exceptional bravery the namenainenairenane victor was adopted but

met with some opposition undoubtedly the fact that the fremontfreinontfrenontfreiaFreinFrenfretafrea stakeont

presidency thought it better to change the name helped to influence the

people in accepting thethi name of victor

the townsite of victor then called raymond was granted from the

government being platted and dedicated january lu10 1901 david cheney

secured the right of townsite from blackfoot then the county seat the

people then drew for lots prior to draingdrawingdra lotsing the people gave thomas

porter a comer lot in the center of the plot if he would establish a astomstorestormstomm

ib p 17818
eastern112eastem idaho guide book idaho falls idaho 1950

B VW drigsdriglsdriels op cit p 178

journal history of teton stake MS nov 30 1900

B W driggs op cit p 179
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after the townsite was formed the people migrated to the area

which raised the membership from cneoneune hundred eighty in 1901 to over two

hundred thirty by 1909 116 by 1917 president ames F griggs second

councilor in the tetontefton stake presidency brought before the stake high

council the advisibility of creating a branch or ward west of victor

this new branchuranch would include the southwest corner of the valley nahumnahun

curtis and george idlici tonks were given the responsibiltyresponsibility of poling the area

that the stake officials might know the feelings of the people in the pro-

posed change the two men reported their findings the following month

at the regular stake presidency and high council meeting the concenusconcentuscon ofcenus

opinion of the saints and some who were not LDS was that they were not

desiriousdeliriousdesi ofrious having a ward organization but would send their children to

a sunday school if one was organized it was therefore recommended that

an organization be effected the second sunday in january 1918 the victor

ward bishop was notified and also the stake sunday school board the

people were then notified after a suitable place had been selected in

which to meet this organization did not prove to be successful and was

118not long in existence

from the beginning victor has been and is one of the largest

and most progressive wards in the stake in 1953 the victor ardlard was

the second largest in the stake the need for a new place of worship was

evident and application for a new chapel was made to the presiding bishops

victor ard historical record MS feb 28 1909 p 20

teton stake high council minutes MS nov 1917

ibid dec 27 1917
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office in salt lake city 11 on april 6 1953 the victor ward received

permission from the prisidingpresidingPri bishopssiding office to build a new 118900 churchychurch

at

120

a ward conference the following year the ward clerk reported the atten-

dance of 290 at that conference which represented about sixty per cent of

tetee

MS 1953 120lbid1201bid1201

121teton121

bid

stakeTeton historical record

e

118

atthat

rard membership he also mentioned the new church building being well

under way with a good feeling of unity prevailing among the members

t-

he new building is now completed 1956 and is a credit to the people and

to the town of victor the victor saints have been staunch in the support

of the tton stake in the projects which they were asked to assist in

121

te-ton the

communitycomin prideunity and the unity of the people has always been a factor in

bringing better homes schools and churches to one of the choicest spots

in t he tetonceton valley

branches of teton stake

in giving the history of the several branches which have been a

part of the teton stake the writer gathered all possible information

available generally the time of organization is given but the disor-

ganization date in some cases has not been recorded

generally the locality in which a branch was organized was pre-

dominately a dry farming region when it was determined that grain could

be grown on the lower hills surrounding the valleyvailey many farmers located on

this land having sufficient numbers to warrant holding meetings a branch

would be organized with one of their number selected to preside however

when the droughts came in 1918 and 1920 the people were forced to abandon

the

v ey
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their farms and seek other employment

the branches which follow are not given in chronological order

according to date but are presented in an alphabetical order

canyon creek

this branch was located on the boundary line between the fremont

and teton stakes at canyon creek there was not a sufficient number re-

siding in either stake to form a nucleus of officers for a branch since

these people desired their children to have religious instruction the

two stakes fremont and teton solved the problem in the following manner

meeting at canyon creek sunday september 5 1909 president
don C drigsbrigs and councilor john D killpack jr and elder harold
D dringersinger of teton stake and president thomas E bassett and councilor
albert heath and stake clerk W L ghee of fremont stake and bishop
jacob johnston and wwardwarddwarduard clerk waiterwwalterwalter biggs of teton ward met in con-
nection with the people of canyon creek at the home of joseph F stevens
the object of the meeting was to ascertain whether or not it wasfeswasbes
sible to organize a branch

A count showed the following number of people belonging to the
church east side of creek 60 west side of creek 54 total 84

president driggs reiterated what he had previously said in re-
lation to ellrlinatingeliiriinating the boundary line of the two stake and hoped
that if a branch was organized the people belonging to teton stake
would unite with those belonging to fremont stake and make it successful

is arrangement he said would be only temporary and as soon as there
were sufficient people an organization would be effected on the east
side of the creek the meeting unanimously sustained eugene pclements
presiding elder peter jensen first councilor and N P anderson
second councilor joseph F stevens was sustained superintendent of
sunday school the newly appointed officers each expressed himself
as willing to use his best efforts to make the branch successful122successful

the

122

canyon creek branch was soon disbanded and the members were

included in other branches and wards

clementsvilleClementsville

stake historical record MS 190919151909 1915
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which was attended by the stake

presidency the ward membership was given as forty they had in attendance

at the first session eighteighty

MS 1915

B driggs op cit p 200 lementsvilleclementsvilleClements historicalville
record

148

clementsvilleClements derivesville its name from cecil clements and is not in

the confines of the teton valley but is a rich dry fanninefanningfarming district be-

tween the rim of the valley and canyon creek

on april 22 1915 the matter of organizing a branch in clementsvilleClements

was

ville

discussed and approved by the teton stake presidency and high council2council123Councilcouncile

the

2123

branch was organized haymayxay 30302 191519152 with cecil clements as presiding

elder and he retained that office until 1921 when herbert J illmore64illmoreallmoreill suc-

ceeded

morenore

him 12

at a conference in june 1925

con lines

C 7nyon
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six and a total of ninety four at the second

session this made an attendance of 21 and 235 respectively for these

two meetings 5

during the years from 1919 to 1929 the membership dropped off to

the extent that the ward was disorganized in 1929 126

grovontbrovont

the grovontbrovont branch is made up of the north part of the jackson

valleyvailey with a membership 1952 of fifty and their chapel is located

seven miles southeast of the teton peaks the branch organization was

effected in 1914 with the names of jacob johnson sustained as presiding

elder joseph eggleston was sustained at this time as his councilor 127

123teton123 stakeTeton presidency and high council minutes
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in 1925 people in the grovontbrovont area received the shocking news of the

great landslide six miles east of kelly he slide was so large that

nothing could be done out to let the water back up until it came over the

dam the result was a very destructive flood the following account was

recorded in the teton stake records of july 23 1925 and may 18 1927 128

grovontbrovontGro onvont tuesday evening july 23 1925 between four and five
oclock pm the news came over the phone of the great and slide six
miles east of kelly into the gros ventriementrie riverfilverhilver commonlycon calledionly grovontbrovontGroc

frm
vonted

the south side of the canyon up and downaowndoun the river for a distance
of a mile or more there are two ranches covered by water and the water
continues to back up anaand will fonn a lake of several miles in length
and from a half to three quarters of a mile wide at present the water
is within forty feet to the dam top he damage done because of the
irrigation water being shut off has not been as great as was at one time
expected due to the heavy rainfall which we have had here will no
doubt still be some disappointment when the crops are harvested for the
rainfall cannot take the place of irrigation entirely and the crops
will be short of what they should be

grovontbrovontGro mayvont 18th 1927 one of the worst disasters that ever hap-
pened in the jackson valley occuredoccurredoc whencured the dam formedromed by the land-
slide into the gros ventriementrie river gave way and allowed a flood of water
to come down that river carrying everything in its wake the dam was
formed two years ago and made a lake about six miles in length and from
one fourth to one half mile in width and a depth of 176 feet at the
greatest depth the flood happened ab ut 11 oclock in the morning
causing the destruction of the little town of keilykelly wyoming in which
lived ab ut 75 to 80 people the only building left in this little
town after the flood were the school episcopal church and recotryRe

all
cotry

of which stood on high ground in the path of the flood were twelve
ranches with most of buildings furnishings farmfannfarnfand machinery and a great
deal of livestock being lost it destroyed the heads of all the irri-
gation ditches making some very difficult to rebuild most of the
ditches have been repaired and the crops are going to be better than
anticipated at the time of the flood two bridges were washed out a
wooden one at kelly and a steel one on the highway between jackson and
menorslenors ferry the property damage was estimated at 500000 to the val-
ley those loosing their lives were milton H kneedy krsmrs anna kneedy
and their foster son joe farleyparley 11 years old all of kelly mrs may
lovejoy and sister who lived on a ranch two and one half miles west of
kelly and clinton stevens of driggs idaho who was working on a ranch
two and one half miles west of kelly and clinton stevens of driggs

teton stake historical record MS 1927
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idaho who was working on a ranch for ax edick three people escaped
with their lives after having been carried down about a half mile with
the flood by holding on to floatingflofio timbersatinE and parts of a tree and
building two drifted to the edge of the flood one landed against a
tree and beside these three more men who otherwise should have been
taken down withorith thetlqf-loodflood were saved by climbingclim treesbingbinS until after the
flood had passed 127

after the devastating flood the stake presidency hastened to raise

funds for the needy over 00 was raised to the teton stake A letter
was sent by the stake presidency to the first presidency recommending that

the church give 00 to the jackson flood sufferers A check for that

amount was promptly forwarded to the stake who gave it to those in needo
the branch recovered from this disaster to continue on even in

adverse circumstances t being the farthest branch from the stake head-

quarters and also having only a few members in that locality has made the

holding of meetings doubly difficult

palisade

palisade was a branch in the teton stake located approximately

five miles north of felt like many other small branches it maintained

its organization for only a short time

at a meeting held in palisade on july 2 1911 president driggs

said he was convinced that the people should have an organization of the

church he was not familiar with the record standing of those who would

make up its membership it was reported that approximately sixty members

relivingwerelivingwe in that area which made it possible for them to maintain a

branch after advising the people to decide upon a center of settlement

129189

teton

ibid

stake130teton130 presidency and high council hinutesiiinutesllminutesHinutes MS 1927

for ilax

b ding

reco endingmnendingmn

it

P sade

unending



www.manaraa.com

151

a location was selected and the name of palisade was chosen131chosen

james

131

W stottscottcottslottlottdottS was selected as the first presiding elder of palisade

and he was succeeded by cigarrigarwgar L gee wao resigned in haynayliay 1925 on june

14 A neeley becamebecomebecane the presiding elder and remained until august of

1931 on august 2 1931 hyrum l1 stottstot was ordained and set apart as

presiding eiderelder which position he held until october 12 1936 at this time

he transferred all the branch records and monies to the stake clerk amacy

clark because he was leaving the valley no successor was named for

hyrumhyrtlhartl stott the opinion of the stake presidency was that the palisade

branch shouldshoud be annexeddnnexed to the tetoniacetonia ard instead of trying to continue

hus this small branch of the teton stake was brought to an end he

building which had been constructed was torn down and sold 133

richvalerichdaleRic

in

hvale

the richdalerichvalericnvalehicRic districthvale the first men to locate near the mouth

of packsaddle canyon was jim robinson it was then unsurveyed land and

when robinson was killed in a horse thief raid hank goe located on the

claim and& laterid sold to illiamwilliam hill 134

richvalrichvalerichdalerichtalhicRic branchehvale was an outgrowth of the leigh ward n organization

was effected haymayilay 9 1916 president illiam R durrant presided and asked

those present to se- a name for their branch the name previously had

131teton131 stakeTeton historical record MS july 2 1911 P 107

W driggs op cit p 199

133palisade133 wardvardlardwanddardpalisade minutesYdnutes MS oct 1936

B W driggs op citcita p 200
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been oasis but the ncijne richvalerichdaleRic washvale chosen and voted upon the first
presiding elder was moroni J caldwell with ernest L bates and albert

gilbertilbertlibertCj as councilorscouncillorscounci rlors

in the meeting of the stake presidency on the 24th of april 1927

they approved the meeting house glansplansulansgians of richvalerichdaleRic andhvale wrote president

grant concerning these plans again on iay 5 1927 the stake presidency

read a letter from the first presidency approving the application of the

ichvalehvaleic branch the LDS church would furnish 2000 if the people

raised the other 4000 necessary for construction 3

after building their new church the branch continued for only a

few years it was closed because the transient population made organi-

zation difficult

south park

the south park branch had its beginning as a sunday school in

1893 with sylvester wilson as presiding elder he was later replaced by

selar cheney who was succeeded by james M robertson in 1925 the branch

was officially organized on september 13 1921925 and was unanimously voted

on at the combined jackson valley conference september 20 1925.1925 the

branch meetings were sporadic generally closing down in the winter be-

cause of some members leaving the area the south park branch continued

for only six years at which time it was joined to the jackson ward where

it has remained 38

teton stake historical recordRecor P
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valviewcalview branch eardward

vlviewel-view is the country formerly called hunnidaleHunn namedidale for ed

hunnicutt who secured the establishment of a post office on the badger

creek rolling hills east of felt
on juneameane 28 1914 president william R durrant held a special meet-

ing at the residence of perry 0 hatch to consider the proposition of or-

ganizing a ward or branch from clawson ward140uardWardvard A140 ballot was taken by the

people to determine who was to be their leader a namenenaae for the branch and

location of the meeting house from the returns byron M anderson was

chosen as presiding elder of valviewcalview branch

elder byron M anderson was willing to accept but his circumstances

were such that he felt it would be best if the people would not consider

him for the position president durrant spoke discouraging the releasing

of elder byron M anderson and referred also to the duty of an officer

elder byron anderson was then sustained by vote of the people william G

hopkins was selected as first councilor and james M dunn as second cou-

ncilor 323 the2 full organization of the valviewcalview oranchbranch was completed on

july 5 1914

at the afternoon session of the stakeslake conference the following

novembernovemoernovemNovenoven byronnoermoer anderson presiding elder of valviewcalviewVal statedststedstastcstat-edview thatted five

people had been converted and baptized also in his report he stated that

139b W driggs op cit p 200

140teton140nteton140 stakeTeton historicc-jlhistoricllHistorichistorica-l recordRecorLl
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a new meeting house twenty four feet by forty eight feet had been builtbulit

and was ready to be plastered this building was completed by december 13

1914 at which timetine the stake presidency mendedcounendedunended the people for their
i

faithfulness

valviewcalview was made a ward by action of the stake presidency and high

council on may 16 1915 byron anderson was succeeded by perry 0

hatch august 19 1917 as bishop of the va-lviewca-lview ward ishop hatch had

only one councilor robert A egbert

the ward continued for another twelve years when it was closed due

to t he members moving from the area the church house was bought by the

clawson dardjardsard for a recreation hall and moved there where it still stands

today 1956

wilson

A sunday school was organized at wilson september 18 1898 and a

branch was established at the same time 15145

the first presiding elder was elijah N wilson who was sustained on

the date previously given 6 A new meeting house was constructed at a

cost of 1538

the presiding bishops office gave the branch 400 and the remainder

of the amount was raised by the seven families comprising the wilson branch

142.142 p 433

teton stake presidency and high council minutes MS lilaymaykay 1915

B W driggs op cit p 200
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the branch continued to hold meetings until july 13 1930 at which

time the stake presidency adyisedadvised them to discontinue meetings in the

branch and to go to the jackson uarddardwardwand the members residing in ilson

continue to go to the jackson ward 01 the teton stake 147

147teton147 stakeTeton historical record MS sept 13 1925

of
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caii-pcali-pcaip OF THE TETONS

there are two youth camps in the teton mountains the campcacarp inapnp

darby canyon southeastsouth ofeast driggs is used as a sumnersummer camp for teenageteen

girls

age

from teton valley and the idaho falls area the location of this

camp the events and participants connected with it is writtenitten in the

chapter tiLledentitleden tragedy

tetonptetone

1tetonsteton

treasure mountain or camp of the tetonstemons

is found in the teton canyon eleven miles directly east of driggs and is

used for teenageteen boysage of the boy scouts who yearly trek to the teton canyon

from all parts of eastern idaho scouts from many other western states are

privileged to come to the camp each season1seasonseasons the1 teton peaks council co-
mprises the stakes of teton yellowstone redburgrexburgRex rigbyburg north idaho falls

south idaho falls idaho falls shelley and lost river this area covers

approximately 23000 square miles the counties of teton fremont madison

jefferson bonneville clark butte custer lemhileahi and the north one

third of bingham in idaho as well as the county of teton in western

wyominglejley areoming also included in the council

in 1936 scouts from many parts of the council trekked to teton

canyon for their summersumersuger camping experience there they found a mountain

glowing as with gold as the setting sun sought the riches from all the out

teton stake and drisdriggs ward tabernacle october 10 1943

bid

156

11

TE tott01111s

wri

2

2jbid

TEcalp



www.manaraa.com

15 7

of doors hnceance the name treasure mountain the indian lore program

launched at the camp gave it its other name camp of the tetonstemons after

the indian tribes that once covered the area3

the selection of the area in the canyon by the leaders of the tton
peaks council ended a wide search for an ideal campsite the qualifi-

cations for a location by this council included pure water swimming area

level campsite scenery remotenessitioteness acessibilitacessibilityaccessibility hiking opportunities

and an abundance of wild flowers birds and animals all of these things

are prevalent in the camp and makenake it second to none4

treasure mountain treasure lake and teton creek are part of the

camp whichmnichunich is located in teton canyon a few miles inside wyoming and

close to the grand teton national park5

it has become traditional for everyevert boy to become a papoose in a

solemn ceremony ththe day he arrives at camp this starts him on his way in

the indian lore program in which the boys learn the trees flowers birds

stars etc he advances from papoose to brave from brave to warrior and

from warrior to chief it is a distinction to be numbered among the more

than seven hundred chiefs only chiefs are invited by the head chief to

join him on chiefs hock while he tells the legend of the indian tribes

another legend which is listened to with a great deal of interest is the

legend of the tetonstemons the legend is as follows

many many years ago on the great plains of america lived a tribe
of indians so great and important that they were called the ationatlonlationaaion of
the tetonstemons one day a lone runner was sighted far to the w strst he

3bulletin published by teton peaks council idaho falls idaho
june 1 1956

did ibid bid

te-ton

re

1

6
0

3bulletin

41bid 51bid 61bid

aread

at-on

nonea

parka



www.manaraa.com

themihenghen

158

approached the teepeesteeplestee comingpees to the largest in the group here he
fell from exhaustion uhenwhen he was revived sufficiently he told the
head chief that he came with bad news from the indians far to the west
in the great mountains thabthat a great horde of men of short stature and
darkened skin had attacked his people and were destroying them he
called them devil men he had been sent as a runner to the nation of
the tetonstemons for help

two eagles the head chief of the nation of the tetonstemons called
a council of the other three great leaders big dog hunting teepeesteeplesTee
and

pees
thunder cloud where they were in council for many hours in his big

teepeesteepee they were not discussing whether to go to the aid of their
brothers in the mountains but rather how soon they could be on the march
and how best to be organized

finally two eagles summonedsumnonedsuzronedsuusum runnersnoned who were sent to the many other
camps of the ationatlonaaion with instructions for the lesser chiefs the warriors
and the braves to come at once prepared to go to the rescue of the
indians in the mountains instructions were also given for the squawssquads
the papoosespapo andoses the old men to come as fast as they could for the
chiefs knew that they too would be needed

that night as thunder cloud the medicine man was lying asleep
in his teepeesteepee he was waked to see standing before him one of the devil
men who soke to him and told him that he and his people should not
go to the rescue of the indians in the mountains for it they did they
too would be killed by his peolepeoplepeo thenle he left thunder cloud was
much disturbed by this appearance but finally was able to go back to
sleep he was again waked by the devil man who repeatedrepeatrrepeats his message
a secndsecond tietiietletitil-etll-e thisie happened again after which thunder cloud was so
disturbed that he went to the teepeesteepee of two eagles the head chief and
told him what had happened but two nagieseaglesnagles was still determined to go
forward to the rescue of the indians in the west

in a few days the great band of chiefs warriorsandwarrior bravessand started
on the longiong trek to the westward just beforebefoibeffi coming into the great
mountains thunder cloud again was visited by a devil man while asleep
in his teepeesteepee this time the devil man did not warn them not to come
to the rescue of the in-dians in the mountains but rather taunted and
chided hunder cloud and his people for being so foolish thunder cloud
was very much disturbedanddisturbed againand went to the teepeesteepee of two eagles where
the two discussed the battle that would ensue when they arrived at the
battlefield

soon the great band of indians came into a large valley surroundsurrounded
by high mountains and as they came into the valley they heard the cries
of men in battle far to the vrestwestviest side of the valley he younger indians
were anxious to proceed at once to the rescue butoutdut the wise old chiefs
gave orders to camp for the night with instructions for all to rest for
on the morrow they would need their strength chief two eagles called
a council of war in his teepeesteepee that night the instructions for the
battle were sent to the lesser chiefs shortly before daybreak the
indians broke camp and headed for the great canyon to the west where
soon after daybreakclay theybreak fell upon the devil men with such tremendous
impact that they forced them backward westward through the canyon with
sheer cliffs on either side where none could escape As they approached
the elbow of the canyon where it veers to the left and south many of
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the indians had circled to the rear of the devil men and had cut off
their retreat and so they forced them to retreat up the north wall
in the elbow where the wall at this point is not a sheer drop across
the great plateau to the north they forced them into another box
canyon where only two small places cold be used for retreat down
these precipitous trails these two places are now called the upper
and lower devils staircase the indians pursued the devil menruenduennuen as
fast as possible down through the canyon they forced the devil men
in retreat it all looked as though it was nearly over when they
came to the mouth of this great canyon as it opens into a beautiful
valley covered with luxuriant grass surrounded by forest covered
mountains As they approached the valley it seemed that thousands
upon thousands of devil men came out from behind trees and rocks and
fell upon the teton indians with such force that they caused them to
retreat back up the canyon

many of the indians had fallen as had the devil men and as the
devil men forced the indians back up the sheer cliffs on the sides of
the canyon the great leadersleadezleaded began to fall stalwart warriors who
had seen many many battles lost their lives finally only the four
great chiefs were left and then one b one hunting teepeesteeplesTee bigpees dog
thunder cloud and two lagieseagles were slain

the great spirit then noticed what had happened and caused all of
the devil men to be driven to the north into a great wood studded val-
ley in the center of which was a great lake As the devil men came
near the lake the great spirit caused a violent storm to come
lightning flashed and set fire to the great forests around the lake
and as the fire was at its height tremendous earthquakes struck down
the mountains and caused the great lake all the devil men and the
burning forests to be entirely covered over this is where the geysersgeyyersgeywers
and paint pots of yellowstone park now belch forth

soon the squawssquads the papoosespapo andoses the old men arrived at the
scene of the battle in precipitous death canyon and as they followed
the trail of the battles a great wailing went up for the loved ones
who had fallen their grief wasvaas so intense that the great spirit fonn
ed four great peaks at the head of the canyon the north one thunder
cloud the medicine man the tallest peak chief two eagles farther
to the south chief bigdogBigbigd-on andDog next chief hunting teepeesteeplesTee acrosspees a
great chasm to the west an altar was placed where the indians might
come to worship the great spirit near the giant peaks each year as
soon as the snow wouldtould leave this great mountain the indians camecanecune by
the thousands to worship the great spirit from the altar this still
did not quiet the failingswailingswai oflings the indians nor satisfy their grief

finally the great spirit told them that if one of their number
could climb to the top of the topmost peak and return to the valley
that the four great chiefs would return to them finally the indians
selected a beautiful lu-dianin-dianlu-dlan maiden to make the attempt very early one
summer morning this indian maiden left the valley and started up the
steep sides of the great range of mountains by early morning she had
left the saddle and was ready to try the almost impassable cliffs of
the great peak hour by hour she laboriously toiled up the craggy
slopes at times she would inch her way up the precipituous granite
ledges clinging to what possible crags she could reach at one point
she crawled on hands and knees for a long distance around a very narrow
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one false move and she would hurdle thousands of feet through
space to the jagged cliffs below upward through a split rock she
forced her body finally in the early afternoon of this beautiful
day the indians from the altar in the west in the canyons below
and in the valley to the east saw her crawl to the top of the peak
As she rose to her feet they could see her unfold her arms in a
gesture of worship to the great spirit after a short rest she started
the perilous descent after trying for a long time she came to an
impassable cliff and was forced to return to the top of the mountain
again she tried a different route getting down several hundred feet
but again she was forced to return to the top the third attempt
was made but it too was unsuccessful and as the sun set in the
west the indians in the valley could see that she would have to
spend the night on top of the peak the second day at daybreak the
indians again came to watch her descent all day long she attempted
first one place and then another but was forced to spend a second
night on top of the peak on the third day she was able to get much
lower than either of the previous days but again sheer drops of
hundreds of feet forced her to return on the fourth morning the
indians were startled to see that there was no indian maiden on top
of the peak some think that during the night the great spirit res-
cued her from the mountain peak others think she slipped and fell
the thousands of feet to the great glacier below where she was
buried and that some day her body may yet emerge from the bottom
of the glacier7glacierglaciers

the

7

teton peaks council has made an enviable record in scouting

this council has the highest percentage of available boys of scout age

each year than any other compariblecomparablecompa councilrible in the united states only

four other councils compare favorably regardless of size and territory

served the council is in the top ten per cent of the councils of the

nation in matters of scout progress and has one of the most unique camp-

ing programs to be found throughout the country one of the high points

of this program is the hike to the top of lightning mountain11Mountain the

thrill of ascending the top of the altar the highest point on table

mountain elevation 10101 feet can only be realized by those who par-

ticipate in the hike notheranother anticipated event is the overnight trip to

7legend7ttlegend of the tetonstemons improvement erasra june 1948 P 372

feton stake and driggs ardlardsard tabernacle oct 10 1943
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golden eagle pass the views are vast and inspiring from desert sage to

arctic algae the very air is a tonic at two miles above the sea where

granite spires pierce the skies 7

9bulletin published by teton peaks council june 1 195619560
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CHAPTER XI

TRGEDY

because of the beauty of the tetonreton mountainsmo untains they have always

been a favorite campingcapping place for residents and tourists alike hardly a

day goes by during july and august but what some family desiring to get

away from the more menial tasks and the heat of the city will spread their

tent for a few days of relaxation and endeavor to get back to mother nature

the youth of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hold

such a prominent sot in the church an increasing need has been felt for

more and varied activities of recreation under correct supervision camp-

ing out is a vital part in the life of a youngster who wishes to climb

explore and play uninterrupted

the mutual improvement association workers were the first to see

this need and they have included in their extensive program a week of

camping for the young girls

several of the idaho stakes including teton south idaho falls

north idaho falls idaho falls and shelley grouped together and pooled

their funds after acquiring a lease from targhee national forest in 1948

they built the darby girls camp it was formerly used by the governmentGoven

as

ment

a CCC campsite but now boasts a beautiful lodge and other spacious

campingca accommodationslapingraping 1

ltetonlaetonteton valley news august 2 1951

162
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athrith them comes the one incident which

mars the apparent serenity of the campca andapnp which on one occasion turnedfumed an

anticipated annual event into a nightmare

some 01 the newspaper headlines read tragedy at darby girls campcampit

nirmirr-a

saitsalt

awsews driggs idaho aug 2 1951

eseret news salt lake gitcitolt utah aug 3 1951

post register idaho failsfallsfalis idahoidahop aug 2 1951

3deseretaseret

millerpmillera whoseheroic

4postspost

163

to lie in bed and listen to the music of the nearbynuarby stream and the

sighing of the stately pine is an experience a young person docs not soon

forget particularly is this true when the day has been crowded with

hiking arts and crafts sports and programs all of these pleasantriesleasantriespleasant

come

C riesrles

rushing into the mind but along

bolt of lightning takes five lives at idaho outingOutin 3j3gitgif and lightning

tragedy report released in each of the accounts one name appears

again and again the name of fred miller whose heroic efforts saved several

of the girls who might otherwise have perished mr millerillerliler14 would deny any

heroic act on nishis part but the writer had the privilege of teaching many

of the girls who were on the mountain that day and they have related the

tragedy as it was unfolded mrvirmir millerismiller1s disregard for himself in ad-

ministering first aid to the suffering girls is always mentioned

desiring to accurately record this account the writer visited r

fred miller and solicited his aid in writing the story as he lived it
through his kindness in recording the account a complete and accurate

narration was obtained here is the story as mrir miller experienced it
I1 had been asked to guide a group of girls from the idaho falls

stake to the indbind and ice caves on ednesdayednes augustday 1 1951 1 did
not know any of the leaders nor any of the girls I1 arrived at the
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I1 think I1 was still pointingintinEpo the direction with my left hand
we had had about two minutes snceince the first bolt of lightning had
struck the cave I1 dont think anyone had a chance to move over two
feet if they had obeyed immediately the next thing I1 rememberremerenerememb-er I1n wasber
walking back up the hill to where I1 had been standing I1 had been
thrown about twentyfivetwenty feetfive down the steep mountain I1 had heard
nothing and I1 had seen no flash although I1 was standing facing the tree
that was hit about eight feet away I1 was very tired and my left arm
and left leg had no feeling in them someone asked what had happened
and I1 said we had beendeen

I1

thatthet

oerberwhaht t
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camp at six oclockclock in the morning it was a beautifulbeautifill clear day the
girls were soon ready and forty two girls and their leaders were on
their wayrayeay up u-he canyon I1 had guided other groups and we tried to go
through the iincl6ind cave before we ate our lunch jefe took time for smesomesone
stories on the way up and two girls who were always in the lead took
turns carrying my pack the one was carol engstrom tho-t didnt come
back AS we climbed the bottom slope toward the iindnnd cave I1 told the
girls to take their flash lights and leave all else at the foot of a
large rock

I1 unpacked my pack and left it open jele climbed about one hundred
yards to t he mouth of the cave here the climbing is slow one must
partly crawl up through the brush and rocks the mouth of the cave is
in a cliff about 125 feet high the cave is about 100 feet high by 12
feet wide there was not a cloud in the sky as we entered at about
1100 ar-laclerl one iri took sick on the way up and I1 advised her leader
to take her back so four girls and their leader had gone back leaving
thirty seven girls and leaders

I1 was the last one in the cave after going through the small open-
ing where we had to crawl one at a time some started back out while
the last one went to the end of the cave about 100 yards deeper into
the mountain there was one leader and one girl that were a little
behind the rest and as the three of us came out of the cave I1 saw the
girls going around the big cliff and down the steep mountainmountair directly
above us I1 saw the edge of a cloud come out I1 heard the rumbling of
distant thunder I1 told miss arval that I1 would have to hurry and get
the girls off the steep side hill before the storm hit hen7411en I1 got to
where we had left our packs our three packs were all that were left
I1 was just putting my flash light in my pack when the first lightning
bolt struck directly over us As near as I1 could tell it hit the mouth
of the cave there were some larelarge trees from where I1 stood to the
bottom of the mountain which sasjas about 100 yards down hissmissuss arval and
the one girl asked if they could go to the water fall under the cliff
I1 told her I1 didnt care I1 had to get the girls out of the large trees
I1 didnt even fasten my pack I1 threw it over myrnytny arm and ran down the
hill looking for the other thirty five girls and leaders

I1 found themtheinthern sitting around a small clearing about twelve feet in
diameter they were just opening their lunches and some were eating
As I1 stepped off the trail into this clearing I1 said kids get out
from under these big trees scatter out in the small brush on the side
hill

hit by lightning I1 remember walkingwaiking into the
opening again and all the girls lying around I1 believe at one timetirre
there were at least twenty five of us unconscious my memorymentory blanks
out here and wht I1 did I1 am not conscious of I11 rememuerrememberremeremenrene someonemuernuer ask

0 I1
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ing if they should go for help and I1 said not until we know how much
help we need

lanybany

thaht

a-daha-dth

a-t1-t I11 hardly know what was going on and not
knowing any of trietjie girls or leaders I1 didnt immediately realize the
help we were getting from some of the girls and especially bethene
richmondalchAichrich onemondmonanona of the leaders she was everywhere at once by the
time I1 got back to the last five I1 worked again a few minutes on two
that were the least burned and again there came the call for help
among the injured As near as I1 can tell we were struck at about 1205ph

6tetonsteton

he next I1 remember bethene iiichmondfiicmond showed me a girl
under one of the two great splinters that hadhd been broken out of the
tree by the lightning bolt I1 rememberrememuerremernberreme I1nuenmuernoen couldnt feel the girl as I1
touched her with my left hand it was still partly paralizedparalyzed this girl
was the only one that revived that I1 renronember of having given artificial
respiration yetlet they say I1 had revived three before but this I1 do not
remember hen the girl began to breath I1 carried her across the open-
ing and asked some girl to keep her breathing as I1 returned to the others
who were downdoimboim I1 gave one girl a push or two and blood gushed from her
mouth and nose I1 knew there was no use working with her the next
girl was carol she didnt seemseen to have been hit hard but she didnt
respond I1 worked on her for a few minutes and some of the other girls
that we had revived stopped breathing again and I1 hurried to themtheu I1
was so tired and dazed tht

e built a fire and covered the injured with our coats and jackets
by now six girls were down ianyriany didnt knowkatow they were hurt at first
but later their legs started to pain and we would find large severe
burns it was just 300ii3001300.13003001 whenIi the first ladies arrived from camp
withirithrithnithi blankets thirty minutes later doctor gordon jensen J L fullmer
bryant fullmer arden stevens clarence iiurdocknurdock dwight loosli and I1
think ronald adgorzadgorzangor came in a few minutesn the national guard boys
came in they insisted that I1 walk out with the last of the six stretc-
her cases to our knowledge there was not one girl that ever moved or
made a gasp tht we didnt savesavea 5

in giving additional information concerning the rescue efforts

carried on the writer quotes from the teton v-alley news

meanwhile awaiting help the leaders had moved the injured away
from the dead and made them as comfortable as possible while giving
first aid when further help arrived from town with more stretchers
the injured were carried by foot down the mountain and brouebrought to the
teton valley hospital by truck meanwhile a call had gone out for
horses and riders and a spontaniousspontaneousspon responsetanious from the valley residents
brought a record number of riders to the camp the riders brought out
the dead by horse back to where they could be transferred to hearses
deputies set up a road block on a narrow road leading to the camp and
caves to aid in evacutionevacuationeva ofcution the injured and terrified girls 0

5letteraletter of fred miller to james L bradley april 4 1956

eton valley news aug 2 1951
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another section explains the incident as it was experienced by mrs

bethene richmonditiiiijil oneellmond of the adult leaders

after we left the caveseaves we noticed it sudden y began to cloud up
in no timetidetlde at all it began to rain we headed for a group of pine
trees to eat underneath and keep dry

we had been sitting there for five minutes or so when we heard a
clap of thunder it sounded close by then we realized we had better
get away from the tall trees viewe were gathered around I1 said lets
move

ly

Vhenihen I1 was about three feet away from the tree the bolt of
lightning struck

the five girls who were killed were all seated around the trunk
the bolt stunned all of us I1 was paralyzed in one side hen I1 came
to I1 saw all the girls lying around it was terrible

guide fred millerriller revived and disregarding his burnsbums began to
give artificial respiration im sure he saved at least four girls
I1 wasnt much help for an hour or so until I1 recovered from my paraly-
sis 7

the scene at the tabernacle in driggs was little less tense and

confusing as dozens of distraught parents milled about waiting vord of

their loved ones they had rushed to driggs from idaho falls when word of

the tragedy was received the citizens of driggs did what they could to

make the parents comfortable during their wait

the statements of the injured girls as taken by president william

A strong president of the teton stake indicates the suddenesssuddennesssud ofdeness the

accident they are as follows

mary lou ovard
I1 had been in the wind cave it was getting cloudy when we got

under a big pine tree to have dinner at 1130 am mirmr millerriller followed
the crowd from the rear and I1 remember him putting on his slicker
while he was doing this he was instructing us to get out from under the
big tree I1 heard the thunder and that was all henvjhenvohen I1 came too
deon bitter told me mr miller and julia croft kept me alive with arti-
ficial respiration

deon bittersitter
I1 saw lightning hit the big tree and the north side of the tree

split off I1 was sitting on a big rock just a few feet from the trunk

ibid

iber

71bid
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of the big tree and the lightninglightn camecarneinZ up out of the rock into my
back and went down through my legs I1 was knocked to the ground and
could not get up I1 finally sat up several of the girls were crying
I1 saw the bodies of the five dead around me and I1 could not move the
first I1 saw of mr miller after the accident was when he was orkingworkingvr

among the bodies to see which were alive and which were dead I1 saw
julia croft administer artificial respiration to mary lou ovard I1
could breath without any artificial aid

karmakanna rossbandhossbandcrossbandRossHoss
I1 irememberremember

band
going to the wind caves at 630 am e reached there

about 11 am it took us about one hour to go through I1 thought the
wind caves were wonderous I1 remember coming out and then I1 remember
they were carrying and pulling me on a stretcher down the mountain
and then I1 was in a truck that is all I1 rememberrenran I1embereuber was with four
of my friends ailallali day that were killed

it is interesting to note that one of the girls who was killed

hadhaa a premonition of some impending tragedy the day previous to the event

she was reported to have told her companions a full day before the tragedy

that she sensed some bad omen tuesday she reportedly asked mystifiedrkistified

companions to place a bouquet on her cot at the camp 9

iith the severity of the incident so indelibly impressedpressedi upon the

minds of all who were in anyway effected by it cac&calnene the realization that

efforts mustraustlaust be increased in affording protection for future energetic

groups in enjoying the great out of doors this has partially been done

by using additional help and precautionary measures in those places where

danger might be expected

lianymanyhany cauporeescaupocaicat havereesporeeslorees been enjoyed since august 1951 and that is

as it should be and as would be desired by those whose namesnaines we hold in

reveranceveranceleverancere mrs ora hoistholstroist adult leader betty kearney carol engstrom

narthaharthamartha D severson and bernice malone

slid
the9theathe post registerregisters idaho fe-lls idaho aug 2 1951
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with each successive year and each successive trek to the beautiful

caveseaves in the tetonsteonsgeons theU girls with their leaders and guide pause to reflect

and remember those who have departed heir presence is still felt there

in natures loveliness

their

ath
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CHAPTER XII

cwi

the

I1

latter day saints colonized the teton valley for the purpose of

founding a permanent home it was also their desire to worship god in

their own manner and to secure the same privilege for their posterity

the early years of colonization broughtbroucht forcibly to them the reali-

zation that their existence depended upon long hours of hard work the

elements of early frost deep snow and drought were soon recognized as a

marked deterrent to their ultimate goals the fact that they stayed on to

battle and conquer places them in the category of some of our most hardy

pioneers not all who went there irinedlainediained for many of themtheill soon realized

they were not capable of competing in the fightright for survival because of

the high altitude 6100 feet others were forced to seek climates which

better fitted their needs those who stayed have seen the fulfillment of

their dreamsdreads in beautiful homes productive farms good schools and beauti-

ful edifices of worshipworshizworshil into their souls comes the warmth and satisfaction

of feeling that that which they now possess has been honestly won

success came because they worked operativelycooperativelyco together for them-

selves and their less fortunate neighbors in planting or harvesting crops

this same operationcooperationco also raised schools churches and funds for those

in need in the far off regions of the mormon kingdom

the people of the valley have always held uppermost in their minds

the correct instructions and environment necessary as a foundation for

169
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youth this was accomplished by dances under supervisory conditions

dramas outings and other types of social recreation A continuation of

education both religious and secular was encouraged that their children

might better prepare themselves for the race of life and the eternities

ahead

the beauty and magnanimity manifest in the souls of the people is
exe npliried in the beauty and majesty of the lofty mountains surrounding

the valley of the tetonstemons

L ied
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APPENDIX A

original teton stake officers

september 2 1901101loi

stake presidency
don C driggs president
john D killpackKiil jrfirstpack counselor
george S young second counselor
michael M norman stake clerk

patriarch
john letham

high councilmen
robert B dalley
william wilson
william hill
thomas H ingrainingram
joseph S beesley
david R sinclair
edward D jones
hyrum B clawson
edlefedieredler B edlefsenEdiedl
george

efsenersen
eddington

henry M todd
david J thomas

alternate high councilmen
lehi pratt
william H tonks
george B green
don G A smithstaith
halsey D fullmer
frederic alienallenailenrilen

high priests presidency
william hill president
john todd first counselor
david R sinclair second counselor

stake sunday school
james F griggs superintendent
george A little first assistant
david E higbyrigby second assistant
walter eddington secretary and treasurer

jr first

wi am
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Y MX iiH A

george M tonks
samuel E rigby
john W hill

Y L 14 1I A

mattie tonks
hannah price
clara clawson
lizzie beesley

primary
fannie E little
margaret A Ediedledlefsenefsenersen
estallaestalia little
eliza janes

relief society
sophia rigby
susanna M wilson
silvia tompson
lydia E fullmer

superintendent
first assistant
S cond assistant

president
first counselor
second counselor
secretary and treasurer

president
first counselor
S cond counselor
secretary and treasurer

president
first counselor
second counselor
secretary andcind treasurer

teton stake golden anniversary homecominghomecohomero driggs idaho 1951

est a

se-cond
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APPENDIX B

bishopricsbishoprickBish ofoprics wards of teton stake
organization to 1930

bates uardward
bishops

thomas G bates
alma hanson
charles M uardle14ardlebardle
alterwalterkalterkaiter J wood

first counselors
samuel L wood
thomas G bates
walter J wood
john henry ripplingerhippkipp
karl

linger
A ripplinger

second counselors
benjamin P homer
samuel kunz sen
john J miller
alterbaiterbalteri J wood
john henry ripplinger
alfred L buxton
ernest G bates

cache ardwarduard
bishops

robert G meikle
niels H hansen
james nielsen
john ghristoffersenchristofGhristchristorchrist
canute

f
H

ersen
nickelsenhickelsenmdckelsenkicHicklc

john
keisenkelsen

buxtonbuttonbuxbuybuxt-on

first
129ton

counselors
oscar 0 knight
niels H hansen
john christoffersenChri
canute

stoffersen
H mickelsen

john bwctonbacton
rulon hemming

second counselors
hans P mack
raymond G leatham
henry N mickelsen
john christoffersenChri

1906

stoffersen

1908
1908 1919
1919 1922
1922 1930

1906 1908
1908 1919
1919 1922
1922 1924
1924 1930

1906 1908
1908 1915
1915 1918
1918 1919
1919 1922
1922 1924
1927 1930

1904
1916
1917
1919
1925
iai1 .2929

1904
1909
1916
1919
1925
1929

1904
1909
1911
1915

1916
1917
1919
1925
1929
1930

1909
1916
1919
1925
1929
1930

1906
19111931igliigi193igl-i
1915

1

1916

1

1

bix ton

offersen

2- 9

f-ard

laiter



www.manaraa.com

ondundand termtem
bruce reynolds
james wanlessJan stless
boyd L reynolds
leo thomas grover
george E stone

cedron ward
bishops

milford N kunz

first counselors
albert A smith
dana 0 valtongallonwailonwaitonjalton
samuel J miller

1916 1917
1917 1919
1919 1922
1922 1923
1923 1928
1928 1929
1929 1930

1892
1897
1902
1901905igo
1907
1908
1909
1915
1926

1897
1901
1902
1906
1907
1911
1915
1919
1923
1926

1897
1902
1906
1907
1910
1912
1915
1916
1919
1924
1926

1897
1902
1905
1906
1908
1909
1915
1926
1930

1901
1902
1905

1908
1915
1919
1923
1926
1930

1901
1905

1908
1912
1915
1916
1919
1924
1926
1930

1918 1930

1918 1919
1919 1922
1922 1930

174

joseph camel buxton
edwin loosli
william V harris
joseph camel buxton 2nd term
james elmer harris
rulon hemmingrenning
william V harris 2nd termtenntern

chapin ward
bishopsbishoos

joseph johnson
ebenezer beeselybeaselyBe jresely
frank J stone
david P cheney
charles A moulton
elijah eddington
david A nelson
alex L burnside
voss christian cordon

first counselors
dana orson walton
henry J stone
george F moulton
thomas E murphy
geroge F moulton 2nd term
albert E taylor
J fred stone
thomas M grover
james P grover
henry cooper beesley

second counselors
henry john stone
thomas E murphy
charles A moulton
gideon M murphy
daniel GC jensen
charles A moulton 2nd

san

and

and

and
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dardan wardkard
bishops

john todd
emanuel bagley
brigham Y nelson
daniel B hill
harold D winger
david loveland
alex P hamilton
willard homer
charles A larsen
peter soren sen
octavius smith
charles A larsen 2nd term
john J burgner
alfred L larsen

19181913 1919
1919 1929
1929 1930

1890
1898
1903
1905
1913

1895
1898
1903
1905
1908
1913
1919

1895
1898
1903
1904
1905
1908
1913
1917
1919
1924

1892
1895
1897
1898
1902
1905
1908
1909
1911
1913
1921
1924
1926
1927

1898
1903
1905
1913
1930

1898
1903
1905
1908
1913
1919
1930

1898
1903
1904
1905
1908
1913
1916
1919
1921
1930

1895
1897
1898
1902
1905
1908
1909
1911
1913
1921
1924
1926
1927
1930

175

second counselors
dana 0 jalton
gerald C hibbert
john V dewey

clawson ard
bishops

edwin A little
robert gilbert meikle
george W hendrickson
halsey D fullmer
alfred hansen

first counselors
edlefedleredier B edlefsenEdiedl
george

efsen
W hendricksen

hans P mack
henry C lamoreaux
alfred hansen
edward A killpack
hanionmarrionmanionhanlon W butler

second counselors
john leatham
peter swenson
james henri
daniel H hopkins
alfred hansen
edwardhdward A killpack
george R knight
marlonmarionnarion W butler
joseph F salkield
spencer B little
darbydanby

i

W

A

F er
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1910iglo 1913

1911igli 1913

ordard termtemternten
lauritz

1917
jacobsen

1921

almaaima J engbersen
alfredaifred L larsen
douglas P sorensen

second counselors
charlescharies A larsen
hans P hansen
peter sorensen
carlcarioarl A johnson
franklinfrankilnfrankiin P fairbanks
octavius smithsnith
john J burgener
marvin L sorenson
douglas P sorensen
deliasdellas G hillrili
driggs wardoard

bishops
don C driggs
hyrum oscaroscer crandall
stanley B fairbanks
harvey L crandall
edlefedleredier B Ediedledlefsenefsenersen
william

1910iglo
R

1912
durrant

joseph R fairbanks
francis M reynolds
gamaliel V nielsen
john H jensen
william L killpack

first counselors
hyrum oscar crandall
stanley B fairbanks
howard A wallacewailace
michaelmichaei M normannoman
william

1907
R

1909
durrant

samuel R evans
iiarionarionenlonenion W butlerbutier
arielarlei V butlerbutierbutlen
victor C hegsted
george H hobbs
emilenlienkienil anderson

first counselors
daniel B hill
william K herendeen
charlescharies A larsen
william R durrant
C B valentine
peter sorensen
charleschariesoharles A larsen 2nd term
ned L kirk
charlescharies A larson 3rd

176

1895 1898
1902 1903
1904 1908
1908 1909
1909 1910

1913 1916
1916 1917

1921 1924
1924 1926
1926 1927
1927 1930

1902 igol1904
1904 1908
1908 1910iglo

1913 1914
1916 1921
1922 1924
1924 1925
1926 1927
1927 1930

1901
1901 1904
1904 1907
1907 1910

1912 1913
1913 1915
1915 1925

G iellel 1925 1927
1927 1929
1929 1930

1901
19cl 1904

1904 1907

j iamianlan 1909 1912
1912 1914

iviiliill 1914 1915
1915
1915 1917
1917 1925
1925 1927

and
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william leslie killpack
walter L fullmer

second counselors
stanley B fairbanks
jacob snyder
howard A wallace
james M sewell
A clinton minerkinerhiner
william cecil price
chester B walker
joseph roy fairbanks
jesse A edlefsenEdiedl
romon

efsenersen
R christiansen

charles A cordon
arthur tippetts
isaac ariel jensen
albert F hulet

haden tetoniacetonia ward
bishops

edwin L little
willard G homer
hyrum S egbert
A clinton minerlainer
parley S rammell
walterwaiterhalternalter rawlings jr
clarence earl harris
edgar olof westerberg
parley S ramnellranunellrabnellRan 2ndunell term
guy M anderson

first counselors
john leatham
nillardaillard G homer
almon L fullmerfullner
christian E jorgensen
hyrum A campbell
james R hansen
parley S rammell
ralph P cordongordon
waltervalterkaltenwaitenwalten rowlingsr&wlingsrziwlings jr
J henry jensen
george L dockstader
jedediah H phiilipsphillidsphillias
vern williamilivii mathielliam
james R hansen

second counselors
alman L fullmer
hyrum S egbert
hyrum A campbell
james R hansen

1927 1929
1929 1930

1901
1901
1902
1904
1907
1910
1912
1913
1914
1917
1922
1926
1927
1930

1898
1902
1907
1915
1916
1918
1919
1927
1928
1930

1898
1901
1902
1906
1908
1913
1914
1916
1917
1918
1919
1922
1927
1930

1898
1902
1907
1908

1902
1904
1907
1909
1911
1913
1914
1917
1922
1924
1927
1930

1902
1907
1915
1916
1918
1919
1927
1928
1930

1901
1902
19061906
1907
1913
1914
1916
1917
1918
1919
1922
1927
1930

1902
1907
1908
1913

101-30
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parley S ramell
E james hopkins
waiterwaltervaiterfalter rawlings jr
chauncey jenks
robert A egbert
jedediah H phillips
N peter christensen
samuel mcghie egbert
theodore V hanks

jackson ward
bishopricsbishoprickBish

james
oprics

I1 lay
hyrum W delaney

l-ilies L winegarvinegar
robert S dalley
willis L winegar 2nd term
hyrum L curtis
merland henri
albert N butlerbutier

first counselors
jacob john son
williswill Lis winegar
hiyrumhyrumhiyrom L curtis
james M robertson jr
walterwaiter A scott
arthur biarl
jacob johnson

second counselors
james M robertson sr
arthur ray tucker

homas W perry
J fleming cheneyoheney
erlandmerlandherlandnerlandli henrie

pratt ward formerly aline ward
bishops

mathoni W pratt
frederick W norganmorganhorganeorgan
david E rigby
thomas R wilson acting
anders A carlson
james rigby
alfred durtschi

first counselors
thomas R wilson
nelson 3 dalieydalleydailey
sylverster S hulet
josephjosedh arthur home
george B green

1913
1914
1916
1917
1918
1919
1922
1927
1930

1905
1914
1915
1921
1924
1926
1928
1929

1906
1914
1915
1919
1921
1926
1929

1905
1914
1919
1921
1926

1914
1916
1917
1918
1919
1922
1927
1930

1914
1915
19211021
1924
1926
1928
1929
1930

1914
1915
1919
1921
1923
1929
1930

1914
1919
1921
1923
1930

1889 1896
1897 1908
1908 1911
1911 1913
1913 1918
1918 1926
1926 1930

1889 1903
1903 1904
1905 1908
1908 1911

P ipsaps

101-30
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james rigby
charles christensen
george B green 2nd term

second counselors
apollos P driggs
fredrick willard morganeorgan
henry E rigby
george spencer young
nelson B dalley
james F griggs
joseph A home
robert E griggs
james E rigby
david L addelliiaddell
alfred durtschi
elmer E rigby
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